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By Georgia Tacey

A new church will be built in Kyneton 
despite Macedon Ranges planners stating 
that its construction “would not result in 
an acceptable planning outcome”.

A planning application for a place of 
worship at 133 Harpers Lane, Kyneton, was 
put to Macedon Ranges councillors during 
the 26 August council meeting, with 
officers recommending its refusal.

However, councillors vote to give the 
application the go-ahead instead.

A officers’ report to the meeting outlined 
concerns raised with applicant Kyneton 
Gospel Trust for not addressing impacts 

on the native vegetation on the site beyond 
consideration of the land covenant and 
not providing an acoustic report for noise 
impacts. 

The report stated the proposed place of 
worship would be part of the Plymouth 
Brethren Christian Church and would be a 
satellite church to service an existing base 
community of eight households within the 
Tylwinda Estate and a new estate under 
construction in Kyneton. 

Cr Alison Joseph, who moved a motion 
to grant the planning application, said she 
had read the report and did not find the 
reasons put forward for refusal clear. 

“The report states there are no concerns 

of the design and sighting of the buildings, 
that the subdivision is considered to be an 
orderly and acceptable outcome, and that 
adequate car parking has been provided,” 
she said.

“What is proposed is a place of worship 
used only a few hours per week for a small 
number of people located walking distance 
from many of the parishioners’ homes.” 

Cr Jennifer Anderson, who voted against 
the motion, said she had questions about 
the two native trees included on the land 
that would need to be removed to facilitate 
the proposal, which are under a covenant. 

Cr Dominic Bonanno however disputed 
Cr Anderson’s concerns. 

“We’re not talking about remnant native 
vegetation here. We’re talking about two 
planted trees,” he said. 

Church member Brian Edmonds said 
he was pleased councillors approved the 
church. 

“We put a significant amount of effort 
into these plans, and will continue to refine 
them as we satisfy additional conditions 
such as undertaking acoustic testing,” he 
said. 

“We will also work closely with our 
neighbours and community as we move 
into future construction and ultimately 
the quiet operation of our new meeting 
room.”

Church greenlight
Friends of Gisborne Botanic Gardens president Amanda Gauci and secretary Nakeshia Mason and her son Van. (Damjan Janevski) 573883_01

Wattle Day 

signals spring
The Friends of Gisborne Botanic Gardens 
invites everyone to celebrate the start of 
spring and National Wattle Day. 

The friends group will host free 
conservation events at the botanic 
gardens on 1 September, 3 September 
and Saturday 5 September. 

Friends president Amanda Gauci said 
the events will kick off on 1 September, 
National Wattle Day, with upskilling 
conservation skills. 

“It’s a little bit of digital skills for 
conservation for those people that are 
interested in coming down and actually 
understanding conservation and how 
it’s tracked,” she said. “It can also 
help them learn a lot more about the 
particular plants as well as their ecology 
and the environment that these plants 
are living in, particularly within the niche 
that the Macedon Ranges is.” 

All events will have a conservation 
theme, focusing on the plants in the 
botanic gardens, including a Pop-up 
Pot-up and a day of data discovery. 

“This is a focus on not just the wattles 
themselves, but the community that 
the wattles are in ecologically and the 
processes they perform,” she said. 

Events are $5 for non members. 
Register: https://tinyurl.com/4ztdhyhk
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While stocks last. Pictures used for illustration purposes only. Retail quantities only. No trade supplied. All prices include GST 
where applicable. Some products or varieties may not be available at all stores. IGA Liquor supports the responsible service 
of alcohol. Tobacco and alcohol not sold to under 18’s. We reserve the right to correct printing errors.

Morgan’s IGA Melton
Ph: 9743 4600

Morgan’s IGA Gisborne
Ph: 5428 3200

Morgan’s IGA Sunbury
Ph: 9744 4290

Morgan’s Delahey Supa Valu
Ph: 9362 1207

Weekly Specials available from Wednesday 02/09/26 until Tuesday 08/09/26. 
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Australian Boned 
& Rolled Pork 
Shoulder Roast 

$650
kg

Australian Large 
Roast Chicken

GREAT SPECIALS!

Huggies Nappies  
60-90 Pack
Selected Varieties

WHILE  
STOCKS LAST 

LIMITS APPLY

$1999
ea

HOT BUY

Carlton Dry  
Cans or Stubbies

$54ea

24 PACK

$995
ea

12894799-MS36-26
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Morgan’s Delahey Supa Valu
Ph: 9362 1207

Weekly Specials available from Wednesday 02/09/26 until Tuesday 08/09/26.
Liquor specials available from 26/08/26 until 08/09/26. *”Try Me For’ offer 
strictly one redemption per customer, per day. 

All liquor offers available from 26/08/26 until 08/09/26. Specials available in Victoria IGA Liquor outlets only. IGA supports the responsible service of alcohol in accordance with the 
Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (VIC). It is against the law to sell, supply or obtain to supply to a person under the age of 18 years old. We reserve the right to correct printing errors. 
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FATHER'S DAY
SPECIALS 

TRY ME 
FOR

*Limit 1 per transaction.

$4 ea

330mL Suntory -196 6% Premix 
Range Cans 330mL

*Suntory -196 Double Apple not 
available in all stores

GLENFIDDICH 
12 YEAR OLD 
SINGLE MALT 
SCOTCH 
WHISKY

$76ea

750ML XXXX Gold  
Block Cans 375mL 

Carlton Draught Stubbies 375mL, 
Kirin Ichiban Stubbies 330mL or 
Coopers Pale Ale Range 375mL 

$59
30 PACK

$62 ea

24 PACK

Penfolds Bin 
28 Shiraz

Penfolds Bin 389 
Cabernet Shiraz

Galway Pipe 12YO 
Grand Tawny

$99 ea

750mL

$42 ea

750mL

$35 ea

750mL

Canadian Club Original 
Whisky or Bundaberg 

Original Rum

Maker's Mark Bourbon 
Whisky or Jameson 

Irish Whiskey

Glenlivet Founders Reserve Single 
Malt Scotch Whisky or Wild Turkey 

101 Proof Bourbon Whiskey
Smirnoff Red 
Label Vodka

Buffalo Trace 
Bourbon

$67 ea

1 LITRE

$70 ea

1 LITRE

$80 ea

1 LITRE

$56 ea

700ML

$70 ea

700ML

*See in store for details

CHANCE TO WIN  
A SCOTLAND GOLF TRIP

*See in store for details

CHANCE TO WIN FATHERS DAY 
LUXURY DINNER

13/8/2026   8:04 am13/8/2026   8:04 am
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Hume council has stepped up its push for 
tighter controls on data centres, calling for a 
national moratorium on new developments 
and mandatory buffer zones between the 
facilities and homes.

The push comes as data centre 
development gathers pace across Hume, 
with one facility already operating in 
Tullamarine, two under early construction 
in Craigieburn and another two awaiting 
approval in Campbellfield and Mickleham.

Council’s submission to the federal 
government’s Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Artificial Intelligence and Data Centres was 

tabled at the 24 August council meeting.
The submission calls for the federal 

government to mandate minimum 
buffer zones for any future data centre 
developments with distances based on 
independent, scientific modelling to limit 
impacts on nearby residents. 

Council also wants data centre operators 
to contribute directly to the communities 
hosting them, including funding local 
infrastructure, creating employment 
opportunities for residents and supporting 
community programs.

It is also urging the federal government to 
back a push for a Victorian moratorium on 
new data centres and expansions of existing 

centres while state and local inquiries into 
the industry are undertaken.

Council also wants greater transparency 
around proposed developments, including 
requirements for developers to engage 
directly with residents and businesses 
within a five-kilometre radius.

The submission recommends 
information be distributed in multiple 
languages and that communities be given 
several opportunities to provide feedback, 
both online and in person.

Councillor Naim Kurt, who successfully 
pushed for additional measures to be 
included in the submission, said data 
centres had generated an unprecedented 

level of community concern.
He called for stronger culturally 

appropriate consultation, local employment 
opportunities, community infrastructure 
funding and greater transparency about the 
type and use of proposed data centres.

“We’ve been one of the first councils in 
the country to be calling for better planning 
controls for data centres, we were the first 
council to call for a moratorium, and here 
tonight we will be expanding that suggestion 
that the moratorium should be applied 
nationally as well until those proposed 
inquiries at different state and territories are 
conducted, so that we can get a consistent 
approach to data centres,” he said.

Call for data moratorium 
By Georgia Tacey

A woman has been charged following a 
Conservation Regulator investigation that 
led to the seizure of dingoes from a New 
Gisborne property. 

It is alleged three dingoes were 
acquired without authority in September 
2025 and kept at the New Gisborne 
property.

As part of the investigation, 
Conservation Regulator Authorised 
Officers executed a search warrant at the 
property on 22 April and seized three 
dingoes.

The 54-year-old woman has been 
charged under the Wildlife Act 1975 
with three counts of buying threatened 
wildlife without authority and three 
counts of keeping threatened wildlife 
without authority.

The woman has also been charged 
with three counts of obtaining property 
by deception under the Crimes Act 1958. 

Dingoes are threatened wildlife in 
Victoria. Keeping a dingo in Victoria 
requires a licence issued by the 
Conservation Regulator under the 
Wildlife Act 1975.

Individual offences relating to the 
unlawful acquisition or possession of 
threatened wildlife can attract penalties 
of up to $50,184, two years in prison, or 
both. 

The matter will be heard at the 
Kyneton Magistrates Court in September. 

Anyone with information about 
suspected wildlife crime is urged to 
report it to Crime Stoppers Victoria on 
1800 333 000 or at crimestoppersvic.
com.au 

Reports can be made anonymously.

Dingoes seized 
from New Gisborne 
property 

Upper Deep Creek Landcare Network is 
partnering with TreeProject for a number 
of plant propagation workshops. 

Four workshops will be held throughout 
the catchment area in September to 
encourage more locals to become 
volunteer TreeProject growers. 

TreeProject is a volunteer-based 
organisation which provides low-cost 
native seedlings to landholders and 
Landecare groups. 

Since it began in 1989, volunteer 
TreeProject growers have propagated 
over two million seedlings that have been 
planted by Landcare groups, landholders, 

and environmental volunteers.
To become a volunteer, those interested 

can register for a growing season of up to 
six months, nurture their plants from seed 
to seedlings that are planted as part of 
environmental restoration projects.

Growers are provided with training, 
equipment (a growing kit which contains 
seeds, pots and potting mix to grow 336 
seedlings), and ongoing mentoring and 
support. 

The requirements from the growers are 
to set up an outdoor growing space and 
water the seedlings each day.

TreeProject’s system has proven to be 

a successful way for Landcare groups and 
landholders to access affordable native 
seedlings for revegetation projects. 

The workshops will be held over 
Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 September 
in Lancefield, Sunbury, Gisborne and 
Wallan. 

Community members who would 
like to learn about growing native 
plants as TreeProject volunteers are 
encouraged to attend, as well as groups 
who are interested in ordering low-cost 
seedlings from TreeProject for their own 
future revegetation projects. Details: 
upperdeepcreeklandcare.org.au

Help Landcare grow and plant more trees 

Ammie Jackson from Upper Deep Creek Landcare Network is hosting events near you. (Damjan Janevski) 574353_01

Construction is now underway at Kangan 
Institute’s new TAFE campus in Sunbury. 

Ground was broken on the new $25 
million campus on Monday 24 August, 
which is set to open in 2028 and provide 
training opportunities for in-demand jobs 
like education support.

The new campus will accommodate 
up to 200 students in a vibrant learning 
environment, with high-tech equipment 
and technologies. 

Funded through the state government’s 
Building Better TAFE Fund, the new 
Sunbury TAFE will give Hume students 
the opportunity to to learn closer to 
home, as well as benefit from free TAFE 
courses. 

Sunbury MP Josh Bull welcomed the 
investment into the Sunbury community. 

“It isn’t just a new building. It’s an 

investment in skills, education, opportunity 
and the future of our community,” he said. 

“The new facility will create local access 
to training and new career pathways, 
with courses planned in areas including 
digital technologies, foundational skills, 
education support, and hair and beauty 
and more.

“For Sunbury, this investment is a game 
changer.”

Kangan Institute chief executive Laura 
Macpherson welcomed the partnership 
with the state government to bring the 
education opportunities to Sunbury. 

The campus will be at 7 Evans Street and 
2-4 O’Shanassy Street, Sunbury. 

While construction on the new campus 
is underway, select courses are being 
delivered at the Sunbury Hume Global 
Learning Centre.

Construction begins on Sunbury TAFE
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Sunbury remains the number one spot for 
kangaroo-related collision claims, according 
to the latest data from the RACV. 

New RACV Insurance claims data 
has revealed Victorian motorists experi-
enced a collision with a kangaroo nearly 
20 times a day on average last year, with 
crashes becoming more frequent, costlier 
and more severe. 

RACV members lodged almost 31,000 
kangaroo-related collision claims be-
tween January 2021 and June 2026, peak-
ing in 2025 with 7232.

Sunbury ranked the top suburb for 
kangaroo collisions logged by RACV 
members, with 281 claims made between 
January 2021 and June 2026. 

This was followed by Wallan (232) and 
Heathcote (230). 

Gisborne cracked the fifth spot with 
209, with Craigieburn (193), Doreen (165) 
and Woodend (158) all making the top 10. 

The steepest increases between 2021 
and 2025 were recorded on Melbourne’s 
fringe, with claims in Mickleham up by 169 
per cent and Gisborne up by 93 per cent.

RACV said the average claim reached 
almost $9,000 in 2025, up 48 per cent since 
2021, while one in six kangaroo collision 
claims resulted in a write-off in 2025, com-
pared with one in nine in 2021. 

RACV general manager insurance and 
roadside Bill Bloodworth said the growth 
of Melbourne’s outer suburbs, which has 

seen the transformation of bush and farm-
land for housing developments, has result-
ed in more motorists travelling through 
areas historically inhabited by kangaroos.

“A lot of people assume this is only a ru-
ral-road issue. As our outer suburbs grow, 
more cars are sharing the road with more 
kangaroos, and the result is more colli-
sions, more written-off vehicles and big-
ger repair bills for everyday Victorians,” Mr 
Bloodworth said.

“We tend to see higher claims volumes 
in the cooler months, when claims from 
April to August run more than 20 per cent 
higher than the rest of the year.

“The risk is greatest at dawn and dusk, 
so motorists should slow down, stay alert 

and scan the roadside, particularly where 
kangaroos are most active.” 

RACV tips to avoid a kangaroo collision 
are to avoid travelling at peak times in-
cluding dawn, dusk and night, slow down 
in wildlife active areas, scan the roadside, 
don’t swerve if a collision is unavoidable, 
and use high beams when it is safe to do 
so. 

Mr Bloodworth said while hitting a kan-
garoo could be distressing, drivers should 
prioritise safety.

“Pull over safely, turn on your hazard 
lights and check on your passengers. If 
anyone is injured, call triple-0, and if the 
animal is injured, contact local wildlife 
services on 8400 7300,” he said.

Hotspot for roo strikes

Woodend Neighbourhood House is open-
ing its doors for the community to see 
everything it has to offer. 

Held inconjunction with the Wood-
end Farmers Market, the Spring Open 
House gives visitors the chance to meet 
tutors, activity coordinators, volunteers 
and staff, explore the Woodend Neigh-
bourhood House spaces and enjoy a 
range of demonstrations and hands-on 
activities.

House manager Melissa Baker en-
couraged the community to come on 
down and support their local neighbour-
hood house. 

“The Spring Open House is a won 

derful opportunity for people to come 
in, have a look around and see what the 
Woodend Neighbourhood House is all 
about,” she said. 

“Whether you’re interested in try-
ing something creative, joining a group, 
volunteering or simply connecting with 
people in the community, there’s some-
thing for everyone.” 

Visitors can expect a display of work 
by the Art Club for Kids, craft activities 
including mandala greeting cards and 
picket fence painting, and morning tea. 
There will also be demonstrations show-
casing some of the diverse groups and 
programs on offer at the house, including 

Mahjong, acrylic painting, African drum-
ming, family yoga and kirtan.

The Repair Cafe and Bike Shed will be 
open, providing visitors with an opportu-
nity to chat with volunteer repairers and 
bike enthusiasts about the services they 
offer and how to get involved.

Visitors can also pick up a copy of the 
Term 4 program and find out more about 
the many activities, classes and groups 
available. 

The Spring Open Day will be held on 
Saturday 5 September from 9am until 
noon.  

Details: woodendnh.org.au

House welcomes the community to visit  
Come down to Woodend Neighbourhood House’s open day (Damjan Janevski). 573523_04

A Gisborne man was one of five arrested on 
Monday 24 August after police executed six 
search warrants as part of an investigation 
into secret commissions, fraud and drug 
trafficking. 

Six search warrants were executed as 
part of Taskforce Hawk at an office on 
Elizabeth Street in the CBD, as well as 
residential addresses in Gisborne, Chirn-
side Park, Westbury, Powelltown and 
Somerville.

A 36-year-old from Chirinside Park, a 
46-year-old from Westbury, a 56-year-old 
from Powelltown and a 37-year-old from 

Somerville were also among those arrest-
ed, with the Chirnside Park and Westbury 
men charged. 

The Gisborne man, as well as the Pow-
elltown and Somerville men, were re-
leased pending further enquiries. 

“Criminal conduct, involving corrup-
tion, intimidation and violence within 
the construction industry is unaccept-
able,” Organised crime division Detec-
tive Acting Superintendent Jamie Walker 
said. 

Four CFMEU registered vehicles were 
seized, alongside 10 mobile phones, a 

Schedule 4 poison, a number of laptops, 
documents, iPads and a number of USB 
storage devices.

Police said the investigation relates to 
allegations of drug trafficking as well as 
secret commissions. 

Operation Hawk was established in 
July 2024 to specifically target criminal 
behaviour linked to the construction 
industry and transitioned to Taskforce 
Hawk in June 2025.

This was in response to a number of 
fresh allegations of serious and violent 
criminal behaviour.

Gisborne man arrested as part of secret commissions investigations

Hume council will seek to extend the bound-
ary of Woodlands Historic Park in its latest 
bid to squash illegal dumping. 

During the 24 August council meet-
ing, councillor Naim Kurt successfully 
moved a motion to request the boundary 
of Woodlands Historic Park be extended 
to the outer perimeter of Oaklands Road. 

Cr Kurt said the land along Oaklands 
Road has increasingly been used for off-
road driving, informal 4WD testing and 
illegal dumping. 

“The solution to this really is to move 
the boundary of the Woodlands Historic 
Park to incorporate that informal service 
road that sits along Oaklands Road there 
and to move the fencing up to the main 
road. That would increase the size of the 
Woodlands Historic Park,” he said.

“It would stop the access which has 
been ongoing for years and years and 
years. People using it for illegal four-
wheel driving, taking their trailers there, 
using it to go off the side of the road and 
to dump rubbish as well.” 

The land along Oaklands Road has 
been previously identified to council as 
an informal service road by the former 
roads minister, according to council. 

Illegal dumping in the area had also 
occurred this month, with Cr Kurt call-
ing out a dumper in the chamber and 
through a Facebook post. 

“We had the completely embarrassing 
situation happen last week where a ve-
hicle became bogged in the wet weather 
dumping rubbish there and the gentle-
man ended up being on the front page of 
every person travelling past sitting under 
the tree and the tens of thousands of cars 
driving past getting photographed by it 
and put up on social media,” he said. 

Park boundry push 
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Scammers impersonate brands people already 

know and trust, and banks are among the most-

effective disguises available to them when trying 

to catch out people and businesses.

“Scammers love to impersonate known 

brands, known entities,” said Shannon Brown,

CommBank’s Fraud and Scams Industry, In-

telligence and Disruption Senior Manager. “But 

they also really like to impersonate banks.”

The clearest example is the callback scam, 

and it starts with a message that doesn’t ask you 

to click anything.

“Customers may receive an SMS or an email 

asking them to call a number to fix a problem,”

Brown said. Ringing a number feels like the 

cautious thing to do, which is part of why it works.

“When the customer calls that number, they 

actually hear hold music and an automated voi-

ceasking them to select an option to talk with a 

phone specialist,” Brown said. “It sounds reallyle-

gitimate and really mimics that call centre expe-

rience that most of us are familiar with.”

“In a lot of these scam calls, we hear scammers 

say, hey, I know the first six digits of your card,”

Brown said. “People take that as a sign of fa-

miliarity. They think, obviously you must work 

for the bank because you know my card number.”

Those six digits are not personal informa-

tion. They can often be a bank identification 

number,which is standard across a card range, so 

the same six digits sit on many cards. Brown say-

sscammers may already know them from pub-

licly sourced information.

Brown says they will ask for details such as a 

client number, a password, multi-factor authen-

tication codes, or a full card number, anything 

that helps them take over an account orgain 

unauthorised access. They may even ask you to 

download remote access software to access your 

computer.

The other version is a direct request for mon-

ey, and it tends to arrive in the same words.

“Often they’ll use language like, make a pay-

ment to a safe account, and that’s a really big red-

flag,” Brown said.

Stop. If a call or text claiming to be CommBank 

seems suspicious, take a breath so you can think 

clearly before you act.

Check. Look for a different way to verify it. If 

the contact claims to be from CommBank, hang 

up and reach us through official channels like 

the CommBank website, CommBank app or the-

number on the back of your card.

Reject. Cut off the contact, don’t make a pay-

ment and don’t hand over your information.

Find out more at CommBank Newsroom

sponsored content

Why scammers pretend to be your 
bank and how the con can work

12894788-MS36-26

Briefs

Remains found
Police have found human remains 

as part of their investigation into a 

shooting in Wildwood. The yet to be 

formally identified remains were found 

about 3pm on Wednesday 26 August 

covered in grass on Havelock Road 

in Clarkefield. The coroner has been 

advised. The discovery follows an 

incident where a 37-year-old Meadow 

Heights man was allegedly shot 

following a dispute with the occupants 

of a property on Wildwood Road on 

19 August. A 56-year-old Wildwood 

man was arrested on 20 August and 

charged with one count of intentionally 

cause serious injury. Police said 

they will consider alternate charges 

following the results of a postmortem. 

Police believe the parties involved were 

known to each other.

Copper theif caught 
Police have arrested a woman following 

a burglary in Sunbury.  Officers were 

called to reports of a woman breaking 

into an abandoned property on Horne 

Street about 1.30am on Friday 28 

August. A toolbox and multiple piles 

of copper were allegedly located 

and seized in the hallway. The Port 

Melbourne woman was arrested and 

charged with burglary, going equipped 

to steal, trespass and possess 

controlled weapon. She was bailed to 

appear at court next year.

FOR BREAKING NEWS, VISIT 

Web: starweekly.com.au

 Sunbury & Macedon Ranges Star 

Weekly  @starweeklynews

 @star_weekly

Salesian student set for Vietnam 
Salesian College Sunbury student Willow 
Hook-Nicol is about to embark on the trip 
of a lifetime. 

The year nine student is one of 12 across 
the state to be chosen to travel to Vietnam 
as winners of the Premier’s Spirit of Anzac 
Prize. 

The annual competition is open to 
Victorian students in years nine to 12, with 
winners receiving a fully funded overseas 
study tour.

Students will visit historic sites across 
Vietnam including Ho Chi Minh, Hanoi 
as well as the villages of Hoa Long and Nui 
Dat.

The tour is designed to deepen the 
students’ understanding of Australia’s 
history of service and sacrifice in relation 
to the Vietnam War. 

Willow said she was thrilled to be given 
the opportunity. 

“I’ve always had a fairly big interest in 

history and war and I knew that I had 
some relatives who had fought in the wars 
before,” she said. “I thought this trip would 
be really beneficial for me because I’ve also 
been considering joining the army when 
I’m older, and being able to fully immerse 
myself in such a significant place would 
just mean a lot to me. 

“It would really put all of the stories 
and stuff that I’ve read into perspective 
because we’re going to real places where 
the historical events happened.” 

Willow said she was shocked to hear she 
had won but her mum knew the trip was 
meant to be. 

“My mum from the very start had been 
saying that she knew I was going to get it as 
soon as I applied,” she said. “She was very 
adamant that I was going to get it.” 

Willow and the 12 other students will 
head to Vietnam on 20 September for a 
nine day trip.

Year 9 student Willow Hook-Nicol. (Damjan Janevski) 572007_01
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Find your new  
home in Sunbury 

Resort-style living designed for over 55s

Discover easy living at Ingenia Lifestyle Sunbury, 

where contemporary comfort meets a relaxed, 

connected way of life. Home to a close-knit 

community and thoughtfully planned amenities,  

the future you’ve imagined is within reach.

 

Modern low-maintenance homes and welcoming 

resort-style spaces create opportunities for 

connection, wellbeing and everyday enjoyment in  

a neighbourhood you can truly call home.

Potential to
free up money

Low maintenance 
living

Own your
own home

Keep any 
capital gains

Explore more

Artist’s impression – to be used as guide only.

*Prices are current at the time of publication in July 2026 and may be subject to change.

For life minded people 

BrouleeSarina 22 21 21 $575,000*$499,000*

Artist’s impression – to be used as guide only.Artist’s impression – to be used as guide only.
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A gem that keeps shining

W
hen contacted to see if she’d be 
available for a photo to go with 
this story on the 20th anniversary 

edition of her debut memoir ‘Unpolished 
Gem,’ Alice Pung kindly replied that the 
week from 22-28 August wasn’t a great time.

In fact, it may well have been the 52nd 
most ideal week of the year to try and find 
space in the Footscray born author’s diary.

“I’m so sorry - you’ve caught an author 
at the busiest week of the year next week 
(Book Week),” Pung replied via email, 
in what must be one of the nicer ways in 
which one person has told another that he 
or she is an idiot.

As the author of 14 books, many of 
them children’s titles, of course Pung was 
going to be in great demand at libraries, 
bookshops, and schools during Book Week.

And given her award-winning memoir 
about growing up in Melbourne’s 
inner-west in the 80’s and 90’s as the 
daughter of Chinese-Cambodian migrants 
has been re-released to mark two decades 
since it was first published, of course this 
year’s book week was going to be busier 
than usual.

After all, Pung credits Unpolished Gem’s 
continued presence on school curricula as 
a big reason for it being remembered at all.

“Every single year there is at least one 
school, either in Australia or overseas, 
studying it.  It just keeps going and going,” 
Pung said of the enduring appeal her 2006 
release has with English teachers and 
students.

Given many debut authors barely sell 20 
copies of their books, let alone have them 
remain in circulation for 20 years, it’s no 
surprise Pung wanted to spend book week 
with some of the readers who’ve helped 
make this possible.

Which is a long-winded way of saying no 
photos could be taken with Pung for this 
story and that book week is probably not 
a great time to try and organise them with 
authors.

Fortunately some excellent pics were 
taken with Pung and her family at the 2Oth 
anniversary edition launch in July.

That took place at Footscray Library, the 
same place where Pung spent countless 
hours writing her memoir two decades 
earlier after attracting the interest of a 
publisher through a magazine article she’d 
written.

 Back then the library seemed about as 
far as the book might go.

“I’m always surprised,” Pung said of 
Unpolished Gem’s success in an interview 
with Star Weekly done (thankfully) before 
book week.

“I thought it’d be in print for six months 
and there’d be a few copies in the Footscray 
Library and my dad would buy up the rest.”

Pung’s dad, Kuan, and mother, Kien, 
loom large in Unpolished Gem, as do their 
extended family who all fled to Australia 
from Cambodia in the early 1980s to escape 
the murderous regime of Pol Pot and the 
Khmer Rouge.

Settling in Footscray and then 
Braybrook, Pung’s parents started running 
an electrical goods store on the corner of 
Barkley and Donald streets more than 40 
years ago and can still be found behind the 
counter of the now Betta Electrical outlet 
today.

Pung worked there as a teenager in 
the 90’s, not long after Victoria’s large 
psychiatric institutions were closed and 
many of the patients ended up on the 
streets of suburbs like Footscray.

“We had a lot of these eccentric and really 
wonderful and interesting people suddenly 
in the community and a lot of them came 

into my dad’s shop where I’d worked 
since I was 16, so I got really used to these 
eccentric people,” she recalled, noting that 
it was these types of stories that helped the 
book stand out, especially compared to 
other memoirs about growing up in Asian 
families.

“I guess, at the time it was published, it 
was a little bit unusual. The books that were 
being published came from America or 
they came from Asia and had titles, such as 
Wild Swans, Falling Leaves, Ten Thousand 
Sorrows, and Chinese Cinderella, that 
told a very specific narrative of immigrant 
success. Hardship and success,” Pung said.

“My book is full of losers.” 
Not that there wasn’t pressure to succeed 

at home for Pung too. 
Combined with cultural differences, 

prejudice and the emotional toll that being 
a teenager can have on anyone, it led to a 
moment that definitely marked Unpolished 
Gem as not your garden variety migrant 
memoir. 

 “I had a nervous breakdown at 17 which 
no Asian Australian puts in a book, but 
I document it in all its details which was 
something kind of unexpected at the time,” 
Pung said in an upbeat tone completely at 
odds with the content, before adding: “it’s 
not a misery memoir, it’s pretty funny,” just 
to make sure.

Having people misunderstand 
Unpolished Gem is something Pung has 
dealt with since the moment it came out.

By way of example, she recalled the 
book’s original launch which took place 
after she’d graduated from university with 
a law degree and had begun working as a 
solicitor.

“My dad invited all his friends,” Pung 
said of the crowd of fellow Footscray shop 
owners and factory workers from the local 
Chinese community who came along and 
bought copies for $25 each.

“It was an hour’s salary back then.”
However it was the reaction of their 

children who also came along that caught 
her eye.

“Their children looked a bit disgruntled 
and I kept wondering why and then I 
realised on the back of the book cover it 
said ‘Alice Pung is a Melbourne born writer 
and lawyer.’

“These parents had focused on the word 
lawyer and thought oh this must be a 
manual on how to make it for their kids so 
they were buying it for their kids as a book 
of inspiration,” Pung said of the moment 
she realised that many of the young people 
in the audience probably hated her as a 
result.

“I would have too,” she added, before 
noting that it didn’t take long for some of 
them to change their minds.

“But then I got all these emails from 
young Asian Australians who’d read my 
book including of some of the disgruntled 
kids at my book launch and they said “oh 
gosh” I had no idea you had a nervous 
breakdown’ and “I said to my parents, see 
this is what happens if you push me too 
hard.”

Pung now lives with her husband Nick 
and three children near Melbourne 
University where she is the writer in 
residence at Janet Clarke Hall, though she 
still returns to the inner west to visit family 
at least once a week.

“I see wonderful things,” she said of 
her regular visits to Footscray, expressing 
excitement at the proposed Creative West 
development at the library.

“But I also see all the poverty there. I live 
and work near the university which is a very 
privileged area and then when I go back to 
Footscray you do see a direct contrast.”

Pung said a book like Unpolished Gem 
could still be written in the Footscray 
of today, though it would come from a 
different migrant perspective. 

“It would be someone like Mayor 
Mohamed (Maribyrnong mayor Mohamed 
Semra) or a young Burmese resident 
of Footscray, because that’s the new 
generation experiencing the same social 
and financial issues and also the prejudice,” 
she said, noting that many of the labels 
attached to young African Australians 
today are the same as those given to young 
Asian Australians of her generation.

“We were the druggies, we were the 
gangs back then.”

But as much as the skin colour and origin 
of those on the receiving end of racial 
prejudice may have changed, Pung said 
the person inspiring it was depressingly 
familiar. 

 “The one constant in my life is Pauline 
Hanson.

“When I was 16 she was around and 
now 30 years later, she’s still around. This 
story is still exactly the same because the 
counter force in our lives is still the same 
woman.”

Unpolished Gem 20th Anniversary 
Edition is out now, published by Black Inc.

Alice Pung thought her memoir of life growing up as the daughter of Asian migrants in the inner-west would barely make 

it to the shelves of Footscray Library. Two decades, thousands of copies and a swag of awards later, the 20th anniversary 

edition of Unpolished Gem was recently launched there. She spoke to Cade Lucas about her book that just keeps on going.

Betta Electrical, Footscray, where author Alice Pung worked as a teenager and which her parents 

still run. (Damjan Janevski)

Alice Pung (centre) and family at the 20th anniversary edition launch of her memoir Unpolished Gem at Footscray Library. (Pictures: Supplied)

         The books that were being published ... told a very specific narrative of immigrant success. 

Hardship and success. My book is full of losers  - Alice Pung
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The parliamentary inquiry into waste-to-en-
ergy has called for tougher regulations but 
has fallen short of calling for minimum buf-
fers to be established around waste-to-ener-
gy facilities. 

The inquiry into the development and 
expansion of waste-to-energy in Victoria 
handed 59 findings and 33 recommenda-
tions to the state government. 

As part of the recommendations, the 
Legislative Council Economy and Infra-
structure Committee has called for greater 
transparency around waste-to-energy li-
cence allocation decisions, public reviews 
of the state’s waste-to-energy cap and a 
central public register of waste-to-energy 
projects. 

It has also called for greater community 
consultation requirements, independent 
auditing and greater public reporting of 
facility emissions, as well as requiring 
operators of waste-to-energy facilities 
to fund an independently administered 
community health surveillance program 
as a condition of planning approval. 

One of the committee’s findings deter-
mined that  an appropriate buffer between 
a waste-to-energy facility and nearby resi-
dential areas is one of the most significant 
planning judgements, with no prescribed 
minimum separation distance provided, 
however, it did not recommend including 
a minimum buffer zone for the facilities. 

Instead, the recommendation encour-
aged the state government to provide 
communities with clear, accessible infor-

mation explaining how buffer distances 
for waste-to-energy are determined, in-
cluding the factors considered, and why 
those distances are considered appropri-
ate. 

The inquiry also found Victoria faces a 
growing residual waste challenge, with 5.7 
million tonnes generated in 2024 and pro-
jected to rise to 8.9 million tonnes by 2053. 

“Managing Victoria’s residual waste is 
one of the state’s most significant envi-
ronmental challenges,” committee chair 
Georgie Purcell said. 

The committee found Victoria is not 
currently on track to meet its target of di-
verting 80 per cent of waste from landfill by 
2030 and stressed that waste avoidance, re-
use and recycling must remain the priority. 

“To reduce this challenge the Victo-

rian government should advocate to the 
Commonwealth government to consider 
requiring manufacturers take greater re-
sponsibility for products at the end of their 
life,” Ms Purcell said. 

Two waste-to-energy facilities have 
been proposed for Melbourne’s north, in-
cluding in Sunbury and Wollert. 

Both facilities have received 
waste-to-energy cap licences under Recy-
cling Victoria, with Cleanway’s application 
for Wollert currently under assessment 
with the planning minister. 

No application has been made by HiQ 
for the Sunbury proposal. 

The state government has six months to 
respond to the report and its recommen-
dations.

Inquiry report released
By Georgia Tacey

Sunbury residents have welcomed the 
findings and recommendations of the 
waste-to-energy inquiry, but question why 
minimum buffers weren’t included. 

Around 80 community members from 
Sunbury, Wollert and Lara gathered at State 
Parliament on Tuesday 25 August to wit-
ness the tabling of the inquiry’s final report.

The inquiry looked into the develop-
ment and expansion of waste-to-energy in-
frastructure in Victoria making 59 findings 
and 33 recommendations.

 No Waste Incinerator Sunbury spokes-
person Alison Medforth welcomed the re-
port, but said she wished the recommenda-
tions went further. 

“Overall, my thoughts are that the final 
report is a bit lacklustre, but it’s still an ab-
solute positive for us,” she said. 

“We have presented them with all of our 
evidence and now we get to hold them to 
account for what they’ve put in here or what 
they’ve specifically failed to put in here. Ev-
erything is out in the open and we have a lot 
more transparency now.” 

Missing from the recommendations was 
a minimum buffer between homes and 
waste-to-energy facilities, which Western 
Metropolitan MP David Ettershank re-
vealed was rejected as part of his minority 
report. 

If it goes ahead, the waste-to-energy fa-
cility in Sunbury would be 800 metres from 
proposed residential housing, according to 
the committee’s report. 

“I personally would have thought that 
would be an easy thing that everyone could 
agree on … but apparently not,” Ms Med-

forth said. 
She also questioned why a recommen-

dation requiring environmental effects 
statements as part of waste-to-energy ap-
plications was not included. 

Ms Medforth said the state government 
should, at a minimum, adopt recommenda-
tions 21 and 22, requiring independent au-

dits of emissions from thermal waste-to-en-
ergy facilities rather than relying on 
operators to self-assess and report, along 
with continuous emissions monitoring and 
real-time public reporting of contaminants.

Mr Ettershank called on the state govern-
ment to respond promptly to the report and 
the community’s concerns. 

“We’re talking about giant industrial in-
cinerators operating around the clock, yet 
the report still won’t recommend a mini-
mum distance from people’s homes. That’s 
not good enough,” he told Star Weekly.

“Sunbury residents shouldn’t be the 
guinea pigs for Victoria’s waste-to-energy 
experiment.”

Residents should not be waste-to-energy ‘guinea pigs’ 

Sunbury and Wollert residents were among those rallying at parliament on 25 August (Supplied).

By Georgia Tacey
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Kids across Sunbury and the Macedon 
Ranges celebrated Children’s Book Week, 
enjoying storytimes and dressing up as 
their favourite characters. Star Weekly 

photographer Damjan Javenski was out and 
about to capture all the best costumes and 
fun across Sunbury and Gisborne.

Storybook dress-up stars 
Gisborne librarian Georgina Smith for story time (Photos: Damjan Janevski). 574392_01

Mum Kara Murphy with her children William, 2 

and Adalyn, 9 months. 574392_02

Killara Primary School student Paddy. 

570931_01

Killara Primary School student Harlow. 570931_03

Jamielyn Kennedy with Chelsea and Zara, 1. 

574392_04

Killara Primary School student Dylan. 

570931_02

Mum Lydia Fus with her son William, 5. 

574392_03

Killara Primary School student Charlie. 

570931_06

Killara Primary School student Lachlan. 

570931_04Killara Primary School student Eden. 570931_05
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Romsey movie buff Evan Turok is Star 
Weekly’s film reviewer. Each month he 
shares his take on recent releases, cult 
classics, modern favourites and every-
thing in between.

The Odyssey - M
There was so much anticipation for 
Christopher Nolan’s The Odyssey I thought 
it could never meet the astronomical 
expectations. Then it did. 

The Odyssey is the story of the Greek 
warrior Odysseus’ His quest home after a 
vicious battle, being met time and time again 
by an array of mythical beasts, witches, and 
the wrath of the gods themselves.

Christopher Nolan delivers on every 
promise, an in-your-face story that shows 
every last detail. 

Whether it was bloody battles, the grim 
realities of the 40 men sealed in a wooden 
horse for days, or the twisted intricacies of a 
magical transformation, you see it all. 

As much of a visual feast as it was, the 
immersion reached its peak with the use of 

immaculate sound design. 
A specific scene comes to mind in which 

the point-of-view character blocks his ears 
with wax to avoid hearing the dangerously 
deceptive siren song. 

At first, one half of the cinema was dulled 
and then, separately, the other half. Soon, 
all you could hear was the gentle wind and 
a lulling horn amidst the chaos. It was a 

surreal experience.  The Odyssey is the best 
film in the last 12 months and demands to 
be watched in the best format possible. 

If you have a chance, take advantage 
of the fact that we live in the city with the 
largest screen on the face of the Earth, 
watch it in IMAX Melbourne, and enjoy the 
experience as it was intended.
4.5/5

Cool Hand Luke - M
The charismatic Paul Newman gives his 
finest performance in the 1967 film Cool 
Hand Luke. 

Sent to a prison labour camp for a 
senseless crime, Luke’s defiant positivity 
makes him a target for the spirit crushing 
warden. 

Cool Hand Luke is a story about 
brotherhood, learning to lean on one 
another and enjoying the little things that 
hold us together. 

Newman is a master of expressing the full 
range of emotions, making the most of every 
second of screen time.

 The film’s most powerful scene comes 
when Newman sings a song to honour his 
late mother. As the passion pours out on the 
screen, a single tear rolls down his cheek, 
expressing more raw emotion than words 
ever could.

Using the camera to tell a story is the 
first priority when shooting a film. There’s 
always a straightforward way to tick these 
boxes, but director Stuart Rosenberg never 
takes the easy way out. 

Shooting scenes through the reflection of 
a prison guard’s sunglasses or interchanging 
the foreground and background in and out 
of focus with artistic precision are just some 
of the ways this film stands out visually.

I often try avoiding diving too deep into 
the endings of a film. But in this case, you 
have had 59 years to see Cool Hand Luke 
– this one’s on you! The film’s devastating 
ending was not only ahead of its time, but 
left me absolutely shattered and loving 
every second of it. Taking bold risks, both 
visually and story-wise, makes Cool Hand 
Luke a film that sits above the standard
4/5

Movies deliver cinema magic

Evan Turok. (Damjan Janevski) 545799_04
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What’s your connection to Melbourne’s 
north-west?
For me, Brimbank symbolises connection 
to family, community, and cultural identity. 
Although I was born in Footscray, my 
childhood memories begin in Brimbank 
after my parents moved from Deer Park in 
the late 1970s, when I was a pre-schooler. 
One of my earliest memories is our backyard 
which was filled with grape vines, olive 
and fruit trees, and seasonal vegetables 
that my parents grew in effort to create 
sense of home connected to their roots 
in Cyprus. My connection to Brimbank 
is also shaped by family gatherings at my 
grandparents’ home in St Albans, where we 
had barbecues, sang, danced, and listened 
to my grandfather’s stories.  I feel deeply 
connected to Brimbank because it is home 
to a large Cypriot Turkish community, 
including many of my own relatives. At the 
same time, I value Brimbank’s Indigenous 
history and acknowledge that our lives 
here are built on the unceded lands of 
the Bunurong and Wurundjeri peoples, 
the Traditional Owners of the land. This 
awareness developed in my adult years 
and has become an important part of my 
connection to Brimbank.

What do you like about Brimbank? 
The cultural diversity of Brimbank. It is one 
of Victoria’s most culturally diverse local 
government areas, home to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples as 

well as communities from many cultural 
backgrounds. More than 160 languages 
are spoken in Brimbank, and the majority 
of residents speak a language other than 
English at home. I value the way this 
diversity has shaped Brimbank’s economic 
and social landscape. I believe there is 
a strong sense of social cohesion, with 
people from different backgrounds living, 
working, and learning alongside one 
another. Schools, neighbourhoods, and 
community spaces create opportunities 
for meaningful relationships and greater 
understanding across cultures. This 
diversity fosters a strong sense of belonging 
and connection among many community 
groups and reflects the strengths of 
Australian multiculturalism.

What’s something people would be 
surprised to know about you?
I would say my sewing skills and how it 

has shaped my personal and academic 
development. Although they may seem 
unrelated, I see a strong connection 
between the two. As a child, I was 
introduced to sewing by my mother. 
Inspired by her, I began sewing at a 
young age, and later these skills led to 
employment. For many years, I worked for 
designer while studying and raising my 
children as a single mother.  

What do you like about being the 
president of, and a part of, the North 
Cyprus Turkish Community of Victoria?
The centre holds deep importance for both 
the Cypriot Turkish community and for 
me personally. I see it as the heart of our 
community, it’s a place where community 
members come together to celebrate 
cultural and social events. It is also home 
to many other community groups who 
regularly use the space. 

It is a privilege to serve as president of 
the North Cyprus Turkish Community of 
Victoria. 

Being the president allows me to make a 
direct contribution to the community while 
applying my background in community 
psychology in meaningful ways. 

In this role I work also closely with 
community members and Brimbank 
council to establish and support social 
wellbeing initiatives. One that I value 
deeply is Minik Hearts Playgroup, which 
a group of mothers, grandmothers and I 
established  in October 2025. It is a weekly 
program that creates a welcoming space for 
the Cypriot Turkish, Turkish, and broader 
Brimbank community to connect. Through 
play, music, and storytelling, children 
are encouraged to learn Cypriot Turkish 
language and culture, while families come 
together to socialise, build relationships, 
and support one another.

MY PLACE
Dr Lutfiye Ali is president of 

the North Cyprus Turkish 

Community of Victoria. 

She talks with Sam Porter 

about her connection to 

west and its Cypriot Turkish 

community.

FROM THE ARCHIVES Star Weekly looks back through the pages of our predecessors

35 years ago 
3 September, 1991 

The urban sprawl is having an insidious 
effect on the cost of housing in rural 
centres, inflating prices and making 
it unaffordable to many country 
families, a Central Highlands forum in 
Daylesford has been told. 

20 years ago 
29 August, 2006 

The legacy of war is long-lasting and 
is often passed down to succeeding 
generations through stories and 
memorabilia. 

30 years ago 
3 September, 1996

More than 40 people will be forced 
to find new homes if plans to close 
Kyneton Caravan Park go ahead. 

10 years ago 
30 August, 2016

A new green waste voucher scheme for 
Macedon Ranges’ residents has been 
put on hold until next year after a public 
backlash.

Dr Lutfiye Ali. 

(Damjan Janevski) 

546038_01



FEATURING ... BOOK WEEKAdvertising feature

Students, staff and families at Kismet Park 
Primary School have celebrated the magic 
of reading during Book Week 2026 with a 
whole-school costume parade and a special 
invitation extended to children from neigh-
bouring McEwen Drive Kindergarten.

The annual celebration sees students 
dress as their favourite book characters, 
bringing beloved stories to life while 
showcasing the joy that reading in-
spires. The event aims to foster a lifelong  
love of books and literacy while strength-
ening connections within the local com-
munity.

The highlight of Book Week is the co-
lourful whole-school parade, featuring 
students from every year level proudly 
displaying their creative costumes and 
favourite literary characters. Children 
from McEwen Drive Kindergarten joined 
the festivities, giving future students an 
opportunity to experience the vibrant 
school community and share in the ex-
citement of Book Week.

Acting principal Sam Carlton said 
“Book Week is one of the most anticipat-
ed events on the school calendar”.

“Book Week provides a wonderful op-
portunity to celebrate the power of stories 
and the important role reading plays in 
every child’s learning journey,” said Sam. 

“We are delighted to welcome our lo-
cal kindergarten children to join us as we 
share our love of books and literacy.”

Throughout the week, students par-
ticipated in a range of literacy-focused 
activities, including classroom reading 
sessions, creative writing tasks, participa-
tion in the State Library of Victoria’s on-
line Book Week celebrations, and whole-
school competitions such as Guess the 
Teacher Behind the Book, Book Treasure 

Hunts and daily Book Week quizzes, all 
designed to inspire imagination, curiosity 
and a lifelong love of reading.

Literacy learning specialist Brodie 
Lane said the event highlights the school’s 
commitment to developing strong read-
ers and lifelong learners.

“Books have the power to transport us 
to new worlds, introduce us to different 
perspectives and spark creativity,” Brodie 
said. 

“Book Week is a chance for students to 
celebrate the stories they love and discov-
er new ones.”

The school was excited to welcome 
families and the kindergarten children 
to join the celebration and share in a day 
filled with creativity, learning and com-
munity spirit.

For more information, please contact 
the school or follow its social media chan-
nels for updates.

Kismet Park PS brings stories to life during Book Week 

  

Acting principal Sam Carlton and assistant 

principal Louisa Beckenham joined in on the fun.
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WANT YOUR EVENT LISTED? Commu-
nity Calendar is made available free of 
charge to not-for-profit organisations 
to keep the public informed of special 
events and activities. Send item details 
to Star Weekly Community Calendar, 
Corner Thomsons Road and Keilor Park 
Drive, Keilor Park, 3042, or email to 
westeditorial@starweekly.com.au by 9am 
Wednesday the week prior to publication.

Art to wear
Art to Wear in The Gallery is the feature 
of the Focus Room at the Gallery Mt 
Macedon for the month of August until 
Monday 7 September. Ten textile art-
ists, including members of The Gallery, 
will show knits, silks, felts, hats and 
much more. The Gallery is at 684 Mount 
Macedon Road, Mt. Macedon behind the 
Trading Post, open Friday to Tuesday, 
10am-4pm.
■ colleenweste@gmail.com, 0419 009 030

Chamber Poets
The next Chamber Poets Woodend will 
take place on Saturday 12 September 
1-3.30pm. Special guest poets, live music, 
open readings, bar, snacks, prizes. $10 
cash at the door. All welcome!
■ facebook.com/groups/ChamberPoets/
about

Riddell and District Seniors Club 
Join the club for a chef-prepared three-
course meal every Thursday at the 
Riddells Creek Community Centre. 
Lunch is held at 11.45am for a noon start 
every Thursday. Pricing ranges between 
$15-$20 for members and visitors, with a 
yearly membership fee of $10. 
■ Margaret 0498 101 008, riddellscrksen@
gmail.com 

Jackson’s Creek Combined Probus Club 
The Jackson’s Creek Combined Probus 
Club meets the second Monday of the 
month at Sunbury Bowling Club. Doors 
open 10 am and meeting starts at 10:30 
am. New members welcome. We have 
monthly outings, lunches, speakers and 
much much more. 
■ Marilyn.  0412 235 774

Rotary tall ship
Sunbury Rotary are inviting youth aged 
15 to 17 years of age for the adventure of 
a lifetime, aboard a tall ship. Youth will 
be able to learn how to sail and steer the 
ship over a short journey alongside other 
Rotary youth. 
■ Terry, 0455 667 277, Bob 0407 546 000 

Sunbury Blue Light Disco 
Sunbury Blue Light Discos run  
throughout the year at the Sunbury 
Memorial Hall for primary school-
aged children. Established in 1987, the  
initiative is led by dedicated Victoria 
Police members and community  
volunteers, and are always looking for 
more volunteers to add to the team. 
■ facebook.com/sunburybluelightdisco, 
sunburybluelight@gmail.com 

Sunbury Woodworkers Club 
Join the Sunbury Woodworkers Club 
to learn woodturning. No experience 
or tools required. The club is a wel-
coming environment open to men and  
women who wish to learn. Meetings 
for new guests are held on the third 
Wednesday of every month at 7.30pm at 
its workshop on Circular Drive, Jackson’s 
Hill, Sunbury. 
■ Anita, 0417 402 795

Come have a chat
Delve into deeper topics and enjoy 
intriguing conversations by joining 
the Table 8 Discussion Group. Chats 
every Tuesday, from 10.30-11.30am, at 
Macedon Lounge, 40 Victoria Street, 

Macedon.
■ Carol, 0431 186 575 

Sunbury Repair Cafe 
Happening every third Saturday of the 
month at Sunbury Neighbourhood House 
from 10am-12.30pm. Join the team for a 
cuppa and a skill share repairing broken 
items to help prevent it from going to 
landfill. 
■ sunburyhouse.com.au 

Crop Swap 
Swap your excess produce and get 
your hands dirty learning about the  
edible, indigenous and useful plants 
in Sunbury Neighbourhood House’s  
garden. Happening every third Saturday 
of the month from 10am onwards at the 
Sunbury Neighbourhood House. 
■ sunburyhouse.com.au 

Sunbury Badminton Club
The club plays social games at all times, 
with tournament and competition nights 
during the year. All are welcome to 
attend at Clarke Oval Stadium, 49 Riddell 
Road, Sunbury. Open Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Saturday nights 7.30pm 
to 9.30pm. Plus Wednesdays 10am -noon.
 ■ sunburybc@gmail.com

Sunbury Over 55s Social Table Tennis
Every Wednesday from 1-3pm, in the 
Sunbury Recreation Stadium, Sunbury 
Recreation Reserve (Clarke Oval). No 
experience or booking necessary. Come, 
have a look and give it a try.
■ Bruce, 0438 027 978

North West District Pipe Band

North Western District Pipe Band meets 
every week at the Diggers Rest Bowling 
Club. They’re looking for any pipers or 
drummers out there, retired or beginners, 
for social play outs.
■ Hank, 0412 160 576 

Sunbury Ladies’ Badminton Club 
The club plays social and  
competition games every Thursday 
morning 9.30am-noon, excluding public 
and school holidays at the Eric Boarman 
Stadium, Wilsons Lane, Sunbury. All skill 
levels welcomed.
■ sunburylbc@gmail.com

Sunbury Art Society
Join the SAS group for all things arty. The 
group meets on Fridays and Saturdays 
at its new location at Artrise in Jacksons 
Hill from 10am-3pm. New members and 
beginners welcome.
■ sunburyartsociety.com

Woodlands Ladies Probus Club
Woodlands Ladies Probus Club is for 
retired and semi-retired ladies who 
are looking for new friends and social 
activities.  The club meets on the fourth 
Monday every month at Club Sunbury, 
with guest speakers and lunch after. 
■ Jessie, 0458 190 254, woodlandsla-
dies.3429@gmail.com 

Scottish Country Dancing Group
The Macedon Ranges Scottish Country 
Dancing Group meet every Thursday, 
1-3pm, at Buffalo Stadium, Woodend. 
The dancing involves social country 
dancing, not the highland dancing many 
people think of. The group dance in sets, 

learning different steps and formations 
– no special clothes needed, just soft flat 
shoes. The group are a friendly group 
having fun and keeping fit at the same 
time. No partners needed, just a smile 
and sense of fun.
■ Lynne, 0417 331 439, or Norm, 
0408 592 609

CWA Sunbury
CWA Sunbury meets second and 
fourth Mondays at St Mary’s Church, 
7-19 O’Shanassy Street, Sunbury. All  
women are welcome, and grandchildren  
welcome as well. 
■ Bev Goodman, 0402 988 954

With One Voice Sunbury
With One Voice Sunbury community 
choir is changing the world one voice at 
a time by providing an opportunity for 
people to meet and experience the joy 
of singing, often making friends through 
the shared experiences of singing and 
performing; although performing is 
not required. The choir rehearses each 
Tuesday from 6.30pm at Goonawarra 
Neighbourhood House, 8 Gullane Drive, 
Sunbury. A fun and welcoming choir, new 
members are welcome.
■ sunbury@withonevoice.org.au

Toastmasters
Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Toastmasters 
helps its members develop their public 
speaking, communication and leadership 
skills. The group meets on the first and third 
Tuesday of each month, from 7.30–9.30pm, 
at the Sunbury Community Centre, 531 
Elizabeth Drive, Sunbury.
■ vpm-4185@toastmastersclubs.org

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

14 SUNBURY & MACEDON RANGES STAR WEEKLY  Tuesday, 1 September, 2026

 

This week’s photographer’s choice picture is of 

Donna Jackson who is doing her comedy show Art 

Accidents & Underpants at The Yarraville Club. 

(Damjan Janevski) 573578_01
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Country music fans are being 
invited to take a trip down memory 
lane when Honky Tonk Queens 
plays at the Bacchus Marsh public 
Hall on Saturday 9 October at 11am.

Fronted by multi-award-winning 
Australian songstress Amber Joy 
Poulton, the live show celebrates 
some of country music’s biggest 
female voices, including Dolly 
Parton, Patsy Cline, Loretta Lynn, 
Tammy Wynette, Emmylou Harris, 
and Linda Ronstadt.

Presented as part of the Victorian 
Seniors Festival, the daytime 
performance promises a lively 
outing for audiences who enjoy 
classic country songs, storytelling, 
and world-class live entertainment. 

Poulton is renowned for 
her powerful voice, heartfelt 
songwriting, and uncanny ability to 
channel the spirit of country music 
legends.

Her career spans original 
music and acclaimed theatrical 
productions, including Coal 
Miner’s Daughter, a tribute to 
Loretta Lynn, and Man, I Feel Like 
a Woman, celebrating powerhouse 
women across country and pop. 

Since 2017, Coal Miner’s Daughter 
has toured Australia, telling the 
inspiring story of Loretta Lynn from 
humble beginnings to becoming 
the first ever female Entertainer of 
the Year, while featuring songs from 
the likes of Patsy Cline, Tammy 
Wynette and Parton.

Poulton has also continued to 
release her own music, including 
her latest album, Pretty Pennies, 
which explores life, love and the 
strength of women.

With a love for country music’s 
old-school sound, Poulton 
continues to draw inspiration 
from her idols while bringing their 
timeless songs to new audiences.

Honky Tonk Queens promises 
an afternoon of classic country 
favourites and a celebration of 
the women who helped shape 
the genre. Details: https://
w e l c o m e t o m o o r a b o o l . c o m /
e vent s-bac c hu sm a r s h-ba l la n-
gordon-black wood-g reenda le/
honk y-tonk-queens-at-bacchus-
marsh-public-hall.

Country vibes 

with Honky Tonk 

Queens

Award-winning Australian songstress 

Amber Joy Poulton will bring Honky Tonk 

Queens to the Bacchus Marsh Public 

Hall on Saturday 9 October. (Supplied)

Spend your Fridays in Footscray enjoying creativity
A new series of free Friday night events 
is set to transform the Footscray Library 
courtyard.

Running from 28 August to 18 September, 
Creative West Nights will feature live music, 
spoken word, Afro beats and comedy 
from some of Melbourne’s most exciting 
performers.

The four week series begins on Friday 28 
August with Footscray Unplugged in an 
intimate evening of live music  featuring 
Ella Thompson, Grace Robinson and Ruby 
Gill.

On Friday 4 September, spoken word, 

poetry storytelling take centre stage 
with Words by Candlelight, where Wani 
Toaishara,  John Englezos, Fleassy Malay, 
Konker Malual and Zaynab Farah will share 
their powerful voices and local stories. 

The following Friday 11 September is Afro 
Beats, a high-energy night of live music led 
by Sam Manzanza with support from Jarabi 
Band.

Comedy Roast will close out the series 
on Friday 18 September with comedians 
Geraldine Quinn, William Wang and Oliver 
Clark bringing the laughs and Lauren Bok 
acting as MC.

Presented by Maribyrnong 
council,Creative West Nights is designed 
to cement Footscray’s status as the 
cultural heart of Melbourne’s west 
following a period where the suburb 
has been in the news for the wrong reasons. 

The series is also aimed at supporting 
Footscray’s night time economy, with 
patrons encouraged to visit nearby bars 
and restaurants both before and after each 
performance.

Each Friday night event runs from 6-9pm 
at  Footscray Library. For more information 
and the full program,: bit.ly/4fuoVsv

Gisborne Vintage Machinery Society members Chris Dixon, Len Redway, Ian Northcott and John 

Beaty, and dog Theo. (Damjan Janevski) 573848_04

All aboard the Gisborne miniature train 
After the winter break, the Gisborne 
Vintage Machinery Society is getting 
ready to welcome you back to the Gisborne 
Steam Park for its monthly fun run day. 

Society member Ian Northcote said the 
group had been running for over 40 years, 
and invited the community to come on 
down with the whole family and enjoy the 
miniature train rides.

This month, the society will also host a 
Town and District Garage Sale, alongside 
the train rides. 

“You never know what you will find at a 
car boot sale,” Mr Northcote said. 

“Sometimes people spend five bucks on 
something and its worth $500. 

“You can just open your boot, empty out 
your stuff and put a price on everything. 

“This is the first time we’re doing 
something like this.” 

Mr Northcote said alongside the 
miniature train rides, there will also be 
an indoor model railway display and a 
sausage sizzle to enjoy. 

The open day and garage sale will be 
held on Sunday 6 September from 10am 
to 2pm at the Gisborne Steam Park, Webb 
Crescent, New Gisborne. The event is free 
to attend, with $10 for sellers on the day. 

Details: gisbornevmrs.com

As a hub for street and cultural dance, Jungle 
City is set to liven the Bowery Theatre, as 
part of the wonderful 2026-27 residency 
artist program. 

Jungle City has sustained a thriving 
street dance community through regular 
street style classes, major events, youth 
mentoring, camps and tours and festivals. 
The street dance hub has built partnerships 
with dance crews, major art institutions and 
festivals such as Moomba and Fringe to help 
street dance grow. 

Their residency will help build skills 
through the creative development and 

presentation of Let’s Get Married, an 
invitation to street dancers and the broader 
community to understand  the importance 
of ritual and ceremony.

The Bowery black box will be transformed 
into a glamorous wedding reception to 
wed a cast of street dancers inspired by the 
rich cultural tapestry that makes up the 
Brimbank community. 

The Bowery Theatre Residency program 
enables artists and arts organisations to 
make and present work with and for the 
Brimbank community. The 2025-2026 
community-engaged projects span theatre, 

music, expanded cinema, and site-specific 
public performance.

As part of the residency program, 
the selected artists will take risks and 
shape new works to be presented at The 
Bowery Theatre. The program offers 
financial and in-kind support, to enable 
creativity, connections, and artist 
development.

This residency is supported by Creative 
Victoria and is part of the Assemble project. 
Local theater-goers can look forward to a 
spectacular night of dance, culture, and 
celebration.

Street dance skills

Jungle City is led by 

professional dancer and 

educator Cat Sweeney. 

(Supplied)
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Real Estate
section of Network Classifi eds.

Buy, Rent & Sell in our
HOLDEN COMMODORE

2001 Model, registration

until 27.07.2027.

Plate No. 1KW1CT.

In very good condition.

$4,300.00

Ph: 0417 589 005.

FREE CAR
REMOVAL
Pay up to $500 for 

most cars 
Dead or Alive

LMCT 10268W

7 days a week service
Call Gus for a

free quotation on

0435 904 818
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6MOTOR VEHICLES

WRECKING
Announce your
special occasion

*Full colour 10cms x 1 col or 5cms x 2 col

1300 666 808
sales@networkclassifieds.com.au

We accept

$6060**
• Birthday Greetings
• Congratulations
• Welcome Baby
• Newlyweds
• Happy Anniversary

202632001-RV31-26

Announcements

Ca$h deal
for your
wheels!

FromFrom
$$5656**

with photowith photo
Your advertisement will be

published in the Classified section

for 15 weeks.

Advertise your car, motorbike, truck, tractor, trailer, 

caravan, campervan, machinery or even your boat 

(with trailer), houseboat or other water toys.

Include a colour photo for no extra charge.

*Conditions:

1)  Private sellers only.

No refunds once sold.

2)  Maximum of 10 lines 

including heading.

3)  Extra charge for extra 

lines above 10.

4)  Extra colour pics only 

$5.50 each.

Phone our friendly classifi ed staff  on

1300 666 808

sales@networkclassifieds.com.au

We accept

Family holidays a

thing of the past!

Time for a

new car?
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Complete Tree & Stump Removal
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1990 NISSAN URVAN

APCAT Campervan.

Very good condition,

new papcar and awning,

good tyres and towbar,

petrol or gas, dble bed or

single, kitchenette gas

stove, 3 way fridge, sink

water tank, Winch USB

port, new joule batteries,

solar system and 12 mths

rego. Rego No. IUT7GL.

Priced: $15,000

Ph. 0408 313 919

AVAN POP TOP
CARAVAN

2005 Oscar awning, as

new annex. Lots of free

extras included. Good

condition for its age, tows

well. Ball weight 120kgs

Registered to Oct 2026,

Rego R11 971.

"Performance" operated

jockey (easy

manoeuvring).

$15,000

Mobile: 0419 327 836

CARS WANTED

$$$$ Paid.
Buying all years 

and models
Call 0455 776 443

LMCT 12395 12
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CARAVANS &
TRAILERS

WANTED TO BUYCARAVANS &
TRAILERS

CANTEEN MANAGER
– PRIMARY SCHOOL
Riddells Creek Primary School

We are seeking an enthusiastic and organised 

Canteen Manager to join our school 

community.

Days: Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

Hours: 9:15 am – 2:35 pm

Total: 16 hours per week

Rate: Education Support – School Council 

Employee, $34.74 per hour (subject to 

Requirements:

• Current Working with Children Check

For further information or a copy of the role 

description, please contact Riddells Creek 

Primary School on 5428 7277.

Application close 4pm on Friday

4th September, 2026.
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Tree Removal • Tree Pruning

Report Writing • Stump Grinding • Fully Insured

Emergency Call Outs • Mulch Available

lee@cutandclimb.com.au
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cutandclimb
TREE SERVICES

Lee Guppy 0407 051 511
Dip. Hort. Arb

Motoring

POSITIONS VACANT

Employment

• Stumps Removed

• Fully Insured

• Woodchipping

& Mulching

• Pensioner Discounts
Certificate in Tree Climbing & Tree Felling

0418 378 097

5% DISCOUNT
on presentation

of this adAA
& ARCHIE’S

TREE SERVICE

REMOVED REMOVED 

OR OR 

TRIMMEDTRIMMED
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TREE LOPPING/SURGERY Professional
Services

Find it in the

section of Network

Classifi eds.

ADVERTISERS 

PLEASE NOTE
Anyone advertising a puppy, 
dog, kitten or cat in Victoria

for sale or re-homing will need 
a source number from the

Pet Exchange Register
and a microchip

identification number. 
It is now an offence to 

advertise unless the source 
number and microchip 
identification number is 

included in the
advertisement or notice.
For further information,

call 136 186 or visit
animalwelfare.vic.gov.au 1

2
4
2
3
6
3
4
-S

N
3
1
-1

9

ALL JOBS
Semi-Retired Builder at Your Service

s฀#ARPENTRY฀s฀0AINTING฀s฀4ILING฀s฀2ENOS

Phone Bruce 0402 438 844

DBU-13652
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PETS & SERVICESHANDY PERSONS

ADVERTISERS, in this sec-
tion are qualified practi-
tioners and offer non-
sexual services.

CARPENTER/ HANDYMAN
� All types of timber work � Renovations

� All general house repairs � Paint and Plaster repairs
Over 35 years of experience
Call Charles: 0419 316 198

MURRAY 
RIVER

REDGUM

Phone Peter on

03 5423 7103

Free Delivery
All Areas

BONE DRY FIREWOOD

3m split ............... $225 pcm
6m split ............... $220 pcm
12m split............... $215 pcm
20m split...................$210 pcm
20m unsplit.............$200 pcm
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CARPENTERS MASSAGE
THERAPISTS

MILLERS FALLS WORKER
Petrol Wood Chipper 13
HP, Twice used, $800 ono.
Ph Glen 0414 450 594.

FOR SALE

128
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AK BRICKLAYING
All Types of Bricklaying

Restoration Work • Brick Fences • Repair Work

Contact Adam 0422 250 675

BRICKLAYERS

Rainbow Club

48 Davies Avenue, 
Sunshine North
0468 693 833

SW
A6

56
6B

 $110/
30mins

Open
7

days
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Romsey 
Firewood

Phone Peter 

0418 384 796

Free Delivery
All Areas

EXCELLENT QUALITY

REDGUM

3m split ............. $225 pcm
6m split ............. $220 pcm
12m split............ $215 pcm

Local Split

3m split ................$175pcm
6m split ................$170pcm
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Star News Group is an independent, Australian, family-owned media company and a 
leading provider of trusted local journalism.

We publish newspapers and digital news services across Melbourne’s south east, the Shire 
of Yarra Ranges, Melbourne’s west and north, as well as selected regions in Queensland. 
Our network also includes a growing portfolio of niche and specialist titles.

With a strong commitment to digital innovation, Star delivers news across multiple 
platforms – print, ePapers, websites aligned to each masthead, newsletters and thriving 
social media channels. As a progressive publisher, we continue to invest in quality local 
journalism and products that strengthen community connection.

About the Role
A rare opportunity exists to join our newsroom as either an experienced journalist or a 
graduate/cadet entering the industry. These positions are based at our Keilor Park office 
and form part of a broader network of newsrooms producing weekly newspapers and daily 
digital content.

Our journalism is hyperlocal – focused on the stories, people, issues and decisions 
that shape the day-to-day life of our communities. You will work within an experienced 
independent publishing team with strong editorial leadership and a commitment to public-
interest reporting.

What We’re Looking For
We are seeking motivated and community-minded reporters – from experienced 
journalists to high-potential cadets – who can demonstrate initiative in news gathering and 
a passion for storytelling.

Key duties include:
• Reporting on general news, community issues, local government, sport and events
• Producing engaging digital and print editorial content
• Supporting special features and sponsored editorial as required
• Covering events across the region (including occasional after-hours commitments)
• Meeting deadlines and working within weekly production cycles
• Assisting with proofing and preparing content for print

Qualifications & Experience
• We’d love to hear from applicants who have:
• A tertiary qualification in journalism, communications, media, marketing or similar

(or currently completing)
• Strong writing skills and excellent command of the English language
• A news sense and curiosity about local people and issues
• The ability to work both independently and

collaboratively within a busy newsroom

To apply please send your resume and cover letter to 
Laura Michelle: laura.michell@starweekly.com.au

JOURNALIST - FULL TIME 

4 AUGUST, 2026

Established in 1924 as the                                   proudly serving Brimbank and the North West

Kathy Danoucaras, Nick Danoucaras and Sam Robertson

KND Denture Clinic, 192 Main Road East, St Albans 9364 3677

Also at: Suite 8, 242 Caroline Springs Boulevard, Caroline Springs. 8361 9722

• New Full and Partial Dentures • Implant Retained Over Dentures

• Metal Framed Dentures • Sports Mouthguards • Repairs • Relines

• HICAPS Available • Veteran Affairs • Victorian Denture Scheme Accepted

Australian Dental Prosthetists 

Association (Victoria)
12832170-LD30-26

QUALITY DENTURE CARE

HEALTH FUND REBATES PROMPT APPOINTMENTS

By Tara Murray and Sebastian Conidi

Landfill operations at Sunshine landfill 

are set to permanently cease after the 

Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

Victoria revoked Barro’s operation licence.

The EPA announced its decision on 

Monday 27 July .

However, Barro Group said the decision 

to cease operations was voluntary and was 

driven by the community’s message that it 

doesn’t want operations to continue at the 

landfill.
In a statement, Barro Group said it 

notified the EPA on 3 April that it had 

decided to voluntarily cease accepting 

waste on a permanent basis at the landfill 

and wished to voluntarily surrender its 

operating licence for the landfill.

Underground landfill fires have been 

burning since 2019, with residents , 

Brimbank council and local MPs calling 

for the site’s closure for a number of years.

In December, the EPA took strong 

regulatory action and notified the duty 

holder of its intention to suspend the 

licence because it believed Barro Group 

was unable to effectively manage risks 

to the community arising from landfill 

operations at the site.

The EPA said through this process, 

the Barro Group failed to demonstrate 

it could effectively manage the risks to 

the community from ongoing landfill 

operations and did not respond to the 

notice of intention to suspend.

“Instead, Barro Group conceded its right 

to continue the landfill operations and 

EPA has revoked its operating licence,” the 

EPA said. “[Monday’s] outcome is a direct 

result of the strong regulatory action EPA 

commenced in December 2025 and as a 

result, the landfill will never reopen.”

The EPA said Barro Group must continue 

site and leave taxpayers to foot the bill. We 

have directed them to fully remediate the 

landfill site,” she said.

“We know local communities have been 

frustrated and understand the toll the 

landfill has taken on community members. 

The community can now take comfort in 

knowing that Barro Group will never again 

operate a landfill at the Kealba site.

“We look forward to the day the hotspot 

is out, and the landfill is remediated.”

Barro Group managing director 

Raymond Barro said the company took its 

responsibilities to all the communities in 

which it operates extremely seriously.

“Barro Group is a proud member of the 

Sunshine community where we have been 

operating for more than 50 years,” he said.

“Having a strong relationship with our 

neighbours, the broader community, the 

Brimbank City Council and the EPA is 

extremely important to us.

“Last year we conducted a large 

community survey which left us in no 

doubt our surrounding neighbours and the 

local community in general did not want 

the landfill to continue operations.

“This is an important decision for us and 

we hope the community see it for what 

it is – a show of good faith in rebuilding 

our relationship with our neighbours, the 

community and stakeholders.”

Barro has stated it will continue to work 

closely with EPA and Brimbank council 

in regards to remediation and ultimate 

closure of the landfill operation.

Barro Group said it intends to continue 

operating its concrete batching plant and 

resume operation of its Concrete and Rock 

Recycling Facility (CRF) at its Sunshine site 

subject to necessary permissions being 

obtained from the EPA. 

Residents have welcomed the EPA’s 

decision, while Brimbank council 

described it as a “significant win” for the 

community.

Landfill closed

Diane Capelli, Noelene Wattie, Siovhon Brister and Nicole Power were delighted to hear that the landfill would be permanently closed.

(Damjan Janevski) 568522_03

More coverage: Page 4.

         Barro Group do not get to 

walk away from the site and leave 

taxpayers to foot the bill

- Joss Crawford

5 AUGUST, 2026

Band to make 
annual stand
Hobson Bay City Band has been going strong for 30 years and will mark the milestone with its annual concert on Sunday 23 August at 
the Altona City Theatre. 

Billed as ‘Light and Colour’, the concert 
promises a big afternoon of exciting live band music ranging from popular artists such as 
Adele, Beach Boys and The Doors to classic and evocative band music.

Conductor Wayne Bowden has put 
together a diverse and challenging program and said the band had so far risen to the 
challenge.

 “I am very impressed with the way in 
which the musicians have accepted the 
challenges put to them for this fabulous 
variety of repertoire,” Bowden said of the 
band he has led since 2018. 

Bass clarinet player Murray Smith said 
he loved the the challenge of playing a wide range of music and the camaraderie amongst the band members. 

“Wayne has been working with us to reach a higher and higher standard and we’re proud of the music we’re making,” Smith said. 
Details: www.hbcb.org.au

Hobsons Bay City Band members (L-R) Queenie 
Lim, Wayne Bowden, Murray Smith and Robin 
Zakharov are preparing for their annual concert on 
23 August. (Damjan Janevski) 568810_06

Shirt stirs storm
By Cade Lucas 

The owners of a Footscray record store have defended the suburb after the previous occupant of their shop released a T-shirt emblazoned with ‘Footscray is a Shithole’ and claimed he had to close due to the area becoming an “absolute dumpster fire”.
Kynan O’Meara and Jason Richmond opened their record store and cafe Coco Bananas in Chambers Street, between the Nicholson Street Mall and Maddern Square, in October 2023 after the closure of Counterweight Vinyl and Espresso. 

On Saturday 25 July, a picture of a white T-shirt splashed with dark blue, baseball-style font denigrating Footscray 

“There’s problems all over Melbourne, 
but that doesn’t mean that you need to 
resort to blaming people who live in an 

“There’s every reason to be proud to do 
business in Footscray,” he said, adding that 
he and Mr Richmond held no hard feelings 

“I do believe that he gave it a really good 
shot and he was believed by the people of 

Nearby venue Pride of Our Footscray 
Bar has since launched T-shirts with a 
more positive spin on the suburb such as 
“Footscray is Character Building,” and 
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QUALITY DENTURE CARE

HEALTH FUND REBATES PROMPT APPOINTMENTS

secretary Tash Wark condemned council’s 

decision.
“Melton council has decided to walk away 

from aged care in our community, and it’s 

workers who are paying the price first,” she 

said.
“Around 95 people who spend their days 

caring for older residents, checking on their 

wellbeing and keeping them safe at home 

are now facing an uncertain future.”

Ms Wark slammed the council for leaving 

out of the decision-making process.

“Council didn’t consult the union before 

making this decision, and that’s a clear 

breach of what they’ve committed to under 

the enterprise agreement,” she said.

“Workers found out their jobs were on the 

line the same way everyone else did, after 

the fact.”

A council spokesperson said, “Council has 

maintained communication with affected 

work groups and union representatives 

throughout the process and does not 

accept the allegation that it has breached 

its obligations under the Enterprise 

Agreement”.

Mayor Lara Carli said the decision was 

made in the best interest of those receiving 

care.
“This change will ensure our community 

can continue to access appropriate, flexible 

and comprehensive care available under 

the new aged care system,” she said.

“This decision has not been taken lightly 

by our council, and follows a detailed review 

of our ability to operate in an increasingly 

complex and changing aged care system.”

Hawke MP Sam Rae has called for an urgent 

meeting with council and the ASU.

“While I have not received any 

communication from Melton Council on 

this matter, I was concerned to hear these 

reports,” Mr Rae said.

“I have sought an urgent meeting with 

both Melton Council and the ASU to discuss 

these matters in more detail.”

Council reassured residents currently 

receiving CHSP services, including personal 

care, respite care, meals, social support 

and domestic assistance, will continue to 

receive services as usual until 30 June, 2027.

Ms Wark said the ASU would fight the 

decision.
“This decision needs to be reversed. We’ve 

raised a dispute with the council over this.”

Wonderland 

goes west
Bacchus Marsh locals Elizabeth Porter, 

Renee Pedretti, and Elizabeth Barby, 

better known as Team Wonderland, will 

take off on this year’s Variety Bash on 

Tuesday 18 August, raising vital funds 

for children who are sick, experiencing 

disadvantage, or are living with disability. 

The 10-day, 5200-kilometre journey 

will take them from Halls Gap in Victoria 

to Exmouth in Western Australia, 

featuring a colourful convoy of classic 

vehicles and inviting participants to visit 

schools and community organisations 

along the way. 

“Every dollar raised helps create 

brighter futures for children who need it 

most,” Ms Porter said. 

“Participants experience the incredible 

landscapes of Australia while seeing 

firsthand the impact our fundraising has 

on families and communities.”

Since its inception in 1985, the Variety 

Bash has raised millions of dollars for 

children’s programs across Australia. 

This year marks Team Wonderland’s 

eighth event in its ‘85 Mercedes Benz 

280SE sedan, with hopes of raising 

$20,000. 

Team Wonderland captain Elizabeth Porter and Renee Pedretti with their car and sponsors for this year’s Variety Bash. (Damjan Janevski) 567662_05
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By Glenn Fisher

Voluntarily plunging into an ice bath, reservoir and the ocean in the middle of winter just once sends a shiver down the spine of most of us – but how about 70 such dips in 70 days?
That’s the challenge Sunbury woman Brigid Evans set herself as part of this year’s 40th anniversary of Daffodil Day on 20 August, a fundraising event to support life-saving cancer research and stand alongside those affected by cancer.

And Brigid, 36, has a very personal reason for immersing herself in cold water 70 times as she edges closer to her goal of raising $7000 for the cause.
On 18 August last year, her “incredibly fit and healthy” father, Les, suddenly died after battling through a bowel cancer diagnosis he received just before his 70th birthday.

Brigid was in hospital herself at the time, having just given birth to her and her husband’s first child, Melody, three days earlier.
“Dad was usually the person looking after everyone else,” Brigid told Star Weekly.
“He had been declared cancer-free, but the chemotherapy treatment proved too harsh on his body, and he had a sudden downturn, then a heart attack after more gastro-intestinal issues,” she said.
An avid sailor on Lake Eppalock near Bendigo who also kept fit on a rowing machine every day, Les had also donated his plasma hundreds of times and, at the time of his diagnosis, wasn’t even due for his routine colonoscopy to check for bowel problems.

In the end, Brigid said, it wasn’t the cancer that took her dad’s life and she believes the harsh concoction of chemicals as part of his treatment was a major factor.
“There just has to be a better way,” said 

Brigid, who has a doctorate in philosophy.
“My goals in all this are to help research for better treatments and support.”
After launching her Daffodil Day quest with her first dip on 31 May, Brigid is due to notch up dip number 50 as Star Weeklywent to press – dips that have included many 6C ice baths at Thrve in Sunbury, in the ocean down the coast, in Macedon Reservoir and during swimming lessons for herself and Melody at Sunbury Aquatic and Leisure Centre.

“I’ve found the ice baths good for my mental health and learning to swim has been a positive out of a dark period,” she 

“Melody is such a livewire now, and she adds another layer into all this … dad only got to meet his first grandchild over a video phone call just before he passed, but I’m sure he would be proud of me.”
As the 2026 Daffodil Day date gets closer, Brigid said she had some special dips planned for the last week, when she will take annual leave from her Disabilities Victoria policy and research role.
A group of her close friends will join her on the weekend of 15 and 16 August for a dip in Macedon Reservoir, while mum Leonie – who recently moved to Sunbury from Bendigo – will be by Brigid’s side on 22 

sailing spot, Lake Eppalock.
While there will no doubt be tears mixed in with the cold winter water of Eppalock when the final dip is done, Brigid says she will not be done – she not only plans to continue cold water dipping after Daffodil Day because of the health benefits, but has promised to also shave her hair if she reaches her $7000 fundraising goal.

Donations to Brigid Evans’ 70 dips in 70 days winter challenge can be made at https://www.daffodilday.com.au/fundraisers/brigidevans/daffodil-day-dip-2026 and you can also follow Brigid’s 70-dip journey at www.instagram.com/

Dipping for dad

         There just has to be 
a better way. My goals in 
all this are to help research 
for better treatments and 
support - Brigid Evans

Brigid Evans is dipping in cold pools and ice baths 70 times to raise money for Daffodil Day, in memory of her dad, Les. (Damjan Janevski) 566309_01
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SPORTS QUIZ
1. Which team finished in 

last place on the 2026 
AFL ladder?

2. Who did Carlos Alcaraz 
team up with to play 
mixed doubles at the 
2026 US Open?

3. Which basketball team 
did Knox Raiders defeat 
to win the 2026 NBL1 
Women’s National 
Championship?

4. Which basketball team 
did the Gold Coast 
Rollers defeat to win 
the 2026 NBL1 Men’s 
National Championship?

5.  Australia’s two-Test 
cricket series versus 
Bangladesh was played 
in which two cities?

6.  Which American 
band is set to perform 

during halftime at the  
Los Angeles Rams and 
San Francisco 49ers  
MCG game?

7. AFL coach Mark McVeigh 
played 232 games for 
which club?

8. Australia’s women’s 
national rugby union 
team’s 100th Test match 
resulted in a 66-19 loss  
to which country?

9. Which 2014 film starred 
Kevin Costner as Sonny 
Weaver Jr., the fictional 
general manager of the 
Cleveland Browns?

10. Dez the Snapping Turtle 
and Dot the Arctic Hare 
are costumed mascots for 
which WNBA team?

11. Carlton coach Josh Fraser 
played for which two AFL 
teams in his career?

12. Game two of the 2027 
men’s State of Origin 
series will notably be 
played in which city?

13. In soccer, a blue card is 
used in some leagues to 
signify what?

14. The Shrachi Bengal 
Tigers and the Ranchi 
Royals play for which 
Indian sports league?

15. Was the Heroes character 
played by late actress 
Hayden Panetierre a 
sprinter, cheerleader  
or swimmer?

16. In what year is Australia 
set to host the 11th 
edition of the Women’s 
Rugby World Cup?

17. Western Bulldogs captain 
Marcus Bontempelli 
achieved what life 
milestone in August 
2026?

18. With season four 
currently being released, 
what sport features in the 
TV series Ted Lasso?

19. The East Compton High 
Clovers and Rancho 
Carne High Toros are 
cheerleading teams from 
which movie?

20. Nick Kyrgios is facing 
a four-year ban after 
testing positive for what?

21. At the 2026 Cincinnati 
open, which two 
Americans made the 
women’s final?

22. The Aussie Steelers are 
the national team in 
which sport?

23. What does the acronym 
DNF stand for in relation 
to Formula One?

24. Which US rock group 
with a hockey-related 
band name has released 
the albums Copacetic 
and Shapeshifter, among 
others?

25. UIPM is the governing 
body of which Olympic 
sport?

26. And what do the initials 
stand for?

27. What is the name of the 
WAFL’s best-on-ground 
medal?

28. In which year did Italy  
last win a men’s FIFA 
World Cup?

29. How many volleyball 
players from the same 
team are on the court at 
one time?

30. NRL team Cronulla-
Sutherland shares its 
nickname with which  
NHL team?

1. Essendon 2. Serena Williams 3. Bankstown Bruins 4. Forestville Eagles 5. Darwin and Mackay 6. The Jonas Brothers 7. Essendon 8. New Zealand 9. Draft Day 10. Toronto Tempo 11. Collingwood and Gold Coast Suns 
12. Auckland 13. Player has committed a minor offence and must leave the field for a short period 14. Hockey India League 15. Cheerleader 16. 2029 17. Became a father 18. Soccer 19. Bring It On 20. Cocaine 21. Coco 
Gauff and Jessica Pegula 22. Men’s softball 23. Did Not Finish 24. Knuckle Puck 25. Modern pentathlon 26. Union Internationale de Pentathlon Moderne 27. Sandover Medal 28. 2006 29. Six 30. San Jose (Sharks)

Nick KyrgiosNick Kyrgios

Carlos AlcarazCarlos Alcaraz
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No. 337 No. 305

ACROSS
1 Greeting (Ital) (4)
3 Entranced (10)
10 Unnaturally strange (7)
11 Business (7)
12 Long footrace (8)
13 Cancel (5)
14 Book’s leaf (4)
15 Science of the mind (10)
18 'Idiot box' (9)
20 Second-hand (4)
21 Gas layer in the 

stratosphere (5)
23 Hungarian city (8)
26 Domed building (7)
27 Bill (7)
28 Recorded (10)
29 A unit of length in imperial 

measure (4)

DOWN
1 Intimate (4)
2 Heavenly figure (9)
4 Grave mental condition (9)
5 Get to know (5)
6 North American bison (7)
7 Combination (5)
8 On show (9)
9 Former Indigenous people  

of Peru (4)
14 Saint Petersburg, formerly (9)
16 State of bliss (5,4)
17 Idée fixe (9)
19 South-East Asian country (7)
22 Sight-related (5)
23 Thinking organ (5)
24 Lay bricks (4)
25 Reticulation (4)

PUZZLES
QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 305

2 5

5 8 1 6 7 4 9

3 6

5 7 1 9 3

4 5 8

8 3

8 9

9 4 7

8 1 9 4 7

easy

9 4 3

3 6

9 6 5

8 6

8 6 5 2

4 8 2

5 3 8

5 2 1 7

6 7

medium

1 5 2

3 4

8 9 2

9 1 6

7 5

2 4 6 1

8 3 2 4

4 5

3 1 7

hard

No. 412

SUDOKU

1 Who is the Roman equivalent 
of the Greek goddess Hera?

2 How many main rings does 
Saturn have?

3 Who discovered the double 
helix structure of DNA?

4 And in which year?

5 Clownfish are most 
commonly what colours?

6 What sport do the Los 
Angeles Kings play?

7 What colour are the 11 and 3 
balls in a standard pool set?

8 In which year was the first 
iPhone released?

9 Julia Stiles (pictured) stars in 
which film franchise as Nicky 
Parsons?

10 Which popular song by KISS 
is also a girl’s name?

genii, gins, grin, grins, grip, gripe, gripes, grips, hinge, hinges, hiring, neigh, 

neighs, nigh, pegs, PERISHING, ping, pings, prig, prising, reign, reigns, 

resign, rigs, ring, rings, rising, sigh, sign, signer, sing, singe, singer, siring, 

sprig, spring

Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of  
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must  
be included and each letter may only be used once.  
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
nouns ending in 's'.

S

I

H G

N

RP

E

I
18 words: Good

27 words: Very good

36 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:

9 24 23 9 5 6 4 18 12 19 9 21

Q
26 12 1 16 22 12 8

18 22 8 1 22 12 9 5 3 1 22 4

8 9 4 8 1

W
25 18

23 1 4 6 23 1 22 9 11 9 22 6 4

6 8 3 14 9

15 8 4 9 5 6 2 1 1 11 9 21

17 18 7 12 18

1 12 6 16 1 21 1 22 6 8 4 6 4

19 12 18 1 20 8 16

19 12 20 4 4 9 21 15 20 22 13 1

9 8 17 1 17 19

W
25

21 8 22 19 10 1 21 10 4 4 9 10

3 LETTERS

ADO

APE

ARK

ASH

ATE

AWE

BOA

COT

CUP

ERA

FEN

GIG

GOD

MOW

MRS

NUN

ORE

OVA

OWE

WAG

WIN

YAK

4 LETTERS

ACTS

BINS

DAIS

FRAY

MOSS

SMOG

SNOB

STEM

STEW

WAGS

5 LETTERS

ABORT

ACORN

ARENA

ATONE

AVAIL

AWARE

BRAID

BREWS

CARAT

CARGO

COLDS

CREPE

DIGIT

DOONA

ENTRY

ERASE

ERRED

ERROR

FLIRT

GATES

GENRE

GONER

LARGE

METRO

RARER

REMIT

RESET

RINSE

RISER

SASSY

SCOFF

SCRAM

SEATS

SECTS

SEEDY

SENSE

SLOGS

SPADE

STRAP

SWARM

TANGO

TENOR

TONNE

TOTES

TRITE

TUNES

TWINE

WAVER

6 LETTERS

CACKLE

CRINGE

MEMORY

SLEETS

TAGGED

TENETS

7 LETTERS

AMASSES

EMOTION

NEURONS

NUMERIC

OVERRAN

RANCHER

8 LETTERS

CAREERED

IGNORANT

INSPIRES

RETRACED

10 LETTERS

PERFORMERS

SUPERSEDES

STRAPBREWSTOTES

CREPEREMITAWARE

RISERATONEGENRE

ATEFLIRTWAGGOD

METRODAISMEMORY

ARKCOTADO

SWARMTENETSWAGS

CAREEREDMOSSBOA

OVERRANNEURONS

FENSNOBINSPIRES

FRAYCRINGEENTRY

ASHNUNMRS

CACKLESMOGSEATS

OVAERAERASECUP

LARGECARATDOONA

DIGITTWINEERRED

SLOGSSECTSSENSE

CIAOSPELLBOUND

HRISEUNI

UNCANNYAFFAIRS

MHCCRFOP

MARATHONANNUL

NOLA

PAGEPSYCHOLOGY

EEILBE

TELEVISIONUSED

RIUE

OZONEBUDAPEST

GPTRNASM

ROTUNDAINVOICE

AIAINEOS

DOCUMENTEDINCH

Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – five reading across the 
grid and five reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible

04-09-26
Puzzles and pagination © Pagemasters | pagemasters.com

927564831

732941568

294673185

318792456

861357942

175489623

456138279

549826317

683215794

easy medium

hard

329485617

583167249

295371864

456712983

764259138

647528391

178936425

912843756

831694572

741856329

357612894

186795243

295371468

928437516

579243681

863924157

614589732

432168975

T E N E T S

1. Juno 2. Seven 3. James Watson 

and Francis Crick 4. 1953 5. Orange with white 

and black markings 6. Ice hockey 7. Red 8. 2007 

9. Bourne 10. Beth 

ANSWERS:

L K S

T N

S A E

I E

S A S

LAKES

ATONE

STATE

TILED

SCARS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
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By Chris Riley, Marque Motoring

Jeep Wrangler needs no introduction. 
If you’re into off-roading, it’s up there with 

the best of them.
In fact, out of the box, Wrangler probably 

delivers more 4x4 capability than just about 
anything, with plenty of room for further 
customisation.

But this ability comes at a cost, because it’s 
not the most comfortable car to drive and 
these days it is available only with a petrol 
engine which is a major drawback.

Styling
In the UK the 4x4 scene is about mud and bog 
holes.

In the United States, it’s more about water 
crossings and rocky hill climbs.

In this great land of ours, it’s likely to be a 
mix of both, with the Outback regarded as the 
pinnacle of off-road adventure.

It’s a market dominated by Toyota in its 
many shapes and forms as we discovered on a 
trip to the Top End not so long ago, behind the 
wheel of a Prado wagon.

Jeeps and Land Rovers are a comparatively 
rare sight on the corrugations of the Gibb 
River Road which stretches more than 600km 
between Broome and Kununurra in Western 
Australia.

Conspicuously absent is the darling of the 
western suburbs, the Ford Ranger.

Where does the Jeep Wrangler fit into this 
scenario?

It’s very much a lifestyle choice, with the 
focus on play rather than work.

It’s about going bush for the weekend, with 
the fam or your mates and maybe dirt bikes.

When we started driving Jeeps, they had 
two doors and a cramped, emergency rear seat.

Then the four-door Unlimited came along, 
opening up a whole new world.

Since then, the market for 4x4 dual cab utes 
has exploded and they account for three of the 
top 10 selling vehicles in Australia.

Jeep saw this coming and in June 2020 
added the Gladiator (great name) to the mix, 
based on the four-door model, with a proper 
ladder chassis.

Fast forward and we suspect Jeep is doing it 
tough, not off road but in the showrooms with 
sales well and truly down.

You want a Wrangler, the lineup has been 
rationalised to just the one top-spec Rubicon 
grade, available in two- or four-door form 
with the occasional special edition thrown in 
to spice things up.

There’s Wrangler Rubicon two-door 
($81,990) and Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon 
four-door ($84,990), along with a four-door 
85th Anniversary edition ($88,490).

At the moment, there’s also a strictly limited 
edition four-door Rewind ($73,990) which at 
this price represents a good deal.

On-road costs must be added to all of these 
prices.

Premium paint adds $1490 to the cost and 
the Sky-One-Touch Power Top is a hefty $6450.

With removable roof panels, the Wrangler is 
billed as a driving experience unlike anything 
else.

It’s just getting these panels off and figuring 
out how to put them back on (and the time 
it takes) that is likely to deter the majority of 
people.

Jeep’s website Visualiser encourages you 
to build your Jeep, with an accessory list that 
disappears over the horizon – but it could also 
be a big deterrent.

It’s confusing, cumbersome and time 
consuming.

Rubicon features 17-inch alloys with BF 
Goodrich off-road rubber, dual zone climate 
air with rear vents and heated leather seats 
along with a heated steering wheel.

There’s also LED lighting front and back, 

LED daytime running lights, auto lights and 
wipers, auto dimming rear view mirror, plus 
front and rear parking sensors.

Wrangler comes with a five-year/100,000km 
warranty, lifetime roadside assistance if you 
service the vehicle through Jeep and needs to 
be serviced every 12 months/12,000km.

Infotainment
Infotainment consists of a 12.3-inch 
touchscreen, 7.0-inch driver info panel and 
nine-Speaker Alpine audio, with built-in 
navigation, Bluetooth phone and audio, AM/
FM/DAB+ radio, and wireless Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto.

The lower dash offers USB-C, USB-A and 
AUX ports, along with a 12-volt outlet.

There’s another USB-A in the console box, 
plus two USB-A and USB-C ports in the back, 
together with a 240-volt outlet.

Safety
Standard safety extends to four airbags 
(two front and two side), with Autonomous 
emergency braking (City and Interurban) and 
a blind spot monitor.

There’s also Forward Collision Warning 
Plus, Adaptive Cruise Control with Stop, Blind 
Spot Monitor and Rear Cross Path Detection.

Lane Keep Assist (LKA) and Emergency 
Lane Keeping (ELK) systems are not available.

Be aware, however, Wrangler is currently 
unrated for safety. The previous three-star 
rating expired in December last year.

Engines/transmissions
The 2.0-litre turbo in question generates 
200kW of power at 5250 rpm and 400Nm of 
torque from 3000-4500 rpm.

Transmission is via a ZF eight-speed 
conventional auto with part-time high 
and low range four-wheel drive, plus auto 
engine-stop-start (to save fuel).

Driving
What’s hurting Jeep more than anything 
is the demise of the diesel and in the case of 
Wrangler, its 2.0-litre turbocharged petrol 
replacement.

It gets along all right but, like the old 
Pentastar V6, is something of a sinkhole for 
gas – and it likes the good stuff – 95 premium 
unleaded.

With an 81-litre tank Jeep quotes combined 
average fuel consumption at 10.2L/100km.

Over the course of a week, we clocked 
up 940km in our test vehicle at a rate of 
10.9L/100km.

Of note it was the first time in a long time 
that we had to dip into the kitty to top up a 
vehicle which says something.

To give this some perspective, in previous 
tests, a two-door Wrangler with the V6 
returned 10.4L/100km and a Gladiator with 
the same engine 14.0L/100km.

It’s simply not good enough.
At 4882mm in length, Wrangler Unlimited 

is fairly compact, about 71cm shorter than 
Gladiator, with an 11.8-metre turning circle.

Weighing in at 2154kg, aluminium is used 
to reduce weight and boost fuel consumption, 
including the doors, door hinges, hood, fender 
flares, windshield frame and tailgate.

Hollow track and stabiliser bars, aluminium 
engine mounts and steering gear also help to 
reduce weight.

It has a braked tow rating of 2495kg.
Inside it’s a mix of new and old, with a 

traditional flat dash that contains a long 
12.3-inch touchscreen in this iteration that’s 
better suited to the demands of CarPlay and 
Android Auto.

The dash consists of old-style analogue 
instrument gauges that flank a 7.0-inch 
information panel, where speed can be 
displayed digitally.

Getting in and out of the Wrangler takes 
some athleticism, due to its ride height and the 
small doors.

The driver sits close to the wheel and the 
swap from left to right hand drive hasn’t been 
seamless, with a smaller driver’s side footwell 
that leaves little room for a proper footrest, 
making it uncomfortable to drive over long 
distances.

With some negotiation you can slot your left 
foot to the side of the brake pedal and fold your 
right leg sideways under it, but after a while 
even that becomes cramped.

There’s not much easily accessible cabin 
storage either.

Sure, there’s the netted door pockets, but 
with so little room for expansion between the 
doors and seat sides, their capacity is severely 
limited.

Placing our phone and wallet in the pocket, 
sitting one on top of each other, resulted in the 
power seat adjustment controls being suddenly 
activated as they were squeezed against them. 
LOL.

Rear legroom is good and the boot is deep 
and reasonably sized, with a hidey-hole under 
the floor, a big Alpine subwoofer built into the 
side and a 12-volt socket for things like car 
fridges.

Although the tailgate and window glass 

open separately, the tailgate must be opened 
and closed first which kind of negates any 
practicality.

Fitting a child seat is difficult because the 
headrests are not removable.

Rubicon features a long list of 4x4 
accessories, with a high/low range Rock-Trac 
Active On-Demand 4x4 system with a 
traditional, short stubby transfer lever.

Highlights include heavy duty Dana axles, 
Tru-Lok front and rear electronic diff locks, 
electronic front sway-bar disconnect, 77.2:1 
crawl ratio and Fox aluminium-bodied 
two-inch diameter shocks front and back.

With an approach angle of 43.9 degrees, 
break over angle of 22.6 degrees, departure 
angle of 37.0 degrees and a ground clearance 
of 255mm, it has a wading depth of 760mm.

An Off-Road+ Button automatically adjusts 
throttle, Selec-Speed Control, Traction 
Control, Transmission Shift Mode.

It has two modes: 4HI for higher speed sand 
performance and 4LO for very low speed rock 
hopping manoeuvres Wrangler gets the ‘Trail 
Rated’ stamp of approval testifying to its 4x4 
capabilities, but as we have shown previously – 
its meaning is somewhat dubious.

It’s a feisty thing, fun to drive with a decent 
turn of speed, but we would have preferred a 
diesel.

The steering is rubbery and it has a tendency 
to wander if left unchecked, but the ride 
is surprisingly compliant and unlikely to 
generate complaints.

The chunky off-road rubber is just what you 
want for the rough stuff but sets up a helluva 
din at 110km/h on the motorway.

Convex exterior mirrors make judging 
distance to objects difficult.

You see one thing in the mirrors and 
another in the rear-view camera which is a 
trifle confusing.

Summing up
The iconic styling is a big drawcard as is the 
Wrangler’s prodigious off-road ability.

This is a car designed for roughing it. For 
getting scratched and dirty and going back for 
more the next week.

What it’s not, is a car designed for the urban 
environment.

It might look cool but the novelty will soon 
wear off and you’ll find yourself wanting 
something with a bit more comfort.

Land Rover has shown you can do this with 
the new Defender and perhaps it’s time Jeep bit 
the bullet and introduced something safer and 
more comfortable?

Wrangler loves to rough it

Jeep Wrangler is a car designed for roughing it, not an urban environment. (Pictures: Supplied)
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The sun was out as finals football ramped 
up another level on Saturday. Star Weekly 

photographer Ljubica Vrankovic was out 
shooting some of the action.

Finals action in full flight
Yarraville Seddon’s Susan Prashanth. 574814_06

Laverton’s Sina Mason and Yarraville Seddon’s 

Akec Makur Chuot file for the mark. 574814_02

Werribee Centrals’ Anna Be is tackled.  

574813_22

Yarraville Seddon’s Zachary O’Halloran. _574819_03

Caroline Springs’ Tyler Gysberts. 574819_08

Just out of reach for West Footscray’s Archie 

Lorimer. 574818_17

Wyndhamvale’s Jessica Spall. 574813_02

North Footscray’s Samuel Gunesekera. 

574818_20

Westmeadows’ Francis Keenan. 574816_11 Westmeadows celebrate a goal. 574816_24
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There’s a new club in the Gisborne and 
District Cricket Association.

The Merrifield Panthers are set to field 
two senior men’s teams this season along 
with some junior sides.

It will be the Panthers’ top two sides that 
have made the move across from the North 
West Metropolitan Cricket Association.

The Panthers have been playing in the 
George Luscombe Shield, the top grade in 
the NWMCA.

They won the premiership in 2024-25 be-
fore finishing minor premiers in the 2025-26 
season.

Panthers’ president Harman Bhathal said 
many of their players had been keen to play 
in the GDCA.

“We’ve seen a few matches of the GDCA 
and they’ve been really good,” he said.

“The North West Metro has been good to 
us, but we’ve got players who want to play in 
the GDCA as well.

“We’re a growing club and we have to 
look to cater for everyone.”

Bhathal said many of their junior players 
also wanted to play in the GDCA as it was 
closer to where many of them live.

He said they were looking to enter un-
der-13s, under-15s and under-17s in the 
GDCA.

Bhathal said the club had 26 sides this 
season across the two competitions with 
some teams having to play in Craigieburn.

Bhathal said they were pushing for a turf 
wicket.

The Panthers’ top side will play in the 
GDCA Johnstone Shield this season, with 
the grade expanding to 11 teams.

Bhathal said they were keen to try and 
get into the top flight, the McIntyre Cup, as 

quickly as possible.
“We feel we’re good enough to win every 

game and try to go up for next season,” he 
said.

“We’ve got a couple of new players com-
ing in and we will have a strong side this 
year.

Having kept their core group togeth-
er from the past couple of years, it’s been 
strengthened with the addition of Rubal 

Dhillon.
Dhillon had been playing in the Dia-

mond Valley Cricket Association top grade, 
where he averaged 67 with the bat, a com-
petition best.

Bhathal said Dhillon had been playing 
in the winter competition with them and 
wanted to stay with the club.

Last season there were 10 teams in the 
competition after just seven the season be-
fore.

Riddell steps up into the Johnstone 
Shield after winning the Jensen Shield last 
season, while Broadford drops from the 
McIntyre Shield.

Eynesbury Eagles, who finished last in 
the previous season, have stayed in the 
Johnstone Shield.

Harkness, which was narrowly ahead 
of the Eagles, has not been fixtured in that 
competition.

Panthers join the GDCA

Talwinder Prince. (Ljubica Vrankovic) 507987_06

By Tara Murray

The Bendigo Netball League kicked off with 
a bang, with Gisborne needing overtime to 
get over the line against Sandhurst in the 
A-grade qualifying final.

The battle between two of the power-
houses of the competition, the match lived 
up to expectations.

The Bulldogs led for a lot of the game 
before the Dragons fought back and held 
the lead in the dying minutes.

Gisborne was able to level the scores to 
send the game to overtime, where it won, 
55-52.

Bulldogs coach Tarryn Rymer said it was 
a game that could have gone either way.

“We were up by five goals at one point,” 
she said.

“The game then seesawed and we had 
moments where we could have pushed but 
we weren’t able to capitalise on those mo-
ments.

“A missed goal or a bad pass and Sand-
hurst kept coming back.”

Rymer said playing in warmer condi-
tions than they were used to meant there 
were a lot of tired bodies late in the game.

She said Sandhurst went close to steal-
ing the win in the dying moments.

“They led by one and it was our centre 
pass,” she said.

“I didn’t want them to shoot too quickly 
and I don’t think the girls realised how long 
was left.

“The girls didn’t want to take a long shot 
and they played around with it and Sand-
hurst got a couple of hands on it.

“We wasted enough time.”
It was the first time that the Bulldogs 

were playing extra time since the 2018 
grand final, when Sandhurst came over the 
top.

Rymer was playing for the Bulldogs that 
day.

“We had to make sure we converted our 
centre pass,” she said.

“Five minutes goes by quickly. We went 
out there and put pressure on early and 
kept going.”

It was a good day for the Bulldogs, with 
all three sides winning through to the sec-
ond semi-final, where a grand final spot is 
on the line.

The B-grade side had the weekend off 
after finishing top and will also play in a 
second semi-final.

“It was nice to have three wins yesterday 
[Saturday],” Rymer said.

“Next week will be a big one for us.”
The Bulldogs A-grade side will face Kan-

garoo Flat for a spot in the grand final, with 
the loser to go through to the preliminary 
final.

The Kangaroos’ last loss came in the 2024 
grand final at the hands of Gisborne, who 
came from behind late to win the match.

“It’ll be nice to have another shot at Kan-
garoo Flat,” Rymer said. “We played them 
really early in the season.

“We’ll do our homework and try to lift to 
another level and see if we can beat them.

“It’s a good position to be in and the girls 
will take a little bit of confidence into next 
week.”

Bulldogs win qualifier in overtime thriller

Emerson Lakey. (Ljubica Vrankovic) 567375_07

By Tara Murray

Erin Pearce will lead the Kyneton Tigers 
women’s program as it returns to the 
Country Basketball League this season.

The Tigers are reestablishing their 
women’s side, after having to pull out 
just before the season started last year.

Previously, the Tigers had made sev-
eral grand finals.

The Tigers announced that Pearce 
would coach the team this season.

“Erin joins the Tigers as we prepare to 
rebuild and relaunch our senior wom-
en’s program, bringing with her a strong 
playing and coaching background 
across both senior and junior represen-
tative basketball,” the club said on social 
media.

“Erin has been part of back-to-back 
youth league women’s championships 
with Sunbury, coached three VJBL [Vic-
torian Junior Basketball League] cham-
pionship teams, and previously played a 
brief stint with Kyneton in the 2018 CBL 
season.

“Her coaching experience also in-
cludes assistant coaching Sunbury’s 
VYCW [Victorian youth championship 
women’s] program in 2019, working 
as assistant coach with the Sunbury 
Jets under-18.1 boys in 2024 and 2025, 
where the group attended the National 
Junior Classic and claimed silver in both 
NJC [National Junior Classic] and the 
VC [Vic Champ] season, before stepping 
into the head coach role of Sunbury’s 
under-18.1 boys program this year.

“The return of our women’s CBL 
program is an important step forward 
for Kyneton Basketball, and we are 
thrilled to have Erin leading the group 
into 2026.”

Meanwhile, Christian Martinez will 
continue on as the Tigers men’s coach.

The club said he returns with a clear 
focus on continuing to build the  pro-
gram from a basketball perspective, as 
the Tigers look to take the next step in 
their rebuild.

“After laying important foundations, 
Christian is looking forward to the chal-
lenge of bringing competitive basket-
ball back to Kyneton and helping cre-
ate a senior men’s program that local 
players, juniors and supporters can be 
proud of,” the club said.

“With a number of exciting new sign-
ings to be announced, including talent-
ed young local players, the Tigers are 
beginning to build a group that reflects 
the direction of the program moving 
forward.”

Pearce to coach 
Kyneton Tigers
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Wallan stormed home late to end Kyneton’s 
run in the senior football in one of the more 
remarkable results, while the Magpies also 
kept their season alive in the A-grade net-
ball in the Riddell District Football Netball 
League on the weekend.

Having finished top two in both compe-
titions, the Magpies were hoping to avoid 
straight set exits. The Tigers had also ended 
Wallan’s finals hopes 12 months ago.

In the senior football, the Magpies left 
Kyneton stunned with a late comeback 
which will be spoken about for many years 
to come.

After an even first half with scores level at 

half time, the Tigers then managed to break 
open to a 20-point lead heading into the fi-
nal quarter.

When the Tigers kicked four of the first 
five goals of the final quarter the margin was 
33 points and it appeared that the Magpies 
season would be over.

The Magpies kicked the next two goals 
before five behinds in a row had the Tigers 
still leading by 16 points at the 26-minute 
mark.

Chris Stewart reduced the margin to 10 
points before Blaide Dickson made it just 
four points. 

Hayden Gill in the 31st minute put the 
Magpies in front with about a minute left on 
the clock.

The Magpies then held on to win, 15.9 
(109)-15.16 (106).

Lachie Smart kicked three goals for the 
Magpies, while five other players kicked two 
goals each.

Benjamin Dessent, Steven Boyall and 
Dion Hill were named the Magpies best.

For the Tigers, Angus Nolte was their best 
as he kicked six goals.

Daniel Davie and Haydn Smith were oth-
er standouts.

The Magpies will face Riddell in the pre-
liminary final on Saturday as they look to 
make their second grand final in three years.

In the A-grade netball, Wallan ended 
Lancefield’s run.

The Tigers, who were happy to be in the 

semi finals after their first finals win in a 
number of years, led by two goals at quarter 
time.

The margin was still two goals at the 
main break as they both shot 11 goals in the 
second quarter.

Wallan was able to put the foot down 
in the third quarter, with a 14-5 quarter to 
turn the deficit into a seven-goal lead at 
three-quarter time.

They were able to maintain that lead to 
finish with a 45-38 win.

The Magpies will now face Riddell in the 
preliminary final.

It wasn’t all bad news for the Tigers with 
their B-grade and D-grade sides both win-
ning through to grand finals.

Magpies’ amazing comeback
By Tara Murray

Woodend-Hesket’s remarkable run has 
continued with the Hawks through to a 
fifth straight Riddell District Netball League 
grand final.

The Hawks, who are going for a fourth 
straight premiership, proved too strong for 
a young Riddell outfit on Saturday, and won 
through to the final game of the season.

Hawks’ coach Ty Coppinger said it was 
quite amazing what the club had been able 
to do the past few years.

“It’s pretty amazing to be into a fifth 
straight grand final, when five years ago we 
hadn’t made an A-grade grand final.

“Fast forward to now and we’ve made five 
in a row and it’s incredible. 

“We were so excited five years ago to have 
made the first one and we lapped it up as 
you never know what will happen.

“We’ve built on from that and to do it five 
times, we could have never dreamt of that at 
all.”

On Saturday, the Hawks were able to lead 
at every break.

It was one goal at quarter time before in-
creasing to eight goals at half time.

The Bombers stuck with them and de-
creased the lead to five goals heading into 
the final quarter.

The Hawks saved their best for last as 
they won 55-41.

Coppinger said credit to the Bombers 
who have so much young talent in their side 
for pushing them all game.

She said she was happy with how her side 
was going and they were finding form at the 
right time of the year.

Coppinger said it can be easy to look too 
far ahead at this time of year, so they were 
just focused on getting the job done against 
Riddell.

“They stuck with us the whole game, the 
whole 60 minutes and we were able to get 
over the line,” she said.

“We stuck to our game plan and we can’t 
get caught up with everything else.

“The girls took one quarter at a time.
“Everyone that took to the court played 

their role and did really well, I’m proud of 
the efforts that we put out there.

“There’s a lot of external noise and we go 
back to what we can control each game.”

The Hawks will get the week off before 
facing the winner of the preliminary final 
between Riddell and Wallan.

The Magpies beat Lancefield in the 
knockout semi final.

The Tigers led early before a strong sea-
son half saw the Magpies win, 45-38.

The Bombers will be aiming for a fourth 
straight grand final, having lost the past 
three to the Hawks.

Coppinger said nothing changes for them 
having been in this position before.

“We will stick to our regular routine,” she 
said.

“We will train on Thursday, get together 
on Saturday and then train on Thursday.

“It’ll be as normal preparation as possi-
ble.”

Fifth straight granny for remarkable Hawks

Natalie McDonald. (Ljubica Vrankovic) 489385_07

By Tara Murray

Shane Abdilla will lead Rupertswood 
into its next chapter in the Essendon 
District Football League division 1 
competition.

The Sharks announced that Abdil-
la was the club’s new coach, replacing 
premiership coach Brad Fox.

The club said throughout the re-
cruitment and interview process, Ab-
dilla emerged as the outstanding can-
didate.

“Shane is no stranger to Ruperts-
wood,” the Sharks said.

“He has been part of the coaching 
group for our 2018 under-18, 2019 se-
nior and 2025 senior premierships, and 
has spent the past two seasons working 
closely with our senior playing group,” 
the club said.

“He also brings extensive experience 
across community, talent pathway and 
elite football environments, with roles 
at the Western Bulldogs, Calder Can-
nons, AFL Victoria and Essendon Foot-
ball Club.

“What stood out throughout the pro-
cess was Shane’s outstanding football 
knowledge and understanding of the 
game. 

“He has a proven ability to read the 
game, develop players and communi-
cate football in a way that brings people 
with him.”

The club said combined with his 
strong relationships, player-first ap-
proach and understanding of Ruperts-
wood, it felt that Abdilla is extremely 
well placed to take our football pro-
gram forward.

His vision places a strong emphasis 
on high standards, player and coach 
development, and strengthening the 
pathway between our junior and senior 
programs, while continuing to build a 
strong one-club culture.

Abdilla to coach 
Rupertswood

Shane Abdilla. (Supplied)
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The Sunbury Lions overcame a slow start 
to win through to the second week of the 
Ballarat Netball League finals.

Facing Sebastopol, the Lions knew 
that they would have their work cut out 
for them.

They trailed early before getting their 
game going in the second quarter to lead 
by seven goals at half time.

With the game in their control, the Li-
ons just made sure they got the job done 
and came away with a 48-41 win.

“It was a danger game for us,” Lions’ 
coach Kim Bailey said.

“They match up well with us and it’s 

only been two or three goals each time.
“They have a lot of height.”
The Burras led by six goals at quarter 

time.
The Lions’ early hopes weren’t helped 

with Tayla Honey sent from the court and 
sinbinned for two minutes.

Bailey turned to her bench and the 
team kicked into gear.

“We had a 15 goal turnaround and we 
were up by seven goals at half time.

“It was the brand of netball that we 
know that we can play.

“Finals are different and most of our 
girls have been there. Putting Lani Fauo-
nuku into goalkeeper changed things.

“They had a big shooter and we need-

ed a little bit more height than what Elly 
Randall had.”

Bailey said after half time they cruised 
to victory as they just made sure they got 
the win.

Caitlin Hill shot 28 goals for the Lions, 
while Charlize Bellette, who got the start 
at goal attack, shot 20 goals.

Bailey said their younger players had 
plenty of experience and should be able 
to handle the pressure moments like they 
did on Sunday.

She said everyone stood up when they 
needed to and it was a really good team 
response after the first quarter.

“Good teams respond and it doesn’t 
mean that we can’t change things,” she 

said.
“We worked to the structures and it 

was good to be seven up at half time.”
The Lions now face North Ballarat in a 

knockout semi-final.
North Ballarat lost to Darley in the 

qualifying final, 43-42.
Bailey knows it will be another big bat-

tle.
“We take it one week at a time,” she 

said. “We drew with them the first time 
and won the second time but this is the 
first time we’ve had more of our players.”

It was a good weekend for the Lions 
netballers, with their other five sides all 
through to first semi finals and will be 
playing for grand final spots this Saturday.

Lions survive a slow start
By Tara Murray

Sunbury Lions were able to break the stran-
glehold that Darley has had on it in recent 
times, with a big elimination final win on 
Sunday.

The season was on the line for last year’s 
two grand finalists and it was the Lions who 
found another level in the second half.

The Lions led by 16 points at half time be-
fore running away with the game finishing 
with a 17.12 (114)-6.10 (46) win.

There was a sense of relief for Lions coach 
Matt White after the game.

“It’s now two from nine against them in 
my coaching career,” he said. 

“It’s been tough so to get a 10 goal win to-
day [Sunday] makes me feel good but there’s 
more to overcome and we’ll work our focus 
to North Ballarat.”

White said they felt that the group was 
really starting to gel and having had nearly 
the whole team back for the final round of 
the season really helped heading into finals.

He said getting as many of their Victori-
an Football League players back as possible 

was also pretty handy as they build some 
connectivity.

That was on show against the Devils.
White said the Devils threw a lot of chal-

lenges at them in the first half.
“They were a bit inaccurate in the first 

five minutes and they threw everything at 
us,” he said.

“We steadied and then it was similar in 
the second quarter.

“They were really good at the start of the 
second quarter. DJ [Daniel Johnston] stood 
up in the last five-10 minutes in the second 
and put us in a good position.”

The Lions came out and attacked the 
second half and kicked five goals to none 
to lead by 45 points heading into the final 
quarter.

White said it was their best quarter for the 
year.

“We got to work in the way we needed to 
and it wasn’t on the back of one particular 
player.

“We shared the load and took the oppor-
tunities.”

White said they knew the Devils would 

throw some weird things at them in the final 
quarter as they looked to pull off the come-
back.

The Lions kicked the first three goals 
of the last quarter to ensure their season 
would continue.

“We knew that they would come in the 
first five minutes,” he said.

“We had to play solid good footy to put to 
bed the weird moves.

With the game under control, the Lions 
were able to rest some guys in the dying 
minutes as they got through unscathed.

Johnston, who was named best on 
ground, kicked four goals, as did Patrick 
Scanlon.

Jake Egan and Jack Newitt also had strong 
games.

The Lions now face North Ballarat in a 
knockout semi final.

Jake Sutton could possibly return after 
his VFL season ended at the weekend.

“We’ll put in a few phone calls,” White 
said.

The Lions reserves side’s season ended 
after a loss to Ballarat in an elimination final.

Lions stun Devils for big elimination win

Sean Reilly. (Ljubica Vrankovic) 560115_03

By Tara Murray

The Calder Cannons return to Talent 
League girls finals ended in the quarter 
finals with the Eastern Ranges prov-
ing too strong on Saturday, while the 
Cannons’ boys season ended on Sunday.

Playing finals for the first time since 
2023, the Cannons girls had a tough ask 
against the Ranges, who were the number 
two ranked metro team.

The Ranges led by seven points at quar-
ter time, and the margin stayed steady with 
one goal apiece in the second quarter.

Both sides had missed some opportu-
nities to put more score on the board.

Five goals to one in favour of the Rang-
es blew the game open in the third quarter 
with the margin 31 points heading into the 
final quarter.

That would prove to be the difference 
in the game with the Ranges’ winning, 9.13 
(67)-4.8 (32).

It was all single goalkickers for the Can-
nons, with Coco Balmain, Holly Clough, 
Lily Frangoulis and Elebertina Schuliga all 
hitting the scoreboard.

Balmain, who had 26 disposals was 
named the Cannons best along with Tessa 
Berryman, who had 23 disposals and sev-
en tackles.

The Cannons finished with eight wins 
for the season, up from three last season 
showing the improvement in the group.

Meanwhile, the Cannons boys were 
in finals action against the Sandringham 
Dragons.

The Dragons jumped out to a 29 point 
lead at quarter time.

They were able to hold a steady margin 
the next two quarters, before finishing with 
four goals to one in the final quarter to seal 
a 17.18 (118)-10.10 (70) win.

Thomas Lincoln and Jackson Watkins 
kicked three goals each for the Cannons.

George Holderhead, Watkins and Blake 
Justice were named their best.

The Cannons finished the season with 
eight wins for the year.

Calder Cannons 
knocked out

Chloe Bullen. (Ljubica Vrankovic) 

571649_11
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Lions stun Devils Bulldogs overtime thriller

By Tara Murray 

Gisborne’s hopes of one last Bendigo 
Football League premiership remain 
alive after accounting for South 
Bendigo in Sunday’s elimination 
final.

With the Bulldogs’ time in the 
Bendigo league coming to an end at 
the end of the season, the players are 
embracing every opportunity as they 
look to add to the club’s history.

On Sunday, the Bulldogs were able 
to pull away with it in the second 
half as they beat South Bendigo, 16.9 
(105)-7.11 (53).

Bulldogs’ captain Zac Vescovi said 
it was a really special win for the 
group.

“It was a physical tough game,” he 
said. “It was to see everyone stand up. 

“It was close until we got away from 
them in the third quarter.”

The Bulldogs led by just one point at 
half time, before they kicked the only 
four goals of the third quarter.

They finished off strongly with six 
goals to one in the final quarter to 
ensure their season remains alive.

Vescovi said the second half was 
really pleasing for them.

“We’ve had plenty of games where 
we’ve had five-goal leads and let 
teams come back,” he said.

“It was good to keep the margin out.
“We were able to move the ball a 

lot. We’re a small team and on a big 
ground we were able to get running 
and take the game on.

“We didn’t go into our shells.”
Pat McKenna kicked four goals for 

the Bulldogs, while Ryan Bourke, 
Adam Brancatisano and Dominic 
Sullivan kicked two goals each.

Brancatisano, Flynn Lakey and 
Sullivan were named the Bulldogs’ 
best.

Vescovi said they would embrace 
being a smaller running side 
compared to some of the other sides 
and felt they had a really good blend 
of players to go deep into the season.

“We had a lot of players excited as 
they were playing their first final,” he 
said.

“They play fast footy athree 
“Then there’s the experience of 

Liam Rodgers and Pat McKenna, who 
played in the last premiership, that 
keep everyone in line with structures 
and the important things.”

The Bulldogs will face Strathfieldsaye 
in a knockout semi final this Sunday.

The Storm lost the qualifying final 
on Saturday to Eaglehawks by 29 
points.

“We have one win against each 
other,” Vescovi said.

“It’ll be another neutral ground at 
QEO [Queen Elizabeth Oval]. It’s a big 
ground and we will enjoy it.

“It could be the last time we play 
there. We’ll take it one week at a time.”

Bulldogs 

continue on 

Burras’ 
stunning win
By Tara Murray 

Diggers Rest went storming into the 
Riddell District Football League grand 
final, as star forward Callum Moore 
kicked his 100th goal for the season.

The major semi final between the 
Burras and Riddell proved to be one 
way traffic for most of the game, with 
the Burras stamping their authority 
early.

The margin was 42 points at 
quarter time and it continued to grow 
throughout the rest of the game.

With the win locked up at half time, 
the Burras later in the game turned 
their attention to helping Moore kick 
his 100th goal.

He finished with 11 goals for the 
game, with the final goal seeing the 
crowd spill onto the ground to celebrate 
the big milestone.

Burras’ coach Shaun Campbell said 
they were just happy to make sure they 
locked in a grand final spot.

“It’s super pleasing after last year and 
how we finished,” he said.

“It’s good to finally be in one, they 
are hard to get into and they are even 
harder to win.”

Campbell said they were confident 
heading into the game but never 
thought the result would be as 
one-sided as it was.

“We’re finding some good form at the 
right time of the year,” he said.

“We’re gelling together and doing the 
small things right and it makes doing 
my role as a coach easy.”

Campbell said there was no 
conversation as a team about trying to 
get Moore his 100th goal once the game 
was in hand.

He said speaking with Moore himself, 
he knew he would like to get it done and 
not have that hanging over his head in 
the grand final.

“When we did get that far in front we 
did try and help him out,” Campbell 
said.

“There was a bit of relief. He should 
have got it done a few weeks ago, as he’s 
kicked a lot of points throughout the 
year and left a lot of points out there.”

Campbell said it was big for the 
league to have someone kick 100 goals 
and it was a different feeling having the 
supporters jump the fence to celebrate.

“I’ve only seen that at AFL level and 
it was a bit of fun for everyone,” he said.

Marcus Calvaresi kicked four goals 
for the Burras, while Josh Wallace 
kicked three.

Jaidyn Caruana, Moore and Brad 
Sluggett were named their best.

For the Bombers, Callum Williamson 
and Jacob Chahine were named their 
best.

Campbell said they were able to pull 
a few guys off late in preparation for the 
grand final and everyone got through 
unscathed which was a big thing.

The Burras now have the week off 
before the grand final.

Campbell said the week off would 
help them.

“We’re banged up and got some sore 
bodies,” he said.

“You will also take the week off when 
you can get it.

“We’ll freshen up and go again.”

Callum Moore. (Ljubica 

Vrankovic) 546093_06


