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Gift cards
another choice

THREE years of COVID and floods,
Kerang traders are still feeling the pinch,
but resilience has been on display.

Member of Kerang Traders Bec Hewitt
urged people to look locally first for Christ-
mas gifts and produce.

“Many are still feeling the financial
impacts of closures during the pandemic
and then again last year with the floods.

“It happened in October, but the im-
pacts were long-lasting with the town cut
off.”

Christmas celebrations kicked off a
month earlier this year, the inaugural
Kerang Traders Christmas promotion
launch festival providing joy for the whole
family.

Residents gathered on Victoria Street
from 5pm on November 17, to make the
most of extended shopping hours and
market stalls as Christmas draws closer.

Local children were treated to free face
painting from Jenelle’s Face & Body Art,
as well as a free screening of The Grinch
on the big screen.

Ms Hewitt said she had been pleased
with the evening’s first attempt.

“With this being the first event we’ve
held like this, we felt it had been success-
ful and well supported,” she said.

WE’VE GOT YOU
COVERED THIS
CHRISTMAS

AT TREND

Proud stockists of
Frank Green,
Country Road

and many more!

“All of the kids had a ball.”

Ms Hewitt said the promotion launch
had aimed to support local businesses
across the Gannawarra Shire.

“We definitely encourage supporting
local as much as possible,” she said.

“For a lot of local businesses this is
their busiest time of the year.

“Local businesses support a lot of local
community events and sporting clubs, so
it’s so important for us to support them as
well.

“We also had some market stalls, with
local stallholders able to show off their
wares to shoppers.”

Ms Hewitt said the launch festival and
the new Kerang Trader’s gift cards were
ways to lessen the stress of Christmas
shopping.

“We also have Kerang Trader’s gift
cards this year,” she said.

“In the event that you’re challenged
with your gift giving this year, there’s al-
ways the gift cards.

“They can be purchased at select
stores or online via the Kerang Traders
website.”

For more information about Kerang
Traders or to purchase a gift card, please
visit kerangtraders.com.au.

Phone 5453 2970 www.trendskatesurf.com.au >

IF THE SHOE FITS,
BUY IT IN EVERY COLOUR

STOCKING:

* Django & Juliette « Verali * Frankie 4
« Sala * Cosgrove & Co ° Billini
* Birkenstock ¢ Archies and much more
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191 Campbell Street, Swan Hill
Phone: 5033 1998

Miles Meaden gets his face painted as Spider-Man by Jenelle Burton at Kerang Traders’ Christmas

Launch Festival.

made easy at HomeCoach

e Clunistomas

from the team at HomeCoach

Beautiful one off furniture pieces, homewares,
lamps, cushions & rusty garden items

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

290 CAMPBELL ST | SWAN HILL VIC 3585
(03) 5033 1330

FOLLOW US ON

ultimate fashion

* Paper Heart + Joseph Ribkoff
* Daisy Says

* Ebby & |

* Levi's

* CazInc the Label
* Runaway

* Kiik the Label

(fits up to size 20)

* Nude Footwear

* Morgan & Taylor

* Brave & True
* Holiday the Label
* Winona the Label

SHOP IN-STORE
209 Campbell St, Swan Hill

SHOP ONLINE
ultimatefashion.com.au

f @ultimatefashionswanhill @ultimatefashion_swanhill
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Shopping local gift of giving

MEAGAN McGREGOR

SHOPPING locally will be key to Swan
Hill retailers this year as interest rate rises
and inflation take a toll on tightened purse
strings.

Swan Hill Inc marketing coordinator
Remi Maher said shopping locally where
possible is the best thing you can do to
ensure the whole community can enjoy
Christmas.

“Shopping locally is quite literally the gift
that keeps on giving,” she said.

“When we support our local business,
the money quite literally stays in our com-
munity, meaning local employees and busi-
ness owners benefit.

“We have had a pretty tough few years,
with COVID and now interest rate rises, ev-
eryone is feeling the pinch.

“We just ask that you consider looking
local first, because quite often people are
surprised at local pricing and some retail-
ers are prepared to price match.”

Other benefits of buying local include no
shipping fees or shipping damage as well
as face-to-face customer service to ensure
you’re know as much as possible about the
item you are buying.

“There is nothing quite like holding the
item in your hands, feeling the quality and
checking the colour,” Ms Maher said.

“Often when buying online, we can get
misled by an item’s size or true colouring.

“Popping into a local retailer can mean
that you find out an alternative item that is
better value for money or a newer version.

“There is nothing more disappointing

Throw/away/presents L1111

S

E200H ]

538.55

Reasons to buy local:

. It’s convenient

2. No travel costs

3. Better for the environment by
reducing your carbon footprint

4. Investing back into your own

community

. Creates demand for local jobs

. No postage costs or risk of damage

7. Perishables can be stored faster
reducing waste

8. There are plenty of opportunities to
find a unique gift idea

9. You help support local business

10. Local business invests back into

community clubs and events

—

[}

that having your item arrive damaged or
late in the post.

“We understand that some items just
cannot be purchased locally, but where
possible, just take a look before jumping
online as you will avoid some of the pitfalls
of buying from the internet.”

This year, shoppers will again have the
chance to win gift cards with all purchases
made through participating retailers.

Winners will be drawn on December 27
with a $1500 gift card going to first place,
$500 to second and 10 people will win
$100 gift cards.

Entries remain open until Christmas Eve.

5139 |

Swan Hill Inc marketing coordinator Remi Maher urges people to shop locally this Christmas.

Picture: Noel Fisher

10-12 Chapman St, Swan Hill

?

www.duguids.com.au

5238
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Giving is its own gift

MEAGAN McGREGOR

THE team at Ray White Swan Hill is getting
into the Christmas spirit again with their an-
nual Little Ray of Giving campaign.

As part of the broader Ray White real
estate family, principals Fiona Hawley and
Cameron Smits are proud to see all gifts do-
nated locally remain in the community.

“Over the years, we have received in ex-
cess of 800 gifts that are then distributed
throughout our community by Mallee Family
Care,” Mr Smits said.

“The gifts go to the people who might need
a little extra Christmas cheer due to financial
difficulty or not having family to receive from.

“The gifts are a small token to remind ev-
eryone that Christmas is a time to connect
and celebrate.”

Gifts can be donated by calling into the
Ray White office at 199 Campbell Street,
Swan Hill.

“It’s always very uplifting to take part in
the Little Ray of Giving Campaign because
we see just how generous our community is,”
Ms Hawley said.

“We are always amazed at how many do-
nations we receive, and no gift is too small,
anything helps.”

Gifts should not be wrapped before deliv-
ering to the office as Mallee Family Care staff
will allocate items based upon suitability.

Gifts should be new and unopened and
will be accepted until the middle of Decem-
ber.

With the rise in interest rates and costs of

Ray White Swan Hill's Fiona Hawley says it's “uplifting” to see the community’s generosity every

Christmas.

living, many families face difficulties this year
and Mr Smits said the gift of giving was mu-
tually rewarding.

“It's great to think that one of our gifts
might make a child’s Christmas,” he said.

“For families finding things a bit tight this
year, a gift that makes a child smile could
make all the difference.”

Mallee Family Care chief executive Teresa

Shop for the whole
family this Christmas

at HUSK Him/Her
Stocking all the brands
you love and trust

40 Victoria Street, Kerang
P: 0400 694 246

Indulge in a beautiful experience,

where every visit is a journey of

discovery and delight

Enjoy browsing our collection of timeless treasures
and favourite brands for your little ones

Picture: Noel Fisher

Jayet thanked Ray White for their support in
collecting donations.

“We are extremely grateful for the sup-
port of Ray White and the wider communi-
ty in coming together for such an important
cause,” she said.

“Our shared goal is to ensure that every
child in the Southern Mallee region experi-
ences the joy and magic of Christmas.”

AL @l

BARHAM
THULE

Top priority for
letters to Santa

RAY White Swan Hill will ensure all
letters to Santa arrive safely this year by
offering an express post service directly
from their Campbell Street office.

With many cyber threats and recent
electronic communication failures, the
real estate’s principals and owners
Fiona Hawley and Cameron Smits aren’t
taking any chances.

“We know how important it is that all
letters arrive safely at Santa’s work-
shop,” Mr Smits said.

“That’s why we are making sure all
our letters are going the old-fashioned
way this year - by post.”

While some may believe snail mail
to be outdated, Ms Hawley said the
system had worked perfectly for a very
long time and writing a handwritten let-
ter allowed children to include addition-
al messages to Santa such as pictures.

“It is obviously a very busy time for
Santa and the elves at this time of year,
but we have put arrangements in place
to ensure all letters posted from our
office will be received by Santa and a
reply will be sent,” Ms Hawley said.

“Letters could include Christmas
wish lists, reasons a child believes they
have been good, drawings or artwork or
even just a quick note to let Santa know
you’re thinking of him at Christmas.”

Letters can be placed in the red
mailing box inside the office at 199
Campbell Street, Swan Hill, and should
be posted no later than December 13 to
ensure the team at the North Pole have
time to reply.

¢ Fashion -
¢ Homewares
e Gifts .
e Accessbories

26 Murray Street Barham

0418 629 682

26 Mellool Street, Barham. P: 5453 2868




DELILAH
RITCHIE:
| love spending time
together with my family
at Christmas.

MYLES ELLIS:
| love getting to
celebrate with family
and putting up the
Christmas tree.

ALLY ASTALL:
| love decorating
everything and putting
pretty lights up out
the front.

JOS LEHMANN:
| love when the elves
(Lloyd and Tom) come
from the North Pole

and put toilet paper all
over our pool and
sail on it.
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What do you love most about Christmas?

With students from Swan Hill Primary School

HARRY
STEWART:
| love when the elves
visit on Christmas Eve
and leave cereal on
the ground.

WILLEM KESSELS:
| love helping to
decorate the Christmas
tree with mum and dad
and my sister. | like
placing the Christmas
balls on there.




6 | All 1 Want For Christmas Gift Guide 2023

What do you love most about Christmas?

CHANCE:
Good food and eating
with family members.

GRACEE:
| like the presents
because you get

to open something
without knowing what
itis.

OCHOR:
| like Nan’s trifle, being
together with family
and going to Lake
Boga.

ADELE:
We have lots of family
get together, with the
giving and receiving of
presents.

NOAH:
Christmas is when
Jesus was born, and |
like getting Lego as a

present.

KAELANI:

It means putting the
star on the top of the
tree as it’s Jesus’
birthday.

31-33 King George St, Cohuna. Ph: 5456 2164

at H Homewares
Spail younr loved snes this Christmas
v"Home décor & gifts for all occasions |

v Gift vouchers available
v Free gift wrapping

24 Campbell Street | p: 03 5032 9286

Tind ssmelhing speci
Tt oot ol

Shop 2 Mellool House, Barham
Ph: 0428 290 168
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What do you love most about Christmas?

With students from Nyah District Primary School

BRADLEY JACK PRETTY:

. I love the presents and PATRICK
| gyg Io-“Zr?rlm- Er;1 that they might be what WITHOOS:
resents c?n Ch?istr%as | asked Santa for. | also I'love that | get
P Day and getting a like going to the Nyah

presents and get to go

Christmas Carnival and shopping.

surprise. going on the rides.

WILLIAM

HUNTER ISOBEL
HUNGERFORD: BRUNHOEVER- WILKINSON:
| love getting to unwrap SOBEY: I love being with
my presents and having

| love everything about
Christmas especially
the presents.

my family because
that is the most
important thing about
Christmas.

a big family dinner with
my cousins.
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Christmas hampers are
on the way

NOEL FISHER

THE Grain Shed Church of Christ has been
a hive of activity as community groups
came together to pack 800 hampers full
of essentials as the Christmas season ap-
proaches.

More than 30 volunteers gathered in the
past fortnight, setting up a production line
that Henry Ford would have been proud of.

Trucks packed with dry goods, such as
pasta, long-life milk, biscuits, noodles and
many other items, came and went through-
out the day as the volunteers picked up
purchased groceries from businesses
around town.

Grain Shed communities coordinator
Jodie Grant said the hampers came about
in 2020 during the COVID lockdowns.

“We used to do a Christmas lunch origi-
nally and when COVID hit we had to change
the way we did things,” Ms Grant said.

“The hampers started as small shopping
bag, but since then there has just been
more and more need in the community and
it has morphed into this.

“The idea of the hampers is that it is
nonperishable food, therefore people can
spend more money on the Christmas that
they want to with their families.”

Most of the money to buy the goods is
donated through the church congregation
and a small amount from local businesses.

Although this was an ongoing project
through the year, the demand for the ham-
pers at Christmas time increases.

The church works in with a range of
community services such as Mallee District
Aboriginal Services, Swan Hill Council, The
Salvation Army and other outreach groups.

“People feel more comfortable going
to their familiar service providers than ap-
proaching the church directly for help,” Ms
Grant said.

“We have people from some of those
services here today packing as well.

“This is the first time we have done this
and it is great as people from the different
services get to meet and come together.”

Community service providers are in the
best position to know who the neediest
people are within their groups and can get
the hampers to the people that need them
the most.

The church also holds some hampers so
that people can go directly to pick them up
from there as well.

DISCOVER OUR NEW LOOK

STORE THIS FESTIVE SEASON

*Large new fruit and veg department
* Fresh new deli department
*New shelving and aisle layouts
*Same friendly faces

R RSO
AR AR NN = KRV AENS

60A VICTORIA ST KERANG | PH 5452 2035

Lloyd Murray and Wendy Anderson help
out with packing at the Grain Shed.

RIGHT: Grain Shed senior co-pastor
Emily Westblade helps fill hampers.
Pictures: Noel Fisher

Kennedy’s
Showcase Jeweller

195 Campbell Street,
Swan Hill. P: 5032 1430
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait
slander engagement officer
Allira Fry is calling for gift

Dig deep for teens

MEAGAN McGREGOR

THE Swan Hill office of The Salvation Army is
getting into the spirit of Christmas, with their
annual Christmas Cheer campaign already
well under way.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander en-
gagement office Allira Fry said donations
were needed for teenagers.

“We always find a lot of gifts are donated
for the two to 12 age bracket but we are often
lacking in gifts for teenagers,” she said.

“It does not need to be an expensive item
- something like movie tickets, gift cards or a
piece of sporting equipment is perfect.

“People often think of the little ones at
Christmas, but everyone should be able
to celebrate by receiving or giving a gift at
Christmas.”

Ms Fry requested that gifts be new and
not wrapped prior to donation as The Salvos’
system allows parents to come in and select
their own gifts to suit their children.

She also said The Salvos had seen an in-
creased need for support due to interest rate
rises and unemployment.

“We really want to help ensure vulnera-
ble families are able to experience a magical
Christmas and that no parent or child misses
out,” she said.

“It is a tough year financially for some fam-
ilies and we hope that this can ease the bur-
den somewhat.”

The Salvos also offer support for food
hampers and application forms for Christmas
cheer can be collected at The Salvation Army
office at 190 Beveridge Street, or by calling
Ms Fry on 0403 318 985.

FOR ALL YOUR
ELECTRICAL AND
WHITEGOOD NEEDS
BIG OR SMALL

Stocking brands such as Westinghouse,

Sunbeam, Breville, Kambrook

16-18 Mellool St, Barham | P: 5453 2804

¢A)

2032 1013

MEET OUR CHRISTMAS
TREE GNOMES

They are said to be the ever watchful

guardian of your gifts.

Cnr Curlewis & Pye St, Swan Hill
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Get your wishlist to Santa

LETTERS have begun to make the long
journey from Swan Hill to the North Pole,
as local children share their dreamed-for
gifts.

This year’s Australia Post Santa Mail
mailbox is located at Swan Hill Regional
Library, where children have the chance to
communicate with Santa Claus.

Swan Hill Regional Libraries manager
Camille Cullinan said it was wonderful to
be part of the Santa Mail tradition, while
also helping children learn about mail.

“It’s just great to see the children getting
involved in the Christmas spirit and having
that opportunity to write what they would
like to Santa,” she said.

“We’ve done this for several years,
while it hadn’t necessarily been the Aus-
tralia Post Santa Malil, it was something we
did ourselves. Obviously those letters still
made their way to Santa.

“This is a great opportunity for kids to
actually gain an understanding of what let-
ters about, the process of actually writing a
letter, putting them in an envelope and then
poﬁwr?et:(;?uotﬁ}nk about it, writing letters Sutton Simmonds, Zach Campbell, Maya Campbell and Miles Simmonds ponder what they
isn’t something that people do a lot of any- Want from Santa this Christmas.
more.

“We love to see and hear the kids enjoy- RIGHT: Miles Simmonds and Maya Campbell send off their letters to Santa at Swan Hill
ing the library. It engages them with other Regional Library. Pictures: Nick Moseley
kids and brings parents together as well.

It’s just such a social space for all. address on the back of the envelope. or the local Australia Post branch.

“The library can open the world up to They should also have a 65-cent Christ- More information about Australia Post’s
anybody, even Santa.” mas-card-only stamp affixed to the front, Santa Mail can be found online at www.

Letters should be addressed to Santa, before being placed in the special Santa auspost.com.au/santamail.

North Pole, 9999 with a name and return Mail letterbox, any red street posting box - Nick Moseley

Unwrap the ¢

maglc

this Christmas

170 Campbell St, Swan Hill,VIC 3585
(next to the Post Office)

P. (03) 5032 5585 W. mintsoda.com.au
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MASSIVE

Planting seed
of support

MEAGAN McGREGOR

THE Christmas tree is a long-held tradition
that has embedded itself into Australian cel-
ebrations.

With many believing it should not be dis-
played until December 1, it encourages the
spirit of Christmas into homes for the month
of December and is an exciting prelude to
Christmas Day celebrations.

Decorated with lights, tinsel and baubles
and usually topped off with an angel or star at
its peak, the tree has undergone transforma-
tions over time.

Thought to have first been used in Ger-
many in the 16th century, they were originally
made from wooden planks.

That evolved into live trees over time, most-
ly spruce, pine or fir.

For Swan Hill resident Bethany Dodgshun,
the live Christmas tree embodies the spirit of
Christmas and she has developed a way to
keep the tradition gleaming while also donat-
ing to a good cause.

Swan Hill Christian School students
Micah and Adele Dodgshun select a
tree for the family.

The Swan Hill Christian College parent be-
gan ordering live trees from Daylesford in 2017
as a fundraiser with all profits being donated.

This year, funds will go to the Swan Hill
branch of The Salvation Army to help ensure
everyone experiences a little Christmas joy.

“Growing up we always had a live Christ-
mas tree in our home and it holds a special
place in my heart,” Ms Dodgshun said.

“| wanted to share that joy with others so
we started taking orders for live trees and
chose the Salvos as the recipient as they are
able to reach the people who might need a
hand through their Christmas Cheer program.

“It was great to know the proceeds stayed
within the local community.”

Over the past six years the initiative has
grown and more than $20,000 has been do-
nated.

This year, $1500 was raised through the
sale of 47 trees varying in size from five to
seven feet.

The school donated trees to Logan Lodge,
Alcheringa and Hope Aged Care.

Swan Hill Hire was thanked for donating a
truck to collect the trees. They have support-
ed every year since 2017.

To get on board with the fundraiser in 2024,
visit www.swanhillchristmastrees.com.au.

Y EARISALE

Big savings right across the board

Qurwarehouselisitooifullgsomelstockimustigo!]
SAME GREAT SERVICE

Let Peter & Robyn help you with good,
old-fashioned, friendly service and free delivery

ICON FURNITURE & DECOR

77-79 Wellington Street, Kerang. Phone: 5450 3363




12 | Aniwant For Christmas Gift Guide 2023

Hitting the road for

Christmas cheer

NOEL FISHER

ROADS thundered with the sound of en-
gines from 84 motorbikes and 52 cars last
month for the ninth annual Gannawarra Me-
morial Toy Run.

The large group that had gathered from
as far afield as Melbourne and Bendigo set
off from Leitchville.

They headed for Kerang, where a tradi-
tional Lions Club breakfast of bacon and
egg rolls awaited.

After stopping in Barham for morning tea,
the group ended up in Cohuna for lunch.

Over two days on the November 18
weekend, more than $8000 was raised
through entry fees and donations, and more
was to come from sponsors.

Organiser John Webb said the money
and toys collected would stay in the district,
distributed by the neighbourhood houses in
Cohuna and Kerang and St Vincent de Paul.

“There have been a lot of changes from
when we first started,” Mr Webb said.

“Originally we did hampers and toys, but
then COVID came along and we weren’t
able to pack hampers.

“During this time we gave out vouchers

for local supermarkets so that people that
were less fortunate were able get some
tucker for over Christmas.

“Following that the Privacy Act came in
and we weren’t able to know where the toys
and hampers were going.”

Government regulation didn’t deter the
volunteers and that was when it was de-
cided to bring the charitable agencies on
board.

“These organisations provide hampers
to vulnerable families all year round, so the
money now goes to providing food hampers
all year round,” Mr Webb added.

“For the toys we don’t see names, just
age and gender of the child, and we make
up the parcel to suit.

“This year we had 438 kids that we pro-
vided toys for, up from 406 last year.

“Last year we put more than $20,000
back into the community through the neigh-
bourhood houses and Vinnies and we ex-
pect it will be similar or more this year.”

The event was named the memorial toy
run as a way to remember all of those who
had helped out over the years and since
passed away.

The 2 x 16 ad SH1081024 for WORKLOCKER

SWAN HILL is missing or incomplete.

BELOW: Participating motorcyclists
travel across the Murray River to
collect donated items.

Riders and cars gather for thge Gannawarra Memorial Toy Run. Pictures: Brook Shaune-Bould
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The 4 x 16 ad SH1081040 for COUNTRY TRACKS is missing or incomplete.
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BELOW: Participating motorcyclists
travel across the Murray River to
collect donated items.

Hitting the road for

Christmas cheer

NOEL FISHER

ROADS thundered with the sound of en-
gines from 84 motorbikes and 52 cars last
month for the ninth annual Gannawarra Me-
morial Toy Run.

The large group that had gathered from
as far afield as Melbourne and Bendigo set
off from Leitchville.

They headed for Kerang, where a tradi-
tional Lions Club breakfast of bacon and
egg rolls awaited.

After stopping in Barham for morning tea,
the group ended up in Cohuna for lunch.

Over two days on the November 18
weekend, more than $8000 was raised
through entry fees and donations, and more
was to come from sponsors.

Organiser John Webb said the money
and toys collected would stay in the district,
distributed by the neighbourhood houses in
Cohuna and Kerang and St Vincent de Paul.

“There have been a lot of changes from
when we first started,” Mr Webb said.

“Originally we did hampers and toys, but
then COVID came along and we weren’t
able to pack hampers.

“During this time we gave out vouchers

for local supermarkets so that people that
were less fortunate were able get some
tucker for over Christmas.

“Following that the Privacy Act came in
and we weren’t able to know where the toys
and hampers were going.”

Government regulation didn’t deter the
volunteers and that was when it was de-
cided to bring the charitable agencies on
board.

“These organisations provide hampers
to vulnerable families all year round, so the
money now goes to providing food hampers
all year round,” Mr Webb added.

“For the toys we don’t see names, just
age and gender of the child, and we make
up the parcel to suit.

“This year we had 438 kids that we pro-
vided toys for, up from 406 last year.

“Last year we put more than $20,000
back into the community through the neigh-
bourhood houses and Vinnies and we ex-
pect it will be similar or more this year.”

The event was named the memorial toy
run as a way to remember all of those who
had helped out over the years and since
passed away.

Battery Trimmer

Hedge
Trimmer

Chainsaw
Blower
Mower
' I |
O BO of- ee erandg

Versatool

Hand Held Blower

HHB25
WAS
$399
NOW
$369
Bent Shaft
Trimmer
UMS425U
Domestic
Mowers
IRTEL | '
Phone 4 O/0 0

Riders and cars gather for thge Gannawarra Memorial Toy Run. Pictures: Brook Shaune-Bould
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* [0x $100 Swan Hi
Drawn Midday, December 2

WINNERS NOTIFIED BY PHONE

EXTENDED WEEKEND SHOPPIN
 Saturday 2nd December: 9am - 2pm

* Sunday 3rd December: |0am - 2pm

 Saturday 9th December: 9am - 2pm
Sunday 10th December: |0am - 2pm
 Saturday |6th December: 9am - 2pm
° aVal a -1 ()2 alan

o

SWAN HILL
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SWAN HILL INCORPORATED
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Keeping the need local

PHOEBE DOYLE

MAKING a difference in the local communi-
ty is what Better Bookkeeping Management
aims to do with their Christmas Gift Donation
Drive.

Working closely with local service A Good
Kitchen, who provide meals for people in
need, BBKM are collecting donations of toys
and gifts for children aged 0-18 so that they
don’t miss out on Christmas Day.

“Anyone who chooses to donate can come
in and take an ornament off the tree, it gives
you some ideas and also the age to buy for,
and then they can go and buy something,”
BBKM manager Sam Cottingham said.

“Then they come back and register what
is inside their gift so that A Good Kitchen can
give them to the most appropriate person.”

BBKM marketing manager Meghan O’Bry-
an said it was important to the BBKM team
that the donations stay in the local commu-
nity.

“There are lots of charities out there that do
very similar things to what we are doing, much
larger charities that probably get a lot more
donations,” she said.

“But no small town ever sees any of that —
it all goes to the cities.

“We are wanting this to be something for
our town that benefits the locals and gives
them a leg up instead of missing out.”

An annual event for BBKM, this year they
have expanded their initiative to Kerang,
wanting to help those struggling in the broad-
er community, not just Swan Hill.

“Coming from a small country town, you

Ornaments on BBKM's Christmas tree give
suggestions of who to buy for if you are wanting
to make a donation.

always think about your community and build-
ing within your community, and that’s what it’s
all about - it’s about making sure that every-
body else has the same opportunities as you
do,” Ms Cottingham said.

While they have already received 56 dona-
tions, Ms O’Bryan said there is certainly still a
need for many more.

“Fifty-six probably sounds like a lot, but |
think a lot of people misunderstand the need
for it in this town, especially in this current
economy,” she said.

BBKM's Meghan O'Bryan, Sam Cottingham and Carlie Marra with some of the donations they have
already received for their Christmas Gift Donation Drive. Pictures: Phoebe Doyle

“Everyone is wanting to donate to fam-
ilies that need things, but they want to do-
nate needs, which is lovely as well and they
are very appreciative of that, but the kids are
the ones that miss out they don’t get toys on
Christmas when everyone else at school gets
toys on Christmas.

“So that’s why they have asked us to focus

on children this year — so that every child gets
something that they can take to school and
show everyone what they got.”

Donations are still being taken up until 12
noon on December 18. Gifts can be taken to
BBKM Plan Management at Suite 9, Beve-
ridge Dome in Swan Hill, or the Gannawarra
Times office at 24 Scoresby Street, Kerang.

FRAGRANCES & GIFT PACKS starting from $10

Elizabeth Arden
5th Avenue EDP 125mL

Elizabeth Arden
Splendor EDP 125mL or
Sunflowers EDT 100mL

Aoura London

Nivea
Men Protect
& Care
Regime Gift
Pack

Crewman 2pc Men’s Body Care Set

Includes shower gel 200ml & flask

MARRABOOR PHARMACY | 34 McCrae Street, Swan Hill | Ph: (03) 5032 2192
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Includes a 32GB microSD card to add your own games. Ages 15+. GT4286

ik 5'&“‘ !

INTRO OFFE

599

RC High Speed Truggy

Built to withstand intense races and rugged conditions. Includes rechargeable battery.
. Available in green and orange colours. Ages 14+. GT4850

SAVE $10 TAKE OFF

& LANDING
RC Drone

Designed for beginners and experienced pilots.
Headless and altitude hold modes and 360° flip function.

Ages 14+. GT4124 1080P CAMERA WITH

SACMILONG FIRST PERSON VIEW

LED UNDERGLOW & HEADLIGHTS

34CM LONG NOW

ow 399
5149 . SAVE $20

TERRAIN TYRES

SAVE $40 RC FPV Car with ]

1080p Camera & VR Goggles e
ZWD RC High Speed Buggy Mean go-angvhere car with mounted cameraforvirtuagctgion. ’ -

Quality vehicle with metal wheels, rear differential, drive shaft and Includes phone bracket, USB charging cable and VR goggles. Ages 8+. GT4291 Smartphone not included.

axles, and fully independent suspension. 2.4GHz long-range remote
control included. Ages 12+. GT4257

StockmgStuffers Under $15

e
P> Coogle Play

NoOw
AVAILABLE $995

N Eow SAVE 20% SAVE 25% SAVE 20%

§A95 | MiniHandheld Smart AM/FM

4 Gaming Console Water Fitness Band €)' Pocket Radio

26 games. Pocket sized and fits Mlstmg Fan 0.96" touchscreen. IP67 water Requires 2 x AAA batteries
on your keys. GT4278 Battery powered. GH1071 resistant. QC3112 (sold separately). AR1458

GREAT VALUE

JAYCAR Call 5032 2005 Fax: 5032 9668
Past stockist of the year 111-113 Campbell Street, Swan Hill.

AUTO ELECTRICS
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THAI PRAWN SALAD

It's the combination of the zingy dressing, fresh
coriander and delicious prawns that’ll make this
dish a contender for a summer favourite.
Ingredients - serves 6

* 1kg raw prawns, thawed

¢ 1/2 cup Thai-style dressing

® 200g dried flat rice noodles

* 1 Lebanese cucumber, halved lengthways,
thickly sliced

¢ 200g Sweet Solanato tomatoes, halved

¢ 1/2 bunch coriander, leaves picked

1 long red chilli, thinly sliced into rounds

¢ 1/3 cup fried shallots

¢ 1 lime, cut into wedges

Method

1. Combine prawns and 1/4 cup dressing in a
bowl. Set aside for 10 minutes to marinate.

2. Meanwhile, cook noodles according to packet
instructions.

3. Preheat a greased barbecue plate on medi-
um-high. Cook prawns for 2 minutes each side
or until cooked through and golden.

4. Combine noodles, cucumber, tomato, cori-
ander and chilli in a large bowl. Transfer to
a serving platter. Top with prawns. Sprinkle
with shallots. Serve with lime and remaining
dressing.

LEMON AND GARLIC SALMON SKEWERS
Capture the spirit of Australia’s festive season
with these 20-minute salmon skewers.
Ingredients - serves 4

e 2 cloves garlic, crushed

¢ 2 lemons, 1 zested and juiced, 1 cut into
wedges

¢ 1 bunch dill, chopped

¢ 1/2 cup Flora Buttery Spread

® 900g skin-off salmon fillets, cut into 3cm cubes
¢ 1 baguette, sliced, chargrilled

¢ 8 metal skewers

Method

1. Combine garlic, lemon zest, lemon juice, dill
and cup spread in a small saucepan over low
heat. Cook for 4 minutes or until melted.

2. Thread 3 salmon cubes onto each metal skew-
er. Brush salmon with spread mixture. Heat a
barbecue grill on high heat.

3. Cook skewers for 4 minutes, turning, or until
salmon is cooked to your liking. Transfer skew-
ers to a serving board and drizzle with remain-
ing spread mixture. Serve with bread topped
with remaining spread and lemon wedges.

WAGON WHEEL
CHRISTMAS COOKIES

The kids will love helping
to decorate these tasty
and fun Christmas snacks.

Ingredients for
16 servings

¢ 20g dark chocolate, chopped

¢ 100g white cooking chocolate, chopped
¢ 16 candy eyeballs

* 8 red M&M’s

* 16 Wagon Wheels

® 16 pretzels

¢ 100g white chocolate, chopped

¢ 1 green jelly snake

® 24 mini red M&M’s

Method

. Place dark chocolate and white cooking chocolate
in separate microwave-safe bowls. Microwave
each on high in 30-second increments until melted.

2. To make reindeer faces, use the picture as a guide
and attach 2 candy eyeballs and 1 M&M to 1
biscuit with a little melted dark chocolate. Repeat
to make 8 in total with 16 candy eyeballs, 8 M&M’s
and 8 biscuits.

3. Using the picture as a guide, attach 2 pretzels to 1
biscuit with a little melted dark chocolate, holding
pretzels in place until secure to create antlers.
Repeat to make 8 pairs of reindeer antlers in total
with 16 pretzels.

4. Place 8 remaining biscuits on the board. Spoon
melted white chocolate into a snap-lock bag. Snip
off one corner. Using the picture as a guide, pipe
chocolate on each biscuit to create “custard” on
Christmas puddings.

5. Thinly slice jelly snake diagonally into 16 pieces.
Using the picture as a guide, arrange 2 snake
pieces and 3 mini M&M’s on 1 biscuit to create
leaves and cherries. Repeat to make 8 puddings in
total with 16 jelly snake pieces and 24 mini M&M’s.
Set all biscuits aside for 30 minutes or until set.
Serve.

—_

All ( want for Chriptmas

SWAGS

WORKWEAR & EMBROIDERY

e l)lspos ‘LL‘ BOOTS
. R ST

BACKPACKS
i’

229 Campbell St,
Swan Hill
P:(03) 5032 1141
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bristmas craftioeas

Upcycled candle holders Sock Snowmen

THESE handmade candle holders THIS rice filled sock snowman
not only dress up your Christmas will make a great decoration or
table, but are a great way to use table ornament on Christmas

empty bottles.

Create in a variety of bottle
shapes and throw in some
cherries or cranberries for a pop
of colour.

Method

1. Place evergreens into bottles
and fill with water.

2. Rub sticky candle wax to the
bottom of a taper candle and
place in the bottle opening. If
your candle doesn'’t fit into the
opening, carve away excess
wax until it fits securely.

. Replace the water every few
days to keep greens looking
fresh.

Day and is easy enough for the
kids to make.
Materials
¢ 1 white-colored sock —
1 additional sock for the hat
* Rice
¢ Ribbon or fabric
e Wool thread
e Small buttons
e Round Beads
e Cotton Ball pom pom
e Scissors
e Glue

Method

1. Fill the bottom of your sock
with rice (approx 1 cup) and
then tie the white thread
around the belly region to
make two segments.

. Fill the top part of your sock with rice, 4. Glue the beads on for eyes, the
tie off and kneed to even out your body pom pom for the nose and buttons
and head shapes for the snowman’s chest.

. Use your second sock to create the 5. Use scrap material/fabric to create
hat in your colour of choice. the scarf.
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* Giftideas from as little as $10 e Last minute gift idea — Libro.fm Audio Books
MARRABOOR PHARMACY e Gift Voucher

THE LITTLE BLUE BOOK SHOP

¢ La-Z-Boy Pinacle Rocker Recliner — 3 sizes
e Zedere Relax Chair & Stool

ICON FURNITURE

* Daniel Wellington Gift Packs from $229
¢ Zafino Gift Box Three individual bracelets $89.95

ASPIRE JEWELLERY

e Honda CRF 50
e Honda CRF 110

SCRIVENS CONSOLIDATED INDUSTRIES
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e Christmas ornaments starting from $29
KOONDROOK POST OFFICE

a

e Spencil Back Packs, Lunch Boxes and Pencil Cases
e Children’s and Adult Colouring Books and supplies

KERANG COMPUTERS

¢ John Deere Battery-Operated Ride-on Gator. 10% off - $1,299.95

o Official John Deere Clothing. 10% off. In-store only.
EMMETTS SWAN HILL

¢ Plenty of gift ideas
BARHAM THULE

More than just a café...
great Christmas gift

ideas in store now!

v Takeaway pizza,
fish & chips

v’ Dine-in or take away
v Coffee & cakes

v Gift lines

v’ Catering

v Open 7 days
v’ Breakfast daily until 3pm

v" Hot lunches, roasts,
homemade pies &
sausage rolls

v Fresh salads, rolls,
wraps, sandwiches

Barham Riverside Café

22 Murray Street, Barham. Ph: 5453 2066

HALLS HARDWARE KERANG
Rulcify’s
« Indoor & outdoor entertaining ideas
« A stunning collection of pots, plants and vases

¢ Makita Bluetooth Jobsite Radio $359
¢ Insulated Picnic Products from $84.95
e Speak to Jan about custom made pieces
JEWELLERY ON THE MOVE
« The latest in homewares, fashion, gifts & décor
« Local produce boxes & boards made to order
« A variety of candles, diffusers & hand lotions
« Gift vouchers and FREE gift wrapping

Patchell Plaza,
Victoria St, Kerang
Phone: 5450 3740
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e Skechers ‘\
e Solar Powerbank 16000mAh $99.95
e Atka Binoculars 8x21 $63
LODDON VALLEY DISPOSALS

e Gourmet Produce Boxes and Boards made to order
e Huski wine and beer coolers and wine tumblers

RULCIFY’S GIFTS & HOMEWARES

NICK’S SPLENDID SHOE STORE
e Large range of appliances

THOMAS ELECTRICAL

e Inky Co wrapping paper
¢ Frank Green drink bottles and accessories

HUSK

¢ Gift certificates
e Artistico watercolour paper

DANDY LION STUDIO

Gorg Lifestyle, bringing you unique
quality home décor products designed

WW W‘Zéﬁ to help create a gorgeous lifestyle.

The perfect Christmas gifts too.

M@Wg [0'0” gﬂé&b + gifting + canvas

- ART SCHOOL - CLASSES + prints + frames
- SIP & PAINT - PRIVATE EVENTS + candles + greenery
- ART SUPPLIES - GIFTS + so much more

Shop 1 & 2 Woolworths Arcade,
Campbell Street
Ph: 5032 9822

Mon-Fri - 8am-5pm | Sat - 8am-1pm




All | Want For Christmas Gift Guide 2023 | 23

¢ Penfolds Gift Pack
e Mac’s Shortbread Varieties

WALKERS IGA

U

e Santa Gnomes
e Ducks

COHUNA GIFTS & THINGS

e Primo Ride On Vespa
e The Llorens Baby Doll

MINT SODA

More than just a Post Office this Christmas...

Koondrook LPO

- Gifts & Homewares

- Cards & Wrap

- Toys

- Store qift cards
Monday - Friday: 9am — 5pm, Saturday: 9am — midday
86a Main Street, Koondrook. P: 5453 2600

‘) Australia Post

¢ Gift Vouchers
e Summer Heels

KAZZ’S HEELS

e Gift Vouchers
e Birkenstock Arizona

NORTHERN SHOE STORE

e Glass House Night Before
Christmas Candle $59.99

e Glass House Kyoto in Bloom
Gift Set $99.95

H HOMEWARES

SPENCIL

Back Packs,
Lunch Boxes and

Pencil Cases
Now available at

KERANG GOMPUTERS & OFFICE SUPPLIES

55 Victoria Street, Kerang | P: (03) 5452 2877 | sales@kerangcomputers.com.au
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AL

e Tosca Large Clutch Wallet
e Leatherman Wave Plus

SWAN HILL DISPOSALS

N

SWAN HILL

eq‘m WEART OF THE MURRAY

s
SWAN HILL INCORPORATED

O
(a4
<
O
[—
—
O

¢ Swan Hill Gift Card
SWAN HILL INCORPORATED

e Trybike 2-in-1 Tricycle Balance Bike $269
HOME LIFE CHILDREN’S BOUTIQUE

”
-

NEW ARRIVAL OF LADIES,
MEN’S AND KID’S

Niek'e SPLENDID SHOE STORE
& Shoe Repairs

44A Victoria Street, Kerang. Ph: (03) 5452 1559

* GT4137 Helicopter $39.95
 RC High Speed Truggy $99

SYD WILSON AUTO ELECTRICS

e Wooderful Life Ballet Performance Music Box from $99

¢ Gift Vouchers
e Hoilday Village Dress $149.95

ULTIMATE FASHION

¢ ECO Sonya Natural and

Organic Skincare
* Roogenic Limited
Australian Christmas Teas

MODERN NATURAL

e Gift Vouchers available
e Weber Baby Q Premium from $399

BLUE SKY SWAN HILL

Christmas
presents
for the
whole
family!

70 Wellington St, Kerang.
P: 0403 714 260
facebook.com/
thelittlebluebookshop.com.au
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ﬂ

¢ Gift Cards
¢ Kove bags
GORG LIFESTYLE

e Sunman eArc 100W Flexible Solar Panel $329
BATTERYTEC ¢ Palm Beach candles

« Tradie Bundy Undies - * JBL 310 Party box $595

e Safe Style Protective Eyewear e Russell Hobbs 8t air fryer $188
WORKLOCKER BETTA SWAN HILL AND KERANG

e Premium Wood Serving Boards
RIVERSIDE CAFE BARHAM

SSB 4X4 Extreme

4WD Battery Noco Jump Starter Packs i
1000 CCA p Duracell Large Capacity

$399 9% OFF 50100 s
34995

Victron 12v 25a -

Battery Charger Neuton Power 200Ah Solar Street Lights
5 Year Warranty Lithium. 5 Year Warranty Can be designed for any
3399 with LCD On/Off Button area with multiple options.
Such as extra lighting

31998 modules or CCTV

Packages from $995 Caravan Fridges

ADVERTISED SPECIAL

AGM/LITHIUM BATTERY Ute Canopy Fridges

RECHARGEABLE
BATTERIES

ADVERTISED SPECIAL

Deltec N70ZZ

815995

ULTIMATE 12V OUTDOOR PACK
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N

e Silvan 25It Trolley Sprayer
e Shoof 32kg Push Spreader

—

-

¢ Wide range of gift boxes and candles

e Cards & Wrap
* Photo Frames
¢ Natural Soaps
[ ]

Balloons & Party
Accessories

Cohuna

([ ]
-
[ ]
-
([ ]
v
[ ]

Gifls o the whole famely

Home Wares
Silk Flowers
Toys

much more...

77 King George Street
Cohuna VIC 3568

Ph: (03) 5456 4686
M: 0498 460 880

Gifts & ThiNgs =T

e Rock Chucker Supreme Reloading Kit
e Spika Premium Cleaning Kit

e Plants from $30
e Striped Coffee Mugs $16

HALL‘S HARDWARE KERANG
35 Scoresby st, KERANG VIC 3579
office@hallshardware.com.au
0354 521323

Call into Halls Hardware for all your
gifting needs, we will even wrap your
presents for you!

Pots, plants, gardening tools,
outdoor furniture, BBQ’s,
homewares, camping goods,
leisure games, tools, MAC’S
shortbread...... and if you can’t
decide, get a gift voucher
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e Gift vouchers for any amount
e A variety of bags and wallets

HOMECOACH

‘

0

* Yuu Ladies Nighties
e Schranck Ladies Nighties

MURRAY BLU CLOTHING & THINGS

Trend skate N surf

L Y o

e Frank Green Bottles from $49.95
e Double/Triple Seat Kayak $949.00

Trend toys N outdoors

e Floral Arrangements

FRANCIS FLORIST

e Mag Pro Torch $99.95
e UHF CB Radio $449

THE TRUCK SPECIALISTS

GET THE SUPPLIES YOU NEED TO HELP CELEBRATE
[ tistrgas THIS HSTIVE SEASON

NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

v Seed & Fertiliser spreaders

v Controllable and settable gate to adjust
flow

v Variety of sizes and stock available

Are you looking to give
your lawn a boost of
growth and colour?
YaraMila Complex
is the answer

suc\ SWAN HILL

CHEMICALS

TACKLE WASP NESTS
WITH CONFIDENCE

]
|

WaspJet Pro® Aerosol allows you to tackle
wasp nests with confidence. The long
distance/high output nozzle ensures that
nests can be treated from a safe distance
and quickly soak the nest.

The combination of double strength actives
and rapid penetration solvents, ensures the
wasps are “paralysed” on contact before
dropping to the ground.

Nyah Road, Swan Hill
Phone (03) 5032 9255
Fax (03) 5032 9525

Website www.shc.com.au

THE BARACUDA
POOL CHEMICALS RANGE
Includes: balancers, sanitisers

(or chlorines), algaecides, clarifiers and other
specialty chemicals

BULK PET FOOD

Stocking a wide range of the best brands

v Convenient
v Cost effective
v Great range

KERANG AG

SUPPLIES

92 Bendigo
Road, Kerang
Phone (03)

5452 1685
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e Gift Vouchers available
e Milwaukee Tape Measure $24.95

e Stevie Linen Dress - Sage - $289
e Aria Maxi Dress - Confetti - $149

e 9ct Gold Initial Necklaces RRP $199
o Sterling Silver Freshwater Pearl Stud
Earrings RRP $29.95

* BGA 45 Battery Blower $179

e GTA 26 Battery Garden Pruner $249
e Maxtrax $290

e Darche from $145

& Gift for Cvouy Reasorv
el Svouy Seasorv

Count on Betta Home Living for all
your shopping needs this Christmas!

 Furniture * Bedding * Lounge
* Cooking e Electrical -« TV & Audio
e Washers * Fridges e BBQs

YOU R Loc AL SPECI ALTY 40-44 Curleuwis Street, 29-3I Scoresby Street,

Swan Hill Vic 3585 Kerang Vic 3579

ELECTRICAL RETAIL STORE 5. (0350331391 P: (03) 5452 2555
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Towns switch on festivities

MURRAY River Council is looking to add a
little sparkle to local communities as it once
again launches its Christmas-themed out-
door lighting and decorations experience.

Murray River Council communications
coordinator Courtney Dean said council
hoped the decorations would bring Christ-
mas cheer to the area.

“Christmas decorations will be tempo-
rarily installed in a number of local parks
and spaces to brighten up towns and bring
communities together across the council
area,” she said.

“We hope residents can make it down
to their local park or reserve to enjoy the
bursts of colour.”

The lights are free to visit every night
from 7pm to 11pm between December 2

and January 4.

Residents can check-out the pop-up
lighting experience throughout December
at Barham, Riverside Park; Koraleigh, Gen-
eral Store; Mathoura, Soldiers Memorial
Park; Moama, Cobb Highway and Menin-
ya Street; Murray Downs, RFS Shed; Tool-
eybuc, Mensforth Park and Wakool, Play-
ground Park.

At the neighbouring Balranald Shire, the
township is packed with things to do over
the Christmas break and it is a great oppor-
tunity for locals and visitors alike to take in
some of the sights and activities that the re-
gion has to offer.

Rich in natural beauty and historic sites,
there this is a great opportunity for locals to
become a tourist at home and reacquaint

with the things that bring visitors from
across the country.

If you like a pub meal, Balranald has a
great offering of locations.

A good place to start the journey is the
award-winning Balranald Discovery Cen-
tre, which is not just a tourist information
centre, but an entire precinct with histor-
ic buildings and art in the form of unique
sculptures dotted throughout the grounds.

Explore a 19th century gaol, the district’s
first school and the Malcolm Building Mu-
seum as well as finding out about other his-
toric sites in the area such as the Yanga or
Mungo Woolsheds.

Only an hour away from Swan Hill, it is
an ideal short get away for those in sur-
rounding towns to explore what is on offer

close to home. For the art lover, Balranald
is renowned for the quirky street art that
will appeal to those that enjoy absorbing
creativity as they walk or drive around the
town.

One of the best known is the Funky
Frog Trail, paying homage the districts en-
viable status of having healthy frog pop-
ulations which are indicators of a healthy
environment.

Created by local panel beater, Roy
Mann, has created 20 life-sized frog
sculptures that appear in many public
spaces and at businesses.

Another advantage of playing tourist at
home is helping to keep the local econ-
omy ticking along, keeping money in the
area.

Lighting up Swan Hill

SWAN HILL residents got into the spirit of
Christmas by lighting up the town one home
at a time.

Entries for the Christmas lights display
closed on December 1 with a strong team of
contenders registering to win a prize pool of
$3000.

This year, The Guardian will sponsor the
competition with first prize of $1000 to the
property voted as the best in the competition.

Second place will receive $500 doated by
BBKM and third place will be awarded $250
from Mallee Milk Distributors.

Ray White Real Estate is offering a $500
prize to the best business Christmas display
while GJ Gardiner will award $500 for the
People’s Choice Best Residence Award.

A $250 prize will be awarded to the best
inflatable on display donated by VHM Limit-
ed.

Judging has started and will be completed
by December 16 with winners announced on
December 19 in The Guardian.

Be sure to check out the glittering entrants
and other homes around town who help cre-
ate the spirit of Christmas in our community.

Swan Hill region residents have got into the Christmas spirit by lighting up their homes.

Picture: Meagan McGregor

Rapid Rider

85995

Gift deas

or eve

Sausage Mate

5959

19

Didgeridoona Range

Stubby holders, drink coolers

of various sizes, lunch bags,

luggage bags, phone pocket,
glasses cases

from$29

Ready to go

ryone./

Cook & Grill Butane Stove

SPECIAL
PRICE

Tackle Boxes

fromS44

Skeeter Hawk
Solar Torch
Zapper

59995
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RayWhite.

For the Kids

6%/

- . WIN 1 OF 4 $50
%g R " = SWAN HILL GIFT CARDS
= Entry Details
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= Parents Name: ...
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g . EMail ..

' ) For the Adults

WIN 1 OF 2 $100

NS SWAN HILL GIFT CARDS
7 Ty
l / Entry Details
\‘\' NaME: ..o
\ A Q. e
“ [ PRONE: ... e
.g Email ...

Drawn December 18, 2023 - Winners will be notified | Simply drop entries into Ray White Swan Hill by 5pm December 15, 2023

raywhiteswanhill.com.au O e 2080 9207
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s ST VicTa

STIHL SHOP SWAN HILL

i! SHOP
27-33 Nyah Road SWAN HILL 3585 | Ph: 03 5032 2594 |
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