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Ducks in danger
By Jack O’Shea-Ayres

A Brookfi eld local has started a community 
petition calling for the installation of 
speed bumps on Black Dog Drive following 
concerns about speeding drivers and 
endangered wildlife. 

Roman Kondrat, a daily user of Black 
Dog Drive, said he started the petition after 
becoming sick of seeing dead birds on his 
daily commute. 

“Th is has been going on for at least 
several months from what I have seen,” Mr 
Kondrat said. 

“Personally I had to move two dead 
ducks and one swamphen off  the road. Th is 
is not including others that I had found on 
the side of the road.”

He believes the issue stems from drivers 
who speed along the bridge which extends 
above Arnolds Creek, where the birds’ 
habitats are situated. 

“Seeing the way some drivers carelessly 
drive along that road, even in some cases 
when they can see the birds crossing 
the road they would continue driving 
as if they weren’t there,” he said. 

Mr Kondrat said he had contacted 
Melton council to notify it of his 
concerns and was told a traffi  c 
management offi  cer would inspect 
the area within four weeks, informing 
him of the result. 

“I am waiting for a response,” he 
said. 

Th e issue has gotten so out of hand 
for Mr Kondrat that he has had to step 
in and help to remove wildlife from 
the road during peak-hour traffi  c, 
when risks are highest.

“I just recently had to stop traffi  c 
to make sure ducks could pass safely 
across the road, and even then drivers were 
speeding past me,” he said. 

“Some good people stopped, and luckily 
the birds could cross safely.”

A Melton spokesperson said council had 

received reports on the issue, which led 
to the implementation of a range of safety 
measures. 

“Council has received previous reports 
on this matter and has undertaken 

reviews and assessments 
which resulted in the 
implementation of a range 
of safety measures in the 
area, including installation 
of a roundabout at the 
intersection of Black Dog 
Drive and Campaspe Crescent, 
installation of pedestrian 
refuge islands and traffi  c 

Islands at various intersections,  a speed 
reduction from 60km/h to 50km/h along 
Black Dog Drive, and line marking of 
parking lanes to narrow the road and slow 
motorists down,” the spokersperson said. 

“Council is investigating the current 
report to determine if further measures are 
required.”

Mr Kondrat’s petition has close to 100 
signatures. 

He said instead of posting the petition 
online and expecting people to do the right 
thing, he preferred door-knocking and 
starting conversations with people around 
wildlife safety and the risk speeding poses 
to all road users. 

“People appreciate when you take the 
eff ort,” he said. “Not everyone is an animal 
lover, but at the end of the day we have to 
share the road.”
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Above: Roman Kondrat is advocating for speed bumps along Black Dog Drive to 

slow down drivers for wildlife and ducks using the road to cross. 558105_03

Left: Arnolds Creek. (Pictures: Damjan Janevski) 558105_05

         Not everyone is an 

animal lover, but at the end 

of the day we have to share 

the road  - Roman Kondrat
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ON SALE 17 JUNE UNTIL 23 JUNE

While stocks last. Pictures used for illustration purposes only. Retail quantities only. No trade supplied. All prices include GST 
where applicable. Some products or varieties may not be available at all stores. IGA Liquor supports the responsible service 
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Specials available from 
Wednesday 17/06/26 until Tuesday 23/06/26.
While stocks last.

Selected Varieties
Selected Varieties
21¢ per 100 sheets

AUSTRALIAN 
FRESH CHICKEN 
THIGH FILLETS

$179
ea

$699
ea

$450
ea

SAVE $6.50

$1299
kg

Selected Varieties
$2.19 per Litre

83¢
PER CAN

$1975
ea

SAVE $19.75

MAKE IT YOUR 
BEST BATCH YET!

$699
kg

$599
ea

IT'S SALAMI 
SEASON

$999
ea

SAVE $3.01

$175
ea

SAVE $2.75

1/2 PRICE

BETTER THAN

1/2 PRICE

BETTER THAN1/2
PRICE

12853211-JV25-26
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Specials available one day only Friday 19/06/26.
While stocks last.

MARKET DAY SPECIALS
FRI 19 JUNE ONLY

WHILE STOCKS LAST

Selected Varieties
$2.76 per Litre

Selected Varieties

Selected Varieties
$3.67 per LitreSelected Varieties Selected Varieties Selected Varieties
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$550
ea

SAVE $2.45

$595
ea

SAVE $4.05

$995
ea

$1295
kg

$1395
kg

$5495
ea

700ML

$1995
ea

SAVE $16.05

Selected Varieties
$1.24 per 100mL

$995
ea

SAVE $11.05

$5ea

SAVE $5

$495
ea

SAVE $5.05

1/2 PRICE

BETTER THAN 1/2
PRICE

AUSTRALIAN BONED & 
ROLLED PORK LOIN ROAST

$995
kg

HOT PRICE!

$3395
kg

HOT PRICE!

$3995
ea

10 PACK

$5295
ea

24 PACK

$12
SAVE $7

2 FOR

12853232-JV25-26
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A major expansion on Ballan’s south-west-
ern fringe has moved a step closer after 
Moorabool council voted to seek authorisa-
tion from the planning minister to progress 
a planning scheme amendment which could 
deliver housing for up to 3800 people. 

Council unanimously approved to 
seek the planning minister’s approval at 
its 3 June meeting after consideration of 
planning scheme amendment C106moor, 
which proposes the rezoning of approxi-
mately 128.5 hectares of land south-west 
of the township for future urban develop-
ment. 

The land, which is currently used for 
cropping and grazing, is bounded by the 

Melbourne-Ballarat railway line, Gee-
long-Ballan Road, Rowett Lane, and Den-
holms Road. 

If approved, the amendment would 
facilitate a master-planned residential 
community comprising about 1255 lots, 
alongside significant community infra-
structure including parks, sporting facili-
ties, a neighbourhood activity centre, land 
for a future school, and a community hub. 

Council officers noted the proposal 
aligns with the Ballan Strategic Directions 
originally adopted in 2019, which identi-
fied the area as a future residential growth 
precinct capable of supporting the town’s 
long-term expansion, while maintaining 
Ballan’s country character.

The amendment would rezone most of 

the land to the general residential zone, 
establish a two-hectare commercial 1 
zone for a future neighbourhood activi-
ty centre, and apply planning overlays to 
guide development and address environ-
mental considerations. 

Plans for the precinct include four local 
parks, an eight-hectare active recreation 
reserve, walking and cycling paths, wet-
lands, and a connected open space net-
work, with almost all future homes to be 
located within 400 metres of a local park. 

The proposed activity centre would 
include a supermarket and a range of re-
tail and service businesses, while devel-
opment contributions would help fund 
sporting facilities, community infrastruc-
ture, road upgrades, and shared path con-

nections. 
The report presented to council noted 

the development would generate sub-
stantial additional traffic, with supporting 
infrastructure planned to accommodate 
future growth across Ballan South. 

Before any rezoning can occur, the 
amendment must be authorised by the 
planning minister and undergo a public 
exhibition process. 

Residents, landowners, and commu-
nity members will have the opportunity 
to review the proposal and lodge submis-
sions. 

Any unresolved submissions could 
later be considered by an independent 
planning panel before council determines 
whether to adopt the amendment. 

A plan to expand Ballan
By Jack O’Shea-Ayres

Melton council is calling on resi-
dents to share their views on the 
Djerriwarrh Festival as planning 
begins for the upcoming 2026 event. 

The all-day event is presented 
jointly by council and Victoria Po-
lice each year, and includes live per-
formances, fireworks displays, mar-
ket stalls, food stalls, live music, and 
a mix of different activities aimed at 
the young and old, drawing crowds 
from across the municipality. 

The consultation process seeks 
feedback on what people enjoy 
most about the festival and what 
could be improved, helping to 
shape future programming and ex-
periences.

Forming part of council’s Wellbe-
ing Plan, the feedback will be used 
in an aim to strengthen access to lo-
cal events as well as building a more 
connected community, being used 
to guide the 2026 Djerriwarrh Festi-
val, ensuring it reflects community 
needs, interests, and expectations. 

Residents are also invited to 
weigh in on their favourite festival 
activities across all council’s events, 
helping to guide what they see more 
or less of at future events, gather-
ings, and programs.

Residents and community mem-
bers can provide their input until 
Sunday 21 June via a short online 
survey or by emailing conversa-
tions@melton.vic.gov.au. 

Have your say on 
future events

Different Journeys is helping to shine a 
light on the often-overlooked challenges 
faced by unpaid carers through its Melton 
Carers Cuppa event, a community initiative 
designed to provide connection, support 
and understanding. 

The organisation supports autistic and 
neurodivergent people, their families, and 
unpaid carers through peer support, edu-
cation, and community programs, meeting 
with Melton’s carers for a morning of con-
versation and peer support on 11 June. 

Chief executive Mel Spencer said one of 
the biggest challenges carers face is nav-
igating complex systems while managing 

the daily demands of supporting a loved 
one. 

“Many carers are under enormous pres-
sure and are dealing with stress, burnout, 
social isolation, and financial pressure,” Ms 
Spencer said. 

“One of the biggest gaps we fill is 
lived-experience support. People often tell 
us they rarely get the chance to speak open-
ly with someone who truly understands 
what they are going through.” 

The Melton Carers Cuppa was born from 
a desire to combat social isolation among 
carers. 

“We wanted to create a relaxed and wel-

coming space where carers could step away 
from their caring role for a moment, have a 
coffee, connect with others, and feel part of 
a supportive community,” she said.

Ms Spencer believes more support is 
needed for carers across the community, 
particularly before they reach crisis point. 

“No one gives you a guide when you sud-
denly become a carer. Often, the best way to 
learn is from people who have walked the 
path before you.

“Hearing someone say, ‘This is the first 
time I’ve felt heard in a long time,’ reminds 
us why community connection and peer 
support matter so much.”

Support for carers to ease their journey

Different Journeys chief executive Mel Spencer. (Damjan Janevski). 554711_07

Police have recorded 103 speeding drivers 
in Moorabool during a four-day operation 
which took place over the King’s Birthday 
weekend. 

Victoria Police increased visibili-
ty and targeted high-risk driving be-
haviour across the state’s roads in an 
effort to reduce road trauma, as part 
of Operation Regal between Friday 5 
June and Monday 8 June. 

As well as the speeding drivers, 
Moorabool police also detected six 
unregistered vehicles and three un-
licensed drivers, three drink drivers, 
three seatbelt offences, two drivers 
who disobeyed signs or signals, and 
one disqualified driver. 

Of the 125 offences recorded across 
Moorabool’s roads, four drivers had 

their vehicles impounded. 
In Melton, police recorded 54 total 

offences for the area over the four-
day enforcement period, including 
17 speeding drivers, 13 unregistered 
vehicles, five drink drivers, five drug 
drivers, five unlicensed drivers, four 
drivers who failed to follow signs or 
signals, and four mobile phone of-
fences.

One driver also had their vehicle 
impounded. 

Across the state, a total of 7221 traf-
fic offences were detected over the 
four-day enforcement period, repre-
senting a 20 per cent increase on the 
same time last year. 

Police rule the roads on long weekend
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Snooze Melton | Tenancy T2, 2296-2302 Melton Highway | 7042 5777 | snooze.com.au

It 's amazing what a l ittle snooze can do

Up to

selected 
mattresses*

50% 
Up to

selected 
bed frames*

40% 
+

EOFY Sale

MeltonMeltonMelton

12872448-EB25-26

Family’s law change push
By Glenn Fisher

Despina Havelas understandably fi nds 
it diffi  cult to fi nd much humour in the 
tragic loss of her younger sister less than 
two months ago after a long battle with a 
mental health illness.

But a doll is the one and only keepsake 
from the belongings of Dr Anastasia 
Kalantzis that brings a smile to Despina’s 
face.

Not just any doll.
“Ana loved horror movies and heavy 

metal music like Metallica and Megadeath, 
and I’ve kept her Chucky doll to remind me 
what a vibrant, bubbly, spirited woman she 
was,” Despina said.

While Ana’s doll from the Child’s Play 
horror movie franchise might help lighten 
the mood for Despina and her daughter 
Aristea, the fact they were not legally 
allowed to know about Ana’s medication 
or treatment plan during and after any 
of the numerous stays inside a mental 
health facility defi nitely remains a bone of 
contention.

Ana’s long battle with her mental health 
ended shortly after she was discharged 
from the last in a long line of public and 
private mental health facilities across 
Melbourne and returned home to be with 
her 80-year-old mother in Glenroy.

Dr Kalantzis was a respected lecturer at 
the Royal Dental Hospital in Melbourne 
and in dentistry at the University of 
Melbourne, admired and acclaimed for her 
compassion and dedication to dentistry, 
education and mental health advocacy.

She was 44.
Now a new battle has started, with 

Despina and Aristea pushing for Victoria’s 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Act (2022) 
to be either changed or for a nationwide 
piece of legislation to cover all states and 
territories.

“Whenever Ana was in a facility, we as 
caregivers and close family members had 
no legal right to get information about her 
medication, treatment plan or to even be 
included in discussions about her health, 
because it’s all deemed as private,” Despina 
said.

“We just want more rights for caregivers, 

so others don’t have to go through what we 
did.

“Ana was discharged without a safety 
plan, and there was no discussion about 
her family history or past. We could see 
the change in her every time she was 
discharged, but the medical people in 
those facilities couldn’t,” she said.

“She stopped eating, her mood changed 
… we know she was masking her illness to 
the medical staff  while in those facilities.”

Since Ana’s death, Despina and Aristea 

have attempted to contact and meet with 
state MPs from both sides of parliament, to 
raise concerns about the current legislation 
blocking loved ones from getting access to 
more information about a patient.

While changing the laws is the aim, 
Aristea says they are not on any political 
witch hunt.

“Mental health is not a political issue, it 
is both a health and educational issue,” she 
said.

“We are just trying to help the process, 
not hinder it.”

On Friday, Deputy Premier Ben Carroll’s 
offi  ce notifi ed Despina that he would be 
“unable to meet” with them to discuss 
mental health in Victoria and sent his “best 
wishes”.

Star Weekly also sent a list of questions 
to Mental Health Minister Ingrid Stitt last 
week, but there had been no response 
before this newspaper’s deadline.

While Despina and Aristea can never 
get Ana back, her memory will live on 
after the family started the Anastasia 
Kalantzis Memorial Dentistry Scholarship 
(advancement.lat robe.edu.au/g iv ing/
anas-legacy) in partnership with La 
Trobe University, where Ana completed 
her bachelor of health sciences/master 
of dentistry at the Bendigo campus. 
Donations will help support students 
pursuing a pathway into dentistry, who 
demonstrate a dual commitment to 
dentistry and mental health.

If you, or anyone you know, is 
experiencing mental health challenges 
and/or dealing with suicidal thoughts, 
contact Lifeline on 131114, the Suicide Call 
Back Service on 1300 659 467 or Beyond 
Blue on 1300 224 636.

Despina Havelas and daughter Aristea Havelas, holding a photo of Anastasia Kalantzis.

(Damjan Janevski) 558849_01
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The West Party registration
The Victorian Electoral Commission 

(VEC) has received an application 

from The West Party for registration 

as a political party. Objections to 

the proposed registration must be 

submitted to the VEC in writing no 

later than Sunday 12 July 2026. Valid 

reasons for objection include: the 

party is not an eligible political party 

as defi ned under the Electoral Act 

2002 (the Act), the application is not in 

accordance with the requirements of 

section 45 of the Act or the proposed 

name should be refused under section 

47 of the Act. Objections can be made 

to rppregistration@vec.vic.gov.au or 

posted to the VEC, Level 11, 530 

Collins Street, Melbourne Vic, 3000. 

Objections must be signed and include 

the objector’s address. Details of any 

objections will be made available to the 

applicant.

Men’s Health Week
Running from 15 June to 21 June, 

the week highlights the importance 

of physical, mental and social health 

through connection, regular health 

check-ups, staying active and seeking 

support when needed. As part of the 

program, a screening of the fi lm Uproar 

will take place on Friday 19 June at 

4pm, exploring identity, masculinity and 

community during New Zealand’s 1981 

Springbok tour protests. 

FOR BREAKING NEWS, VISIT 

Web: starweekly.com.au

 Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly

 @starweeklynews

 @star_weekly

Sharing stories of new lives
Shared cultures, lived experiences, and 
Australia’s rich diversity will be celebrated 
across Melton during Refugee Week from 
15 to 21 June. 

Refugee Week has been observed 
annually across Australia since 1986, and 
this year marks 40 years of recognising 
the resilience, contributions, and stories 
of those who have built new lives across 
Melton’s communities. 

Th is year’s theme, A Million Stories, 
invites observers to refl ect on the million 
journeys which have helped to shape 
Australia into the diverse and vibrant 
nation it is today. 

To mark the occasion, council is hosting 
a free community event and an inspiring 
storytelling session. 

From 11am to 1pm on Wednesday 
17 June, residents are invited to A 
Million Stories: Journeys of Strength, 
Belonging and Community at the Melton 
Community Hall, an uplifting community 
event featuring powerful storytelling and 
vibrant cultural performances. 

Participants will be given the 
opportunity to hear personal accounts of 
refugee journeys and the experiences that 
shape Melton’s diverse community. 

On Th ursday 18 June, Refugee Stories 
for Change at the Melton Library and 
Learning Hub kicks off  at 2.30pm and 
includes a presentation from guest 
speaker Safi  Taye, an ambassador with the 
Refugee Council of Australia. 

Taye will share his deeply personal 
story of displacement, rebuilding, and 
belonging, explaining the journey of 
his growing up in Afghanistan, fl eeing 
Iran with his family, and his arrival to 
Australia. 

Melton mayor Lara Carli said refugee 
week is the perfect opportunity to come 

together, listen and learn from others’ 
diverse cultural backgrounds. 

“By sharing stories, we deepen our 
understanding and strengthen the sense 
of belonging that makes our city more 
inclusive, compassionate and connected,” 
she said. 

Both events are free to attend. To register, 
visit melton.vic.gov.au/refugee-week

Safi  Taye will share his story at the Melton 

Library and Learning Hub on Thursday 18 June. 

(Supplied)
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Group anchored in Melton 
By Jack O’Shea-Ayres

Th e North West Metro Sub-Section of 
the Naval Association of Australia has 
undergone one of the most signifi cant 
transformations in its history, evolving 
from a small inner-west Melbourne sailors’ 
club into a revitalised regional hub for 
veterans across western Victoria. 

Its origins trace back to 1946, when the 
Footscray Sub-Section was formed in the 
immediate post-war period under the then 
Ex-Navalmen’s Association of Australia. 

Early meetings were modest aff airs, held 
in an upstairs room above shops in central 
Footscray. As membership grew through 
the late 1940s and 1950s, the group shifted 
between venues before establishing 
permanent purpose-built clubrooms in 
1961 on Graham Street in West Footscary, 
on land provided by Maribyrnong council. 

Th e Graham Street site became a 
cornerstone of naval camaraderie in 
Melbourne’s west for more than fi ve 
decades. 

Built through public donations and 
supported under the state government 
Patriotic Welfare Fund, the club operated 
from about 1961 until 2017. 

During its peak, it played an important 
social and welfare role, regularly hosting 
visiting sailors and providing a temporary 
home base for naval personnel attached to 
the Williamstown Naval Dockyard. 

“It was a very successful Naval club,” 
North West Metro Sub-Section president 
Dale Borthwick said. 

From there, it continued to provide 
support for naval personnel who were 
accommodated at the Maribyrnong 
Immigration Centre whilst working at the 

dockyard. 
However, privatisation saw the crews 

move out. 
“Unfortunately, that activity stopped 

after the dockyard was privatised and the 
crews no longer stayed with the ships in 
refi t but were posted to other ships,” Mr 
Borthwick said. 

Combined with an ageing membership 
base, the sub-section faced a steady 
decline. Structural issues with the 

Graham Street building, exacerbated by 
land movement and prolonged drought 
conditions in the early 2000s, ultimately led 
to its condemnation by council inspectors. 

In 2018, a move of the sub-section to the 
Footscary Park Bowls Club was facilitated 
by Maribyrnong council, breathing new 
life into the club. 

However, scheduling constraints 
eventually created further instability for 
the club. 

“Th e committee and members at the 
Footsray Park Bowls Club welcomed 
us with open arms and made us very 
welcome,” Mr Borthwick said. 

“But unfortunately, over time, the 
bowls club were holding more functions 
on a Sunday afternoon, which meant our 
meetings were cancelled more often than 
not.”

Over the ensuing years, the club grew 
even smaller, with members lost through 
age-related illnesses and most of the 
remaining members living west of Deer 
Park. 

Th e sub-section faced times of 
uncertainty, with the risk of a club closure 
just over the horizon. 

However new hope was found as several 
of the remaining members were also 
members of the Melton RSL Sub-branch 
as well as the Melton Vietnam Veterans 
Association of Australia (VVAA). 

“Th ey suggested that the sub-section 
explore moving to Melton and meeting at 
the VVAA clubrooms,” Mr Borthwick said. 

“Negotiations then commenced with 
the RSL and the VVAA and a successful 
outcome was achieved.” 

Th e inaugural meeting at the VVAA 
clubrooms in Melton was held on 26 May, 
2024. 

Members voted to rename the group the 
North West Metro Sub-Section, refl ecting 
both its new base and broader geographic 
reach, helping the club to achieve 
camaraderie and inclusivity. 

Now fi rmly re-established, the 
sub-section is preparing to mark its 80th 
anniversary with a commemorative 
lunch at the Melton Country Club on 20 
September. 

President Dale Borthwick, with members David Pratt, Russell Pettis and Clinton Hall with his dog 

Timmy. (Damjan Janevski) 558100_04
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Maritime history captured

A
s a shipwright with the former 
Victorian Ports and Harbours 
Branch in Williamstown, Laurie 

Dilks didn’t normally bring a camera to 
work. 

“I never carried a camera normally 
unless I thought there was something 
worthwhile to take a photograph of,” Mr 
Dilks recalled. 

So when he made sure to pack his camera 
before heading to work on the morning of 
23 June, 1976, Mr Dilks clearly knew he 
was about to witness something worth 
capturing for posterity. 

“I thought I’ll get a photograph of this,” 
Mr Dilks, now 81, recalled thinking that 
morning nearly half a century ago. 

“And I’m very pleased I did.”
So too are many other people, especially 

those with an interest in maritime history 
of which Williamstown and Hobsons Bay 
has plenty. 

But of all that history, few moments 
resonate like the one Mr Dilks 
photographed 50 years ago next week: the 
burning down of the Point Gellibrand Pile 
Light. 

It’s a moment that locals who were alive 
at the time can recall like it was yesterday 
and even those who weren’t are still well 
aware of.

Th e images Mr Dilks took that day are a 
big reason why. 

He and his fellow shipwrights were 
standing on a boat about 25 metres from 
the historic lighthouse, roughly a mile off  
Williamstown’s Shelly Beach, when the 
fi re began at about 11am on a sunny, still 
Wednesday morning. 

Floating nearby were a number of other 
craft including one packed with journalists 
from the evening TV news and Melbourne’s 
then afternoon paper of record, Th e Herald. 

Th ey all watched as the lighthouse, 
perched above the water atop 33 wooden 
piles, its living quarters surrounding the 
bottom of the tower and its pile light at 
the top, became enveloped in smoke, then 
engulfed in fl ames.

Th en the tower and its pile light, which 
had guided ships into Hobsons Bay since 
1906, preventing them from crashing into 
Gellibrand Reef, crashed into the water 
itself. 

“Th e support around it (the tower), which 
was the house, diminished and it fell into 
the water and was trapped by the piles that 
held up the lighthouse so it didn’t go to the 
bottom,” Mr Dilks said of the tower and pile 
light which would later be recovered.

Th e pile light itself now sits on display 
at the Seaworks Maritime Precinct in 
Williamstown, near where Mr Dilks 
and his fellow Ports and Harbours 
shipwrights used to work and where a 
Winter Solstice Festival will be held on 19 
June that will double as a 50th anniversary 
commemoration of the lighthouse fi re. 

“Of all the iconic structures that 
Williamstown’s history has produced, 
the Gellibrand Light must be the most 
cherished and best known” Seaworks 
executive offi  cer Glenn Jones said. 

“Not only by seafarers, for whom it had a 
special signifi cance, but by the thousands 
of residents and tourists. After a long 
journey from the bottom of the bay, to 
beside the Polly Woodside and even central 
Victoria, it’s now back in Williamstown 
and Seaworks is its home”. 

Along with seeing the pile light itself, 
those attending the winter solstice festival 
can also visit a special display on the 
lighthouse inside the Seaworks Maritime 
Museum.

Included in the display are some of the 
dramatic images Mr Dilks took that day. 

While the photos capture the pile light’s 

fi ery end, they don’t explain 
how it came about; how the 
state government of the day 
found itself in the extraordinary position 
of having to set fi re to a beloved historic 
landmark. 

Fortunately, Mr Dilks’ memory remains 
as vivid as his photos.

“I was working in the depot and the 
offi  cer in charge, a Mr Jack Manser, came 
out into the yard where I was working with 
a couple of other fellows,” he recalled of 
the morning two days before the fi re on 
Monday 21 June.

“He said ‘I’ve heard the Gellibrand 
Lighthouse has been struck by a ship’. He 
said apparently it’s been quite extensively 
damaged and we’ll have to get out there 
and have a look when we can.”

Th is was about 8.30am.
Roughly an hour earlier, the Melbourne 

Trader, a 7000 tonne roll-on roll-off  
cargo ship, had ploughed into the Point 
Gellibrand Pile Light while returning from 
its regular run to Tasmania. 

Th e thick fog that blanketed Port Phillip 
Bay that morning and was already blamed 
for the collision and was also preventing Mr 
Dilks and his colleagues from immediately 
heading out to inspect the damage. 

Once the fog cleared later in the morning 
and they did get out to the pile light, not 
much of an inspection was required. 

“It was severely damaged,” Mr Dilks 
recalled.

“Many of the piles had been broken.”
With the many of the piles supporting 

the lighthouse snapped off  at the waterline, 
its tower was tilting badly to one side. 

Th e lighthouse keeper’s residence at the 
base of the tower was also badly damaged, 
though, remarkably, the keeper himself 
was unscathed. 

He’d spent the night ashore, a decision 
which probably saved his life.  

Returning to the depot, the shipwrights 
reported what they’d seen to Mr Manser 
who then sent it up the chain of command. 

Th ings were moving quickly. 
Th e next day, Mr Dilks and his colleagues 

arrived at the depot to be told that a 
decision on the pile light’s future would be 
made later that day. 

In the meantime they were to go back out 
there and strip it of any of any valuables. 

“We had to be very careful because it (the 
lighthouse) was on a precarious angle and 
the boat landing there was underwater,” 
Mr Dilks said, adding that once on board 
they removed and took whatever they 
could, though some items would soon go 
missing. 

“We got up and removed the windvane 
of the tower but we don’t know what 
happened to that in the end.”

Th ey also cleared out the keepers quarters 
which Mr Dilks likened to a fl oating home.  

“It was a unique situation as seaborn 
lighthouses are,” he said.

“Before the current lighthouse keeper, 
on occasion there had been others who’d 
lived there with their wives. It was a house 
with a bathroom, kitchen and bedroom.”

Sadly, like the rest of the structure,  it was 
also damaged beyond repair and given its 

importance to nearby shipping lanes, it 
had to be removed and replaced as soon as 
possible.

Before the shipwrights left for home that 
day, their boss delivered the news. 

“Mr Manser had told us that the 
lighthouse was to be burnt at 11am on the 
morning, 23 June, 1976,” Mr Dilks said. 

“It was a unique situation, but we 
understood that was what the government 
had ordered. It was a sad situation.”

With camera in hand, he and his 
colleagues returned to the pile light for the 
fi nal time the following morning to prepare 
it for burning. 

Th ey were joined by another crew from 
Ports and Harbours who’d travelled up by 
boat from Queenscliff e.

Mr Dilks suspects it was they who fi nally 
set it alight. 

“Th ey had a small drum of kerosene with 
them and were sprinkling it around when 
me and my workmates realised it was close 
to 11am and we’d better be getting off .”

From there, it took about 20 minutes to 
destroy 70 years of maritime history.

A navigational light was installed in 
place of the lighthouse and there hasn’t 
been another collision in the 50 years since.

Mr Dilks lamented that if only today’s 
shipping technology was available back 
then, the Point Gellibrand Pile Light would 
still remain.  

“Unfortunately that incident happened 
because in that era they didn’t have the 
navigational aids they have now,” he said. 

“At the time everyone wished it hadn’t 
happened but it did and thank goodness 
nobody was injured.”

Fifi ty years ago next week, Laurie Dilks had a front row seat to one of the most dramatic events in Williamstown’s history 

and has the photos and the memories to prove it. He spoke to Cade Lucas.

Above: Seaworks executive offi cer 

Glenn Jones and former shipwright 

Laurie Dilks below the pile light from 

the Point Gellibrand Lighthouse 

which was burnt down 50 years ago.

(Damjan Janevski) 557888_01

Right: Workers prepare the damaged 

pile light to be burnt. (Laurie Dilks)

ary position The lighthouse keeper’s residence at the
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ed Laurie Dilks took this photo of the burning pile 

light from a boat 25 metres away. (Laurie Dilks) 

The Gellibrand Pile Light fi re on the morning of 

23 June, 1976. (Laurie Dilks) 
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Is betting getting you hooked?

Meli on

(03) 5278 8122 

gamblershelp.com.au

Even a casual habit can cause 
harm before you know it.
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Faces of the west 
Each week Star Weekly photographers are out and about 

capturing events and people across the western suburbs.

Cassandra Ame 

is releasing her 

debut single, 

Home.

(Damjan Janevski) 

555813_06

Dean Lewis, former member of the Australian Defence Force, with his 

restored a 1942 World War II Ford Jeep. (Damjan Janevski) 557049_04

Above: Valerie Agu. (Damjan Janevski) 556641_05

Right: Laverton Community Choir is gearing up 

for its annual concert. (Damjan Janevski) 556461_05 Jennifer Kearney, OAM. (Damjan Janevski) 557528_02

Betty McGuire, 91, received a Medal of the Order of Australia for her 

services to softball. (Damjan Janevski) 557417_02

Turn an old sock 

into a puppet
Each month, Stephanie Martinez will 
share an exciting craft project designed to 
inspire and spark creativity.

Stephanie starred in the fi rst season 
of Making It on Network 10, where she 
discovered and ignited her passion for 
crafting.

Join Stephanie as she explores the endless 
possibilities of crafting and turn everyday 
materials into something extraordinary.

Th is month, Stephanie is creating a crazy 
sock puppet.

Crazy sock puppet

Materials

Cardboard

Wadding

Sock

Black and red felt

Polystyrene balls

Pom-pom

Yarn

Equipment

Scissors

Glue gun / glue stick

Masking tape

Step 1: Cut 1 oval shape from 

cardboard and cut it in half.

Step 2: Tape the two pieces 

together in the middle with 

masking tape so it can open and 

close.

Step 3: Cut 2 pieces of wadding 

slightly bigger than the cardboard 

and glue around the curved edges, 

leaving the straight side open for 

your fi ngers.

Step 4: Turn the sock inside out 

and glue the mouth piece into the 

toe end of the sock. Turn the sock 

back the right way out.

Step 5: Decorate your sock puppet 

with a mouth piece, tongue, 

polystyrene ball eyes, a pom-pom 

nose, and yarn hair.

Stephanie Martinez.

Scan QR code and 

follow the links for 

more creative fun.
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Upgrade your lifestyle. Inspect the Tilbury today.

No Stamp Duty No Exit Fees No Hidden Costs

 50 Saltwater Promenade, Point Cook   |   (03) 8400 0408   |   avingtonliving.com.au

Over 50s Resort 
Style Living

Our Most Spacious & Entertaining Home

The Tilbury is designed for those who want more. More space, 

more comfort and more room to entertain. An expansive wrap-

around verandah, modern, sleek appliances and high-end finishes 

create resort-style living without compromise.

TILBURY

$579K
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Swastika Ganguly. (Damjan Janevski) 557199_05

Pre-poll voting opposed
Melton council has ruled out reconsidering 
its decision preventing the Caroline 
Springs Scout Centre from being used as a 
pre-poll voting facility. 

Council reaffi  rmed its position during 
public question time at its 25 May meeting, 
despite renewed calls from local scouts and 
assurances from both Scouts Victoria and 
the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) 
that they are willing to work collaboratively 
to address concerns. 

Th e issue was raised by First Caroline 
Springs Scouts leader Claire Mouser, who 
questioned why the facility could not be 
used as an early voting centre despite past 
usage and given the site’s lease agreements. 

Ms Mouser noted the Scout centre’s land 
lease expressly permits third-party hire 
and argued the lease takes precedence 
over council’s Lease and Licence Policy.

“Th is decision actively hurts our kids and 
volunteers,” Ms Mouser said. 

“Hosting pre-poll voting provides a vital 
stream of fi nancial support that directly 
funds our Scouting programs, camping 
equipment, and hall maintenance. 

“By denying us this approval, the council 
is eff ectively taking money out of the 
pockets of local youth.” 

She also highlighted the facility is owned 
and managed by Scouts Victoria, not 
council, and said both Scouts Victoria and 

the VEC had expressed a willingness to 
work with council to resolve any issues. 

“Th e Scout centre is a community asset,” 
she said. 

“It is deeply unfair that the council has 
made a decision that restricts democratic 
access for voters and simultaneously strips 
a grassroots, volunteer-run organisation of 
essential revenue, that benefi ts local youth 
in being active, community-minded young 

people.”
In response, council maintained its 

position, citing concerns about the 
suitability of the site and the impact on the 
surrounding community.

Council stated that while the Scout 
centre operates under a lease agreement, 
provisions within that lease allow council 
to ultimately approve the use of the site by 
third parties. 

It also said the venue had resulted in 
signifi cant costs to council associated with 
managing compliance issues and that the 
VEC had confi rmed those responsibilities 
would continue to fall to council if the site 
were used again. 

“Council has considered options to 
mitigate these risks, and has discussed 
these matters directly with the VEC, but 
does not consider there is a reasonable and 
safe way for the facility to be used in this 
way,” a council spokesperson said.  

A VEC spokesperson said the commission 
is currently securing venues for the 
upcoming state election and considers a 
range of sites to ensure voting locations 
are accessible and conveniently located for 
voters. 

Th ey said all potential venues undergo 
accessibility audits and are assessed 
through detailed planning and research 
before being selected. 

“We work closely with the relevant 
agencies to secure appropriate sites, in 
compliance with the relevant requirements 
for use of these venues,” they said. 

Th e council spokesperson said council 
did not believe there was a reasonable or 
safe way for the facility to operate as an 
early voting centre. 

Ms Mouser said the Scouts group are 
prepared to fi ght the decision legally. 

What’s your connection to Aintree?
We have bought our fi rst house in Australia 
in Aintree. So the area is really special to 
me and my hubby. 

What do you like about where you live?
I like that Aintree is a relatively new suburb 
built around the Woodlea development. 
Unlike many older suburbs that grew 
organically, much of Aintree was designed 
with parks, schools, sports facilities, 
walking paths and shopping areas planned 
from the beginning. What drew me to 
Aintree is the amount of open space. Th e 
Woodlea development includes numerous 
parks, wetlands, walking trails and areas 
around Kororoit Creek. We’re very close to 
a park on all sides of our home.  

What, if anything, would you change 
about where you live?
I love Aintree, but the main trade-off  is 

it remains an outer-growth suburb, so 
traffi  c and transport limitations can be 
frustrating at times. 

Where is your favourite local place to 
spend time?
Woodlea Town Centre is my favourite 
place to spend time. It’s close, convenient, 
and has everything we need. 

Tell us about your recent cineplay, 
Kashmir? What were your roles and what 
was most challenging about it?
Our English cineplay, Kashmir, is inspired 
by famous English playwright William 
Shakespeare’s timeless tragedy, Macbeth. 
Th e adapted story, developed by my 
husband Anirban Datta and penned down 
by me, is based in Kashmir, year 1999, 
on the premise of the Kargil Confl ict, 
where unending violence is resulting in 
disruption of common man’s life, where 

soaring ambition is resulting in loss of 
humanity and quest of power is leading to 
brutal assassination. Th e story of William 
Shakespeare has been etched thoughtfully 
through the volatile valleys of Kashmir 
and will represent one of the fi rst South 
Asian adaptations of Shakespeare’s 
work to be showcased in Melbourne in 
a cineplay format, if not the fi rst. My 
character as Lady Macbeth (Yasmin in 
the cineplay) is often considered one of 
the most diffi  cult female roles in theatre 
because she is far more complex than a 
simple villain or ambitious wife.  At the 
beginning of the play, Yasmin appears 
fearless, ruthless, and determined. She 
urges Macbeth (Azar) to seize power and 
suppresses any hesitation.Yet later, she 
becomes consumed by guilt, paranoia, 
and psychological torment. An actor must 
convincingly portray both extremes and 
the gradual transition between them.

MY PLACE
Swastika Ganguly is an Aintree local who recently, with the help of her husband, developed her own cineplay, based on 

Shakespeare’s Macbeth tragedy. Jack O’Shea-Ayres spoke with Ms Ganguly about home life, what drew her to Aintree, 

and the challenges that come with acting in your own production. 

The First Caroline Springs Scout Group is pushing back against council’s decision to use its scout 

centre as a pre-poll voting location. (Jack O’Shea-Ayres)
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FEATURING ... EDUCATIONAdvertising feature

At Global Village Learning, learning is 
something you do, not something you sit 
through.

Our learners don’t wait to apply 
knowledge later.  Th ey build, design, 
create, test, and refi ne now. 

Whether it’s developing a prototype, 
working with materials, or shaping an idea 
into something real, learning happens 
through action.

Th is is driven by a simple belief: young 
people are capable of far more than we 
often allow . When they are trusted with 
meaningful work, they step up.

At GVL, Personal Interest Projects and 
EDventurous Projects sit at the centre of 
the experience. 

Learners pursue what genuinely 
interests them while developing the skills 
needed to bring those ideas to life. It’s 

practical, purposeful, and engaging.
Th ere is structure, but it’s personalised. 

Learners move through Learning Hubs 
based on readiness, building confi dence 
and mastery over time.

What ties it all together is our 
vision: empowering learners to build 
communities that positively impact the 
world.

Th is is supported by a focus on agency, 

mastery, and community connection. 
When learners have ownership, feel 
capable, and are part of something bigger 
than themselves, motivation takes care of 
itself.

Th e result is a learning environment 
with energy. Focused. Creative. Real.

Not preparation for life, but a place 
where young people are already shaping 
it.

Learning through action at Global Village Learning

Left: Cooper, Estee and Holly learning the art of pottery. Right: Charlie and Ethan working on their robot at the Southern Cross FRC Championship. (Pictures: Supplied)

12863057-CV20-26
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Acrylic pouring
Melton South Community Centre is offering 
two new workshops for adults about acrylic 
pouring on Saturday 20 June. Learn a 
silicon cell pull between 10am-noon and 
balloon kisses at 1-3pm. Bookings are 
essential.
� 9747 8576, msccentr@bigpond.net.au

Hillside Probus Club
Hillside Probus Club is currently open 
to new members. Membership is open 
to retired and semi-retired professional 
and businesspersons and others with a 
similar background. The group meets from 
10.30am-12.30pm every fi rst Thursday of 
the month at the Watergardens Hotel, 431 
Kings Road Taylors Lakes. There are no 
upper or lower age limits and the club is for 
men and women, couples and singles.
� hillsideprobus@gmail.com

Lawyer appointments
Melton South Community Centre is offering 
free lawyer appointments for immigration, 
family law, or Justice of the Peace matters 
every Tuesday at 2.30 or 3.10pm.
� Bookings essential: 9747 8576, or 
msccentr@bigpond.net.au or visit us.

Pipe Band
North Western District Pipe Band
The North Western District Pipe Band 
meets every week at the Diggers rest 
Bowling Club and are looking for any pipers 
or drummers out there retired or beginners 
for social play outs.
� Hank, 0412 169 576

Volunteer opportunity with
L2P Driving program
Help a disadvantaged young person gain 
essential driving hours by becoming an L2P 
Volunteer Driving Mentor. A few hours a 
week can make a life changing difference. 
Full training and support provided, with the 
car and all expenses covered.
� 8746 1000, or L2P@djerriwarrh.org.

Computer Classes
Computer classes are available at the 
Melton South Community Centre. From 
absolute beginners, to being safe online, 
Canva and more.
� 9747 8576

Sewing in Melton
If you love sewing, head on down to the 
Melton South Community Centre. Bring 
along your machine and materials and 
make new friends as you swap tips and 
work on your own projects. 9.30am–3pm 
every Tuesday. Each session costs $5.
� 9747 8576

Melton South Community Singers
Singers of all levels are welcome at the 
Melton South Community Singers. This free 
and friendly group meets at the Melton 
South Community Centre and rehearses to 
perform at local venues and events. The 
group meets from 12.15-2pm on the fi rst 
and third Tuesday of every month.
� Sue, 0400 082 413

Community band
The Greater Western Community Band 
meets every Thursday from 7.30-9.30pm. 
Located at the Bridge Road Community 
Centre, Strathtulloh (Melton South). 
The band is available for events. Brass, 
woodwind and percussion players are 
always welcome.
� Sally Hamond, 0401474582

Lights of Wisdom
The Bahá’ís of Moorabool warmly invite 
you to ‘Lights of Wisdom’ – a monthly 
event providing an opportunity to relax 
in a tranquil environment and refl ect 
on inspiring themes. The event is held 

on the fi rst Friday of each month from 
7.30–8.30pm at the Lerderderg Library in 
Bacchus Marsh.

God, movie and chat
A free community event is held every 
second Friday with a fi lm with spiritual 
themes screening followed by a discussion. 
All thoughts are welcome. Tea, coffee, and 
popcorn are provided. The event is hosted 
at Holy Trinity Anglican Church Hall, 19a 
Gisborne Road, Bacchus March.
� bacchusmarshanglican.org.au

Probus Club of Melton Ladies
The Probus Club of Melton Ladies meets 
on the second Wednesday of each month 
at 10am at the Melton Country Club. It is a 
social club where all ladies are welcome.
� Glenda, 0418 504 616

Women Working Together
A program connecting women aged 50 
above in need of assistance, with mentors 
and mentees. Open to women across the 
western suburbs, including Melton.
� 9655 2131, or EmploymentSupport@
cotavic.org.au

Zonta club
Zonta is an international organisation 
bringing women together to support other 
women. The Zonta Club of Melton meets on 
the fi rst Monday of each month at Melton 
Country Club, Reserve Road, Melton. 

Meetings include guest speakers.
� Janet, 0421 080 923, or
info@zontaclubofmelton.org.au

Melton Over 50s Social Group
Join a friendly group of people aged 50 and 
older who enjoy each other’s company while 
attending events such as dinners, shows, 
dancing, cinemas and more. If you live in 
the Melton area and would like to meet new 
friends, in a welcoming group environment, 
this is for you.
� Marlene, 0498 329 290

Rose carers of Maddingley Park
The group meets every Wednesday from 
10am-noon at the Commemorative Rose 
Garden, Maddingley Park on the corner of 
Taverner Street and Grant Streets, Bacchus 
Marsh. They maintain the two rose gardens 
at the park. Volunteers are welcome and no 
experience is necessary to join.
� Elaine, 0400 052 857 or
Judy, 0428 463 538

Bacchus Marsh Ladies Probus Club
Bacchus Marsh Ladies Probus Club Meet 
on the fi rst Thursday of every month from 
10am-noon at the Avenue Bowling Club on 
254 Main Street, Bacchus Marsh.
� Krystyna, bacchusmarshladiesprobus@
gmail.com

Melton Valley Ladies Probus
Melton Valley Ladies Probus Club meet 

every second Friday each month at 10am 
at Melton Country Club. New members are 
welcome.
� Ann, 0425 705 150

Caroline Springs Rotary
The Rotary Club of Caroline Springs is 
inviting new guests to join its meetings 
in person or via Zoom. Meetings are 
held every Wednesday at the Western 
Emergency Relief Network in Ravenhall 
from 7pm.
� rotarycarolinesprings@gmail.com

Fishing club
Didyabringyarodalong Angling Club of 
Melton and Bacchus Marsh is a fi shing club 
that welcomes and encourages people 
of all ages, genders and fi shing abilities 
to partake in enjoying the outdoors in a 
relaxing and friendly environment. The 
club holds monthly fi shing competitions at 
various locations, fresh and saltwater. New 
members are most welcome. 
� Andrew, 0407 303 438, or
Wayne, 0414 785 366

Darley Neighbourhood House 
The Darley Neighbourhood House and 
Learning Centre is at 33-35 Jonathan Drive, 
Darley. It offers free and low-cost activities 
for all. There is a monthly repair cafe, a  
community pantry, a fortnightly chatty cafe 
and venue hire is available.
� www.bit.ly/DNHnow, or 5367 4390

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
WANT YOUR EVENT LISTED? Community Calendar is made available free of charge to not-for-profi t organisations to keep the public informed of special events and activities. Send item details to
Star Weekly Community Calendar, Corner Thomsons Road and Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park, 3042, or email to westeditorial@starweekly.com.au by 9am Wednesday the week prior to publication

This week’s photographer’s choice picture is of Seaworks chief executive Glenn Jones. (Damjan Janevski) 558131_01
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A new artist is taking over Th e Gallery 
this June to showcase her new home. 

Itta Somaia recently moved to the 
Macedon Ranges, with her exhibition 
showcasing the dramatic beauty of 
her new home. 

An avid hiker, Somaia regularly sets 
out with her painting kit, stopping to 
record fl eeting moments of colour and 
light that defi ne the local landscape. 

Somaia said she is deeply 
infl uenced by the impressionist 
movement through her family of 
artists, prompting her to develop 
a bold intuitive style beginning 
with acrylic under-painting before 
completing each piece in water-based 
oils. 

She favours palette knives to 
build a rich textured surface and 
incorporates oils for the vivid colours 
and blazing sunsets she’s seen around 
the Macedon Ranges. 

Her exhibition features a mixture 
of large and small works, with all 
pieces celebrating Somaia’s mission 
to bring abundant colour and light 
into homes. 

She invites the community to visit 
her exhibition and experience the 
Macedon Ranges as seen through the 
eyes of an artist who walks its trials 
and paints its joy. 

Somaia’s exhibition is on display 
now until Sunday 5 July. 

Th e Gallery is open 10am to 4pm 
Friday to Tuesday at 684 Mount 
Macedon Road, Mount Macedon.

Somaia explores 
the Ranges

Hanging around the Rock by Itta Somaia 

is on display now at The Gallery. (Supplied)

There’s plenty to do in Brimbank in June to ward off  the winter blues
From pickleball to the magic of butterfl ies, 
Brimbank has something to encourage you 
out of the house this winter.

As part of Men’s Health Matters on 
Wednesday 17 June, visit the Tin Shed in 
St Albans for a men’s health information 
session, circuit workout, a coff ee and a 
relaxed chat. 

On the same day, learn how to play 
pickleball at West Sunshine Community 
Centre.

On Th ursday 18 June, Westvale 

Community Centre will host Brimbank’s 
Men’s Health Day event from 11am-2pm. 
Attendees can hear from former AFL 
footballer Russell Robertson, enjoy a 
fresh haircut from the barber, relax with 
a massage, grab a coff ee from the barista, 
and dig into a sausage sizzle.

Th ere’ll also be giveaways, health service 
information, and more to explore.

On Tuesday 30 June, an interactive 
educational and hands-on school holiday 
butterfl y incursion will take centre-stage 

at Westvale Community Centre in Kings 
Park.

Butterfl y Kidz will demonstrate the 
fascinating life cycle of these amazing 
creatures. 

Children will also have an opportunity 
to observe butterfl ies up close inside a 
special butterfl y tent.

Brimbank mayor Virginia Tachos said 
Brimbank’s jam-packed June events 
calendar has something for everyone.

“With cost-of-living pressures at the 

front of all of our minds, I’m really looking 
forward to the food dehydration workshop 
at the Brimbank Aquatic and Wellness 
Centre on Saturday 20 June,” she said.

“Sustainability educator Anna the 
Urban Nana will guide you through all the 
techniques. You’ll also enjoy some samples 
and make your own blend of dehydrated 
foods to take home, so it should be a lot of 
fun.”

Details: www.events.brimbank.vic.gov.
au

Metal bands make a noise
Five local heavy metal bands will take 
a stand against war when they play a 
charity gig in Footscray on the afternoon 
of Saturday 20 June. 

Metal Against War is a multi-artist show 
at Mama Chen’s hosted by the Workers’ 
Weekly Guardian.

All profi ts from the show will go towards 
the Palestinian Australian New Zealand 
Medical Association (PANZMA), an 
organisation that places clinicians from 
Australia, New Zealand and the Pacifi c in 
Palestinian hospitals.

Headlining Metal Against War will be 
Melbourne thrash outfi t Electric Funeral 

l who are no strangers to voicing their 
opposition to war and calling for peace. 

Electric Funeral recently released a 
version of Men Behind Th e Wire in protest 
of Israeli president Isaac Herzog’s visit to 
Australia in February.

“We’re very troubled by intensifi cation 
of violence and repression over the past 
few years, particularly towards the people 
of Palestine, Iran, Lebanon, Sudan, Congo, 
and Venezuela,” a band spokesperson said 
explaining why they were playing the gig .  

“We think that as westerners living 
within the imperial core, it’s our 
responsibility to not only make our 

ideological opposition to this clear, 
but also to materially contribute to the 
wellbeing of these people to the best of our 
ability.”

Joining Electric Funeral on the bill will 
be young Melbourne outfi t Dehumanizer, 
death metal and grindcore act Hand of 
Fear, industrial death metal band Knife 
and so-called “crusty death metal satirists 
”Küntsqüad (pronounced Kountskard).

Th e fi rst band starts at 1pm.
Tickets are available online now and 

will also be sold on the door. 
Details: https://mammachens.com.

au/26-06-20-metal-against-war/

Melbourne thrash outfi t Electric Funeral will 

headline Metal Against War at Mama Chen’s in 

Footscray on 20 June. (Supplied) 

The Neon Cowboy himself Edward Kays 

will lead the Country Hoedown at Ballan 

Bakehouse and Bar on Saturday 20 June. 

(Damjan Janevski). 505720_02

Ballan plays host to a country hoedown
Ballan is set to go full country on Saturday 
20 June, with the Ballan Bakehouse and 
Bar hosting an all-day Country Hoedown 
packed full with live music, dancing, and 
plenty of western-style fl air. 

Th e festivities kick off  from 12.30pm 
as Bryan Sadler takes the stage with live 
music to get the crowd warmed up. Th en, 
from 4pm, Dean Smith will keep the tunes 
rolling into the afternoon, creating the 
perfect soundtrack for a laid-back country 
gathering. 

From 7pm, the hoedown shifts into high 

gear as bootscooting takes over the venue, 
with guests encouraged to dust off  their 
cowboy hats, pull up their boots, and slip 
into their fl annels to hit the dance fl oor for 
an evening of country-style line-dancing 
and western fun. 

Th e event promises a relaxed atmosphere 
where locals and visitors can round up their 
friends, grab a cold drink and enjoy a classic 
Saturday day and night out in Ballan. 

Organisers say the hoedown is all about 
good music, great company, and embracing 
a bit of that country spirit. 

Whether you’re a seasoned line dancer or 
just looking for a fun night out, the Ballan 
Country Hoedown is shaping up as one of 
the town’s standout entertainment events 
this winter. 

So get on down to Ballan Bakehouse and 
Bar, located at 110 Inglis Street, Ballan, from 
12.30pm for a jam packed day of country 
and western shenanigans. 

Details: https://welcometomoorabool.
com/events-bacchusmarsh-ballan-gordon-
blackwood-greendale/country-hoedown-
at-ballan-bakery-and-bar.
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General Classifi eds
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            MEMBER OF MASTER BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

      NICK’S RE-BLOCKING SERVICE
ALL SUBURBS

★ RAISING ★ LEVELLING ★ UNDERPINNING
★ RESTUMPING WITH CONCRETE OR REDGUM STUMPS
★ COUNCIL PERMIT  ★ ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE SMOKE ALARM

PH: 9360 5357 Mobile: 0412 378 193

Reg No
8659

Registered Building Practitioner 1132314-LB19-14

Yates and Son
Fencing and Decking

All types of Fencing, Gates and Decking
Est. 15 years - Free quote - Pensioner discounts

Call Phil 0433 880 368 1
2
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REBLOCKING/UNDERPINNING FREE CAR
REMOVAL
Pay up to $500 for 

most cars 
Dead or Alive

LMCT 10268W

7 days a week service
Call Gus for a

free quotation on

0435 904 818
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Motoring
section of Network Classifi eds.

Buy & Sell in our

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE! 
networkclassifi eds.com.au

WRECKING

Lou 0412 339 445   Tony 0431 339 739

Lou’s Colorbond Fencing
Gates & Pergolas
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s฀&REE฀1UOTES฀s฀!LL฀STEEL฀WORKS
s฀'UARANTEED฀WORK฀s฀.O฀JOB฀TOO฀SMALL

Find local work in the

Employment
section of Network Classifi eds.

MotoringFENCING & GATES

SAIDA’S PAINTING
Top Quality Guaranteed

EST. 2008

• Domestic • Commercial • Interior
• Exterior • New Homes • Renovation

• Plaster Repairs • Roof Painting

Call for a
Free Quote

0416 561 594
0403 610 782

www.saidaspainting.com
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2-
25

PAINTERS/DECORATORS
CARPENTER/ HANDYMAN

• All types of timber work • Renovations
• All general house repairs • Paint and Plaster repairs

Over 35 years of experience
Call Charles: 0419 316 198  Andrew for a Free Quote 0421 836 152

MELTON TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
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“Your Local Tree & Stump Removalist”

• Fully Insured Tree Lopping
• Mulching & Stump Grinding

CARPENTERS TREE LOPPING/SURGERY

128
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4-
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12-

26

AK BRICKLAYING
All Types of Bricklaying

Restoration Work • Brick Fences • Repair Work

Contact Adam 0422 250 675

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING
REPAIR, SUPPLY AND INSTALLATIONS

EvapsEvaps
fromfrom

$2800$2800

• EVAPORATIVE COOLERS • SPLIT SYSTEMS• EVAPORATIVE COOLERS • SPLIT SYSTEMS
• HOT WATER SYSTEMS • DUCTED HEATING• HOT WATER SYSTEMS • DUCTED HEATING

JAD COOLING AND HEATINGJAD COOLING AND HEATING

0425 804 593 or 0425 876 1760425 804 593 or 0425 876 176
AU 21094 Lic 42666 jadhc@live.com.auAU 21094 Lic 42666 jadhc@live.com.au
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Find your Local Professionals in our

Trades & Services
section of Network Classifi eds.

BRICKLAYERS HEATING
‘It’s All In The Name’

12 - Year Warranty

Open 24/7 Free Inspections

9702 4952 1
2

6
8

1
3

5
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• Roof Repairs & Replacement

• Gutter Repairs & Replacement

• Fascia & Eave Repair & Replacement

• Tile Roof Restoration

• All Metal Roofing

• Architectural Cladding

• Senior Discounts

• Family Business

AMAZING GARDEN SERVICESAMAZING GARDEN SERVICES
Specialist in • Lawn mowing

• Edging Pruning / Hedge Trimming 

• Regular Maintenance • Rubbish Removals

• Tree Lopping • Gutter Cleaning

Call Joe 0498 375 094 - 7 days

ROOFINGGARDEN SERVICES

Kitchens & Bathroom 

Renovations
• One stop shop - Kitchen, bathroom, laundries & renovation needs.
• Complete service from start to finish, including kitchen 3D design.
• Appliance packages available.  • Mobile Ensuite Available
• Bathroom tapware, accessories & tiles on display in our showroom.

www.topedgekitchens.com.au8348 5441

12
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13
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1-
26

We specialise in full bathroom & kitchen renovations 
WE DO NOT DO REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Showroom by 
appointment only

T & C’s apply

Free Quotes

BATHROOM & KITCHENS DISCRIMINATION IN

ADVERTISING IS

UNLAWFUL
The Victorian Equal Opportunity Act 1995 makes it
unlawful for an advertiser to show any intention to

discriminate on the basis of sex, pregnancy, race, age,
marital status, political or religious belief or physical

features, disability, lawful sexual activity/sexual
orientation, HIV/AIDS status or on the basis of being

associated with a person with one of the above
characteristics, unless covered by an exception under

the Act. As Network Classifieds could be legally liable if
an unlawful advertisement is printed, Network

Classifieds will not accept advertisements that appear to
break the law. For more information about

discrimination in advertising, contact your legal advisers
or the Equal Opportunity Commission.

PROFESSIONAL

Employment

SAME DAY TV ANTENNA SERVICE

• 40 Years Family 
Owned & Operated

• 25 Year Warranty
• Senior/Pensioner Discount

0488 816 557

FAST
FRIENDLY
EFFICIENT

#1 in MELTON 

Phone 7am-8pm | installmyantenna.com.au

FREEQUOTES
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ANTENNAS

MISTA TUITION
Quality, affordable maths
tuition years 7 - 9. Your
place, my place or local
library. Fully registered
secondary school teacher.
Helping students achieve
since 1999. To see how I
can help your child please
call 0419 657 777

ADVERTISERS, in this sec-
tion are qualified practi-
tioners and offer non-
sexual services.

TUITION

MASSAGE

THERAPISTS

Rainbow Club

48 Davies Avenue, 
Sunshine North
0468 693 833

SW
A6

56
6B

 $110/
30mins

Open
7

days
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ADVERTISERS 
PLEASE NOTE

Anyone advertising a puppy, 
dog, kitten or cat in Victoria

for sale or re-homing will need 
a source number from the

Pet Exchange Register
and a microchip

identification number. 
It is now an offence to 

advertise unless the source 
number and microchip 
identification number is 

included in the
advertisement or notice.
For further information,

call 136 186 or visit
animalwelfare.vic.gov.au 1
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SAIDA’S PAINTING

Top Quality Guaranteed

EST. 2008

• Domestic • Commercial • Interior

• Exterior • New Homes • Renovation

• Plaster Repairs • Roof Painting

Call for a

Free Quote

0416 561 594

0403 610 782

www.saidaspaintingau.com
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Call 1300 666 808

From plumbers to pest control, carpet cleaning to building services, dry 
cleaning to computer repairs, lawn mowing and more, Network Classifieds 
has been connecting local businesses with the local community with our 
Trades and Services each week. 

Speak to our classified team and find out how easy 
it is to advertise. Start building your brand today 
and be seen every week in Network Classifieds 
Trades and Services.

Grow your business withGrow your business with

TRADES & SERVICES

12640914-KO42-23

“Advertising in the 
local paper is an
easy way for my 

business to reach the
local community.”

 - Bashyrr

Placing your classified 
advert is so easy...

Online: networkclassifieds.com.au  (24/7)

Phone: 1300 666 808 (Open 8.30-5pm Mon-Fri)

Email: sales@networkclassifieds.com.au

(include your name, address and phone number)

We accept payment by: 
VISA/MASTERCARD/EFTPOS
(1.5% credit card processing fee applies. Cheques and money 

orders can be posted in or hand delivered to our local office)

Ask about our discounted ongoing 
advertising rates and how choosing more 
newspapers gives your advertising more 

impact and saves you money...

Deadline for all classifications is 
1:30pm Monday.
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ADULT SERVICES PETS & SERVICESDEADLINE TRADES BUSINESS PROFILE

General Classifi edsTrades & Services

networkclassifieds.com.aunetworkclassifi eds.com.au
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SPORTS QUIZ
1. Which two ice hockey 

teams competed in the 
2026 Stanley Cup Final 
series? 

2. Which American golfer 
recently won the 2026 
US Women’s Open?

3. For which club was 
Carlton coach Josh Fraser 
the first pick in the 1999 
AFL draft?

4. Australian athlete Kurtis 
Marschall competes in 
which track and field 
event?

5. Which two Big Bash 
League cricket franchises 
are reportedly set to 
merge?

6. Which Russian tennis 
player won the 2026 
French Open women's 
singles title?

7. Defensive end Myles 
Garrett was recently 
traded to which 

California-based 
NFL team?

8.  San Antonio 
Spurs guard Dylan 
Harper is the son 
of which five-time 
NBA champion?

9.  Oscar Piastri 
recently appeared 
operating a 
tractor on which
television series? 

10.  Which soccer 
superstar left PSG 
before the club went 
on to win back-to-back 
Champions League 
finals?

11. Which German tennis 
player won the 2026 
French Open men's 
singles title? 

12.What sport is also known 
as ‘the sweet science’?

13. In which film does Tom 
Cruise star as a sports 
agent?

14.Who was the only 
previous Grand Slam 
champion to play in the 
quarterfinals at the 2026 
French Open?

15.Which three AFL clubs 
reportedly have over 
100,000 club members 
each in 2026?

16.What was the only world 
record broken at the 
2026 Enhanced Games?

17. As well as performance-
enhancing drugs, what 
else contributed to 
breaking the record?

18.Mat Hoffman is 
considered one of the 
greatest athletes to ever 
compete in which sport?

19. Which soccer player 
gained five million 
followers after an 
influencer labelled him 
the least known player 
at the FIFA World Cup?

20. In 2026, who became 
the lowest ranked tennis 
player in history to reach 
the French Open final?

21.Which arena does the 
Canberra Brave play 
ice hockey out of in 
the AIHL?

22.What is the nickname of 
Jacksonville’s NFL team?

23.How many points is 
the black ball worth in 
snooker?

24.Which two NBA teams 
did Australian Andrew 
Gaze play for?

25. In which year did the 
Matildas reach the 
semifinals at the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup?

26.Wilhelm Steinitz is 
the first universally 
recognised champion 
of which sport?

27. True or false: tug of war 
was once an Olympic 
sport?

28.Which four Premier 
League teams have 
‘United’ in their names?

29.Which company provides 
the official game balls 
for the WNBA, NBA and 
NCAA? 

30.Who won the first AFLW 
Best and Fairest award?

1. Carolina Hurricanes and Vegas Golden Knights 2. Nelly Korda 3. Collingwood 4. Pole vaulting 5. Melbourne Stars and Melbourne Renegades 6. Mirra Andreeva 7. Los Angeles Rams 8. Ron Harper 9. Clarkson’s Farm
10. Kylian Mbappé 11. Alexander Zverev 12. Boxing 13. Jerry Maguire (1996) 14. Aryna Sabalenka 15. Collingwood, West Coast and Carlton 16. Men’s 50m freestyle 17. Usage of banned swimsuit 18. BMX 19. Tim Payne 
20. Maja Chwalinska 21. AIS Arena 22. Jaguars 23. Seven 24. Washington Bullets (now Wizards) and San Antonio Spurs 25. 2023 26. Chess 27. True 28. Manchester, Leeds, West Ham and Newcastle 29. Wilson 30. Erin Phillips 

The MatildasThe Matildas
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No. 294

No. 326 No. 294

ACROSS
1 Meagre (6)
4 Egyptian god of the 

afterlife (6)
10 Principal singer, – donna (5)
11 Pink, wriggly creature that 

lives in soil (9)
12 Unduly prominent (9)
13 Lord (5)
14 Made (6)
15 Comely (4)
19 Casserole (4)
20 Lengthy recitation (6)
24 Propelled (5)
25 Hosiery (9)
27 Elusively (9)
28 Take place (5)
29 Creations (6)
30 Losses (6)

DOWN
1 Assumed (8)
2 Aircraft pilots (8)
3 Ordinance (7)
5 See 6-down
6, 5-down  Oxford student (6,7)
7 Seethe (6)
8 Prefix meaning half (4)
9 Store (7)
16 US dictionary maker (7)
17 Wooden panelling on the 

lower part of a wall (8)
18 Ugly buildings (8)
19 From Stockholm, say (7)
21 Irritating (7)
22 Word modifier (6)
23 Empty talk (coll) (3,3)
26 Black quartz (4)

PUZZLES
QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 294

7 2 3 8

1

1 3 4 6

4 7 1 5

3 9 2

9 5 7 1

3 6 9 2

7 4 5

3 1 2 7

easy

1

2 4 7

1

5 3 4 8

9 2 1 7

7 8 9 3

3 8 9 5

9 5 8 1

5 4 2 9

medium

9 7

9 2

7 6

2 1 3 7

5 9 3 4

3 7

6 1

3 4 2 8

6 8 5 9

hard

No. 401

SUDOKU

1 What comes between iridium 
and gold on the periodic table?

2 What is white embroidery on 
white material with eyelet and 
cutwork designs known as? 

3 Bathurst Island lies off the 
coast of which Australian  
state or territory?

4 By what nickname is 1960s 
model, singer and actor Lesley 
Lawson more commonly 
known? 

5 What is the term for the study 
of insects?

6 Complete this 1987 film title: 
Full Metal what?  

7 Kelly Rowland (pictured) was  
a member of which popular 
90s girl group?

8 Tahini is a paste made from 
ground what?

9 Michelin, the company 
that publishes well-known 
restaurant guides, also 
manufactures what?

10 True or false: a dodecahedron 
is a polygon with 12 angles and 
12 sides?

aver, carve, carver, cave, corvee, cove, cover, crave, ever, have, havoc, 

heave, hove, hover, over, overarch, overhear, OVERREACH, rave, raver, 

reave, recover, rover, veer

Using the nine letters in the grid, how many words of  
four letters or more can you list? The centre letter must  
be included and each letter may only be used once.  
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
nouns ending in “s”.

O

E

R V

H

RC

A

E
12 words: Good

18 words: Very good

24 words: Excellent

Today’s Aim:

3 LETTERS

ACE

ADS

ALL

AMP

AND

BEE

ELM

ERA

EVE

GAL

HAS

IMP

IRE

MIX

NIP

ONE

PEN

PET

RAP

RED

SET

SOS

TWO

YAP

4 LETTERS

DASH

DEFT

EARN

HISS

NEST

NEWT

RANG

REDS

SALE

SASH

SAWS

SLAY

TYRE

YAPS

5 LETTERS

ABOUT

AGILE

ALONE

AMAZE

ANGLE

APING

ARENA

ARIAS

AROMA

BACON

BASTE

BEGUN

DEEDS

DEFER

DOZEN

DRESS

EDGES

EERIE

EXERT

FROND

GIRTH

GRAPE

HATES

HYENA

INANE

LEAPS

LINEN

MENUS

OARED

OLIVE

OUGHT

PENCE

REEFS

REUSE

ROADS

SALAD

SARIS

SINEW

SIZER

SLEDS

SPENT

SUEDE

TANGS

TEENS

TENSE

TRADE

TSARS

USUAL

WAVES

ZONED

6 LETTERS

ARBOUR

GOATEE

HURTLE

LEASES

7 LETTERS

ALARMED

CONSULS

FINALLY

FORGIVE

NEUTRON

WHISPER

8 LETTERS

AGREEING

ALIENATE

ASSAILED

ELONGATE

SALADBACONABOUT

ARENAALONEREUSE

ROADSSINEWBEGUN

IMPHATESTWOHAS

SASHMENUSHURTLE

YAPALLIRE

DOZENTSARSDEFT

ELONGATEYAPSERA

FINALLYNEUTRON

EVEEARNAGREEING

REDSREEFSDEEDS

ELMSOSPEN

GOATEETRADESALE

RAPADSGIRTHMIX

ARIASAGILEINANE

PENCEWAVESSIZER

EDGESSLEDSSPENT

SPARSEOSIRIS

UVTDACHI

PRIMAEARTHWORM

PATMSODM

OBTRUSIVELIEGE

SOTNASR

EARNEDFAIR

DSWLWE

STEWLITANY

AHWBRIE

DROVESTOCKINGS

VTDTNSSO

EVASIVELYOCCUR

RISRXMOE

BIRTHSDEATHS

Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – five reading across the 
grid and five reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible

19-06-26
Puzzles and pagination © Pagemasters | pagemasters.com

487562139

215346987

931675824

659731248

894217563

762894351

123489675

376958412

548123796

easy medium

hard

957423861

842516379

271349658

624781935

563978142

496857213

138695427

719234586

385162794

983167452

198374625

524719386

251943768

672591834

839456271

467285913

345628197

716832549

1

14

7

20

2

15

8

21

3

16

9

22

4

17

10

23

5

18

11

24

6

19

12

25

13

26

B A C O N

R J

1. Platinum 2. Broderie anglaise 

3. Northern Territory 4. Twiggy 5. Entomology 

6. Jacket 7. Destiny's Child 8. Sesame seeds  

9. Tyres and car parts 10. False (dodecagon)

ANSWERS:

P S A

S E

S I S

E S

S E T

PASTA

ASHES

SKINS

TERSE

SWEET
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Best value plug-in electric
By Alistair Kennedy, Marque Motoring

In what is a major milestone, monthly sales 
fi gures released by the Federal Chamber of 
Automotive Industries have shown that, in 
February, China became Australia’s largest 
source of new vehicles overtaking Japan for 
the fi rst time since 1998.

Th e data also showed four Chinese 
brands now sit in the top ten positions led 
by BYD, now the sixth biggest seller, ahead 
of GWM (7th), Chery (9th) and MG (10th).

Almost half of BYD sales are of its 
four-model Sealion SUV range, with either 
fully electric or plug-in hybrid drivetrains.

Th e most recent arrival, and our review 
here, is the BYD Sealion 5. At 4.7 metres it’s 
around the same size as Toyota RAV4, Kia 
Sportage and Hyundai Tucson but unlike 
them, it’s a plug-in hybrid (PHEV).

Marginally larger than the Sealion 5 is 
the Sealion 6, also a fi ve-seat PHEV, but 
with the option of a second motor, therefore 
AWD. Th e Sealion 7 is slightly larger again, 
still with fi ve seats but EV only with single 
or dual motors. Top of the range is the 
Sealion 8, a seven-seat premium PHEV 
people mover.

Th e Sealion 5 PHEV comes in two 
variants. Th e headline act is the entry-level 
Essential which, with a price of $33,990 
plus on-roads, is currently the cheapest 
plug-in hybrid vehicle on the Australian 
market.

Th e other variant, Premium, which 
comes with a larger battery and extra 
features is priced at $37,990 plus onroad 
costs.

Styling
Design of the Sealion 5 is relatively 
conservative in comparison to other recent 
BYD off erings. It’s a relatively old-style 
boxy wagon with a mildly sloping roofl ine.

Th e front features what BYD calls a 
‘Dragon Face’ design dominated by a wide 
bold grille fl anked by recessed three-beam 
LED headlights and daytime running 
lights.

Above the grille is a full-width satin 
metallic bar with an integrated BYD logo.

Both variants get 18-inch dual-tone alloy 
wheels.

Th e rear features a full-width LED 
taillight strip and an integrated roof 
spoiler.

Sealion 5 Premium adds a panoramic 
sunroof, roof rails, one-touch powered 
tailgate, heated and powered folding side 
mirrors and auto-dimming interior mirror.

Th ere are four colour options: Aurora 
White, Cosmos Black, Atlantis Grey and 
Harbour Grey.

Interior
Synthetic leather seats with orange 
stitching are standard. Th e chunky steering 
wheel also gets the same fi nish. Th e driver 
and front passenger both get powered seats 
with the driver’s also adding heating and 
ventilation.

Both models get a 8.8-inch digital 
instrument panel. Essential has a 10.1-inch 
infotainment screen compared to the 
12.8-inch screen in the Premium. Th e

resolution is sharp and clear on both 
screens but are let down seriously by a very 
small typeface.

Th e centre console has a cylindrical 
gear selector. It’s in piano black with the 
gear selection diffi  cult to read in bright 
sunlight. Th e start/stop button start sits 
below it with a number of physical buttons 
on either side.

Th ere’s a large storage box as well as 
some extra space below the console.

Premium adds a wireless phone charger.

Th e 2.7-metre wheelbase together with 
the underfl oor battery location provides 
excellent rear seat space.

Th ere are large, easily adjustable air 
vents both at the front and rear.

Boot space is 463 litres with the rear 
seatbacks in place, 1410 litres with them 
folded. Th ere’s some partitioned storage 
space beneath the boot fl oor but no spare 
wheel, just the rarely reliable puncture 
repair kit.

Powertrains
Both Sealion 5 variants combine a 1.5-litre 
naturally-aspirated four-cylinder petrol 
engine with a choice of two BYD Blade 
Lithium Iron Phosphate (LFP) batteries.

Th e Essential’s battery has a 12.9 kWh 
capacity and a claimed 71km EV driving 
range. Th e Premium’s 18.3 kWh battery 
extends that range to 100km.

However, these numbers come from the 
outdated NEDC testing method. Using the 
more real world WLTP system range drops 
to about 62km and 86km.

Power and torque from the engine are a 
modest 72 kW and 122 Nm.

During low-to-medium speed driving 
and when a surge of acceleration is needed, 
both the engine and battery supply power 
to the drive motor in parallel.

Transmission is through BYD’s DM-I 
Super Hybrid system where the engine 
charges the battery and, most of the time, 
the motor powers the vehicle.

Sealion 5 has a towing capacity of 750 kg, 
both braked and unbraked.

Safety
Sealion 5 has yet to undergo ANCAP testing 
but has a similar range of safety features 
as the Sealion 6 and 7 models which have 
gained fi ve-star ratings so should achieve 
the same.

Active safety features include front 
and rear collision warning, electronic 
brake force distribution, lane-keep assist 
and lane-change warning, blind-spot 
detection, rear cross-traffi  c alert, adaptive 
cruise control, and an intelligent high 
beam system.

Infotainment
Premier gets a nine-speaker HD sound 
system compared to the six-speaker system 
in the Premium.

Other features are shared including 
satellite navigation, wireless Apple CarPlay 
and Android Auto, voice controls, front and 
rear USB-A and USB-C ports, DAB radio 
and 4G cloud services.

Th e BYD app provides a range of 
connected services including pre-setting 
climate control, unlocking and locking the 
doors, opening the sunroof, monitoring 
of charge levels and system functions, 
checking tyre pressures and Over Th e Air 
(OTA) updates.

Driving
Fellow Boomers often fi nd getting into 
and out of vehicles challenging so we were 
delighted to be able to slide into the front 
seat of the Sealion 5 with minimal eff ort.

External visibility is excellent all round 
with a large windscreen and side windows.

Likewise, the rear windscreen is 
large with low-slung headrests. Kids 
will appreciate the low sills on the rear 
windows.

Sealion 5 is a relatively heavy family SUV 
so, while it has the usual sharp acceleration 
that we expect from a battery powered 
vehicle it’s more sedate than pure EVs.

Once underway the Super Hybrid 
drivetrain provides a smooth and 
comfortable driving experience. Th e 
transition from electric to hybrid and back 

is barely noticeable and can be operated 
manually through a small switch on the 
centre console.

We were able to take the Sealion 5 over 
a couple of our favourite rural drives 
including plenty of hills, hollows and 
bends. As with most mid-sized SUV’s it 
doesn’t have any sporting pretensions but 
handling is safe with little body roll.

Suspension is relatively fi rm but not at 
the expense of comfort.

While there are the latest safety and 
convenience features that are now 
commonplace in the latest vehicles, many 
use physical controls rather than through 

the screens. Th ose that do are 
easy to locate and rather than 
the usual beeps and bongs most 
of the alerts are by voice and we 
found that the only feature we 
bothered turning off  was the lane 
correction.

BYD claims a combined driving 
range of 1001km with the Essential 
and 1030km from the Premium. 
Like the claimed electric only 
ranges quoted earlier these are 
based on the older NEDC test 

method. On the more realistic WLTP 
method these drop to around 800km.

Both variants only come with an AC 
charging port, with the Essential grade 
able to achieve maximum battery charge 
in around four hours, the Premium with its 
larger capacity battery near six hours.

A Vehicle to Load (V2L) function is 
standard, enabling the onboard battery 
to be used as a power source for external 
appliances, lighting or camping.

Plug-in hybrids make a lot of sense, 
combining the economy of an EV but 
without the stress of being stranded away 
from a charging point.

Regular readers can skip the next bit 
because each time we review a PHEV we 
need to explain how the manufacturers 
come up with extremely low fuel 
consumption numbers. In the case of 
the Sealion 5 Premium that we tested its 
around 1.3 litres per 100km.

Such a number can only be achieved by 
starting with a fully-charged battery and 
driving until, when battery power drops 
below 25 percent, the vehicle switches to 
hybrid mode for the remainder of the 100 
km trip To continue to achieve that 1.3 
L/100km it will now be necessary to stop 
and fully recharge the battery. Without DC 
charging this isn’t an option so recharging 
on long-distance trips will typically be at 
overnight stays.

To its credit BYD does quote the fuel 
consumption after the battery drops out as 
4.5 L/100km. Perfectly respectable usage 
for a typical hybrid SUV of similar size.

Summary
Plug-in hybrid vehicles are still relatively 
rare in Australia. Indeed, during our 
week-long test of the Sealion 5, we often 
found ourselves having to explain the 
technology to fellow road users.

While its combination of EV economy 
without the risk of being stranded makes 
perfect sense, the price surcharge of 
previous PHEVs above conventional petrol 
and hybrids kept budget-conscious buyers 
away.

Th at barrier disappears with the price 
of Sealion 5 sitting around and even 
below those of well-established mid-sized 
non-PHEV SUVs.

Th e lack of DC, or even fast AC, charging 
is disappointing but owners will no 
doubt build their routines around these 
limitations.

BYD looks to be on a real winner here.

BYD looks to be on a real winner with its Sealion 5. (Pictures: Supplied)

RATINGS

Looks: 7/10

Performance: 8/10

Safety: 7/10

Thirst: 9/10

Practicality: 7/10

Comfort: 7/10

Tech: 7/10

Value: 9/10
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Star Weekly photographer Ljubica Vrankovic 
was out shooting some of the action on 

Sunday, with plenty of action on the court 
and on the field.

Sunny Sunday of action 
Melton’s Blair Murphy. 559189_02

Melton’s Rajwant Siolhu. 559189_14

Sunbury Jets’ Abby Hildebrand. 559186_02

Sunbury Jets’ Chloe Hildebrand. 559186_13

Altona Gators’ Jenna Mae Ellsworth. 559190_23

Footscray’s Emily Prentice. 559195_01

Newport’s Taylah Comeadow. 559195_08

Wyndham women’s team. 559190_01Newport watches on. 559195_04
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The Western Warriors were left to rue a poor 
second quarter in their loss to the Casey 
Demons in the Victorian Netball League.

Like most of the season, the Warriors 
were in the thick of the action in Wednes-
day night’s game but weren’t able to get 
the job done.

A 16-9 second quarter in the favour of 
the Demons proved to be the difference in 
the 65-57 loss.

“We were in the game,” Warriors’ coach 
Kim Bailey said.

“Our last quarter was exceptional and 
one of our best last quarter’s that we’ve 
had for a long time.

“It wasn’t a bad game. It was frenetic, 

fast paced and both teams had heaps of 
speed.”

Bailey said the Demons pressed them in 
the second quarter and shut them down.

While they thought the Demons 
couldn’t continue it for the whole game, 
the margin was too much for the Warriors.

“We had to bide our time,” Bailey said. 
“I think we got it back to five but we just 
couldn’t maintain it.

“You just can’t give teams 9-16 quarters 
and expect to win games.”

The Warriors again had to juggle player 
restrictions.

Ruby Shannon missed the game, while 
Kiara Boyd and Mia Lavis were again lim-
ited.

Veteran goaler Kim Borger was also on 

restrictions after a surprise call up to the 
Melbourne Vixens team.

She played in the Vixens round 13 loss 
to the Melbourne Mavericks.

“We’ll take that every day of the week,” 
Bailey said of Borger getting an opportu-
nity.

“That’s fabulous for her and we’re very 
proud of her. Hopefully she gets another 
go this weekend.”

Bailey said it was frustrating to lose an-
other close match and they just needed to 
learn how to win.

She said it’s just a real roller coaster.
Kali Dolphin was named the Warriors 

best and continues to form a really strong 
partnership with Ellie Bird.

Bird shot 50 goals for the Warriors. 

Eliza Gollant was strong in defence af-
ter concerns about an elbow injury on Sat-
urday in the Ballarat Netball League, saw 
her head to hospital.

The Warriors sit second bottom with 
three wins.

They face the Gippsland Stars in round 
14.

Bailey said while finals hopes are like-
ly over they want to help shape the top six 
and get some wins on the run home.

“It’s got to turn sooner or later,” she said. 
“We’re going to get one of those close wins.

“There spirits were really good and we 
tried our best. 

“It just needs to click.”
The 23 and under side had a bit of a 

struggle against the Demons, losing 63-56.

Warriors go down again 
By Tara Murray

Spring Hills know that the small moments 
will count in the back part of the National 
Premier League women’s season.

Spring Hills sits 12th on the ladder with 
four wins as all teams had a bye on the 
weekend. 

The side hasn’t won in its last three 
matches while was also knocked out of the 
Nike FC Cup by the Bulleen Lions.

“We played two top teams,” Spring Hills 
coach Tom Markovski said of the side’s past 
two games. 

“We played Bulleen in the cup and lost 
1-0. We had a couple of opportunities to win 
the game but didn’t take those opportuni-
ties.

“Against Essendon we had one error and 
conceded the second goal.

“The top teams punish you and that is the 
difference between the top teams and the 
rest of the competition.

“We need to get on a roll. If you get one 
win it will get the confidence up and about 

and hopefully start picking up some more 
results.”

Markovski said injuries hadn’t helped 
them with five players out of their team cur-
rently on the sidelines.

He said most of those players would be 
back in three to four weeks.

“Hopefully we’ll get some players back 
from injury in the next few weeks and it 
makes us stronger for the last third of the 
season,” Markovski said.

“We would love to get them back after 
the break, but want to be cautious and don’t 
want to rush anyone back.”

Markovski said while he never likes a 
break during the season, they had a num-
ber of players with some sore bodies and it 
would be good for them to have the week off.

“We’ll regroup and work on a few things 
to help improve our squad,” he said.

Spring Hills added three players during 
the recent transfer window, who have all 
added to the squad.

Katie Godden is a former junior Matilda 
who has been playing overseas.

Eva Mcgorian is fresh out of the Ameri-
can College system, while Nao Kawasaki, 
who is from Japan, comes to the club having 
been playing in America.

Spring Hills are back in action on Friday 
night against Box Hill United Pythagoras.

While Spring Hills women’s side has 
some work to do this season, the future is 
bright for the club.

A group of under-16 and under-17 play-
ers recently headed to America and claimed 
the Albion Las Vegas Memorial Cup.

It’s the second time the club has head-
ed to the tournament and this time it went 
through undefeated.

Markovski, who was part of the group, 
said it gave the players an insight into what 
that next level of soccer is about.

College scouts were at matches while 
they got to train at high class facilities.

“It was a great experience for the girls,” 
Markovski said.

Meanwhile, Spring Hills men’s side sits 
fifth on the ladder in the FV state league 6 
north-west competition.

Spring Hills players are sticking to the task

Daniela Tobon. (Ljubica Vrankovic) 556977_06

By Tara Murray
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Sports shorts

FV

Melton Phoenix got an important win 

in the FV state league 4 north-west 

competition, while Westside Strikers 

had to settle for a draw on the 

weekend. The Phoenix was at home 

on Friday night and proved too strong 

for Melbourne University, winning 4-0. 

The Phoenix scored two goals in each 

half.  The Phoenix sit seventh on the 

ladder with four wins.  On Saturday, 

the Strikers had a 4-4 draw with the 

Sebastopol Vikings as the two sides 

traded goals throughout the game. The 

Strikers have slipped to 10th on the 

ladder.

RDFL

Melton South was able to further 

cement its spot in the top six with 

a victory against Woodend-Hesket, 

while Diggers Rest had a big win in the 

Riddell District Football League.  The 

Panthers led at every break against the 

Hawks on the way to a 12.10 (82)-9.9 

(63) win. Trent Angwin kicked four 

goals for the Panthers, while Blake 

Souter was named their best. Diggers 

Rest was too strong for the Tigers, 

winning 23.15 (153)-4.8 (32). Callum 

Moore kicked six goals for the Burras. 

Meanwhile Melton Centrals lost to 

Riddell, 10.13 (73)-4.9 (33) win.

Western FL

Tarneit had a tough day out against 

the Western Rams in the Western 

Football League division 2 competition 

on Saturday. The Rams were goalless 

in the fi rst half as they Falcons 

took control of the game early on. 

While the Rams were able to hit the 

scoreboard in the second half, the 

Falcons continued on as they won, 

24.15 (159)-3.2 (20). Jakob Lewer and 

William Markovski were named the 

Rams best. The Rams sit eighth on the 

ladder after nine rounds. 

Ballarat NL

Darley was able to hold off Ballarat 

in the Ballarat Netball League on 

Saturday. The Swans were boosted by 

the inclusion of former New Zealand 

international Ellie Bird and she helped 

the side push the ladder leaders. The 

Devils were able to do enough to win, 

49-46.

FOR MORE SPORT VISIT

Web: starweekly.com.au

Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly

@starweeklynews 

@star_weekly
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This time last year, Lovemeto was in the pad-
dock with a question mark hovering over his 
immediate future on the racetrack.

The highly-talented Chris Svano-
sio-trained New Zealand-bred trotter has 
battled soundness issues for the majority of 
his career.

Winding the clock forward 12 months 
and Lovemeto has not only returned to the 
track, he has emerged as a genuine con-
tender for next month’s Inter Dominion se-
ries in Brisbane.

On Saturday night at Melton, the son of 
What The Hill lined up in the Aldebaran 
Park Free For All Trot and Kerryn Manning 
drove him as if he was the best horse in the 

race.
Circling the field with a lap to travel, 

Lovemeto ($3.40) sat parked outside leader 
Keayang Stuka before outstaying that horse 
in the concluding stages to get the verdict by 
a head over the 1720 metre sprint trip.

Svanosio, who has the largest draft with 
six horses nominated for the Queensland 
series, revealed that Lovemeto is clearly 
his number one seed with the first round of 
heats only three weeks away.

That revelation may raise eyebrows when 
you consider among Svanosio’s muster is 
the reigning champion and number one 
ranked horse, Arcee Phoenix.

Arcee Phoenix, who has not won a race 
since his 2025 grand final triumph, resumed 
from a let-up with a midfield finish behind 

I Am Wilma last week and his place in the 
series is likely to be determined by his next 
racetrack appearance.

“He was only just fair first-up here last 
week and he will need to go a lot better next 
Saturday night, but I am not going to take 
him just to make up the numbers” Svanosio 
said.

Svanosio believes Arcee Phoenix may be 
feeling the effect of constant racing at the 
elite level in recent years.

“He raced non-stop for 18 months and 
perhaps it is starting to catch up with him 
now,” he said.

“He is working well at home along with 
Lovemeto, but he needs to produce it on 
race night.”

Lovemeto will head north in peak form.

“The long distance will suit him up there 
and he is fit and well,” he said.

Svanosio believes the horse will handle 
the arduous heats and final campaign.

“I have been ticking him over running 
him every two weeks and up there I can get 
him to the beach each afternoon,” he said.

Svanosio is a little surprised by Loveme-
to’s 16th ranking, down from his opening 
position of 20th in order.

“He is a Group 1 winner and his form has 
been exceptional all the way through,” he 
said.

“Last year he ran second to The Locomo-
tive in track record time, and I sat parked 
on him in the Grand Prix running second to 
Keayang Zahara and that’s as good a form as 
any.”

Lovemeto confi rms status
By John Dunne

It was hearts in mouth stuff again for Hillside 
as it recorded its third one point win of the 
Essendon District Football League premier 
division season.

The Sharks caused its third upset of the 
season to go one step further to cementing 
its spot in the top flight, beating Mariby-
rnong Park.

Just like their wins against Airport West 
and Aberfeldie, the Sharks had to fight to the 
final siren with the margin just one point.

“They don’t make it easy for us,” Sharks 
coach Mo Kaakour said.

“It was really important with an eight-
point game coming up next week with 
Greenvale.

“I thought we trained really well during 
the week and there was a little bit of form at 
training.”

Coming off the bye, Kaakour said it had 
come at the perfect time after back-to-back 
losses against last season’s grand finalists 
Strathmore and Keilor.

He said it allowed them to reset and rest 

a few bodies.
The Sharks brought back in Robbie Cas-

tello for Saturday and he was instrumental 
in the win.

Theo Peteinarias also came into the side 
after knocking down the door in the reserves 
and played some good footy.

Kaakour said the match with the Lions 
was a tale of two halves, with the Sharks 
winning 10.7 (67)-8.18 (66).

“I thought we came out of the blocks 
with plenty of pressure,” he said. “We forced 
them back and were able to play the game 
in our front half with our forward pressure.

“We knew at half time that they would 
come out and have a real crack. We were 
able to force those shots that they missed 
from wide angles, not in front.

“The last quarter was a see-saw and they 
got a little bit of momentum. We were able 
to hold on.”

Kaakour said having played in those 
close matches and getting results earlier in 
the season helped them against the Lions.

He said they had to hold on for a minute 
and half after the Lions got the margin with-

in one kick.
“Every Tuesday night we have full scale 

match simulation in those situations,” Kaak-
our said.

“It holds us in good stead, but we don’t 
want to get in too many more.”

Castello, Lucas Failli and James Mc-
Naughton kicked two goals each for the 
Sharks.

Castello, Fort Caruso and Atu Bosenavu-
lagi were named the Sharks best.

The win moves the Sharks to eighth on 
the ladder with three wins in their first sea-
son in the top flight.

Since 2012, just one team has won three 
matches in the top flight and finished bot-
tom and been relegated.

Kaakour said they need to continue to get 
better each week, which they believe they 
have been doing.

“We will take 3-6,” he said. “We could 
have won a couple more and been 5-4.

“We want to be competitive and compete 
with the best.

“We want to stay in games for longer and 
pinch a few more wins.”

Sharks fi ght to fi nal siren to secure win

Lucas Failli. (Sport Star Photos)

By Tara Murray

The Melton Thoroughbreds have dou-
bled their win tally in the space of two 
rounds with back-to-back wins in the 
Big V men’s division 2 competition.

Having had their struggles early 
on, the Thoroughbreds are starting 
to find that winning momentum.

On Saturday night, the Thor-
oughbreds were on the road against 
the Collingwood All Stars. A strong 
start had the Thoroughbreds lead-
ing by eight points at quarter time 
and the margin was extended to 14 
points at the main break.

The All Stars finally got going 
in the third quarter were able to 
reduce the margin back to seven 
points heading into the final quar-
ter. Both sides struggled to score in 
the final quarter. 

The margin got as close as 
five points before the Thorough-
breds had some composure at the 
free throw line to ensure they did 
enough to come away with a 74-
66 win. Elijah Davy top scored for 
the Thoroughbreds with 21 points, 
while Nicholas Hopper had 15 
points.  The Thoroughbreds are 
now up to sixth on the ladder and 
have a  bye this weekend. 

In the youth league men’s divi-
sion 3 competition, the Thorough-
breds lost a thriller to the Craigie-
burn Eagles. 

The Eagles started strongly be-
fore the Thoroughbreds had the 
better of the middle two quarters to 
lead by six points heading into the 
final quarter. The Eagles finished 
strongly with a 26-19 final quarter 
to come away with an 84-83 win. 
William Lord top scored with 19 
points for the Thoroughbreds. 

The Thoroughbreds sit fourth 
on the ladder with seven wins and 
five losses. The Thoroughbreds are 
on the road this Sunday against the 
Bellarine Storm.

Two in a row 

Elijah Davy. (Meagan Verstappen)
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Billy Myers put on a show to help Darley held 
off Ballarat in the Ballarat Football League 
on Saturday.

Coming off a rare loss, the Devils were 
again tested, this time by a Swans team 
that entered the contest in strong form.

The Devils jumped out of the blocks 
and led by 23 points at quarter time and 
then 43 points at the main break.

It became a game of two halves, as the 
Swans got going in the second half.

The Swans kicked five goals to two in 
the third quarter to reduce the margin to 
19 points heading into the last quarter.

Myers kicked the first two goals of 
the final quarter to give the Devils some 
breathing room.

The Swans kept coming and kicking 
four goals in eight minutes to bring the 
margin back within a kick,

Time ran out, with the Devils holding 
on to win, 13.7 (85)-11.14 (80).

Myers kicked seven goals in a best on 
ground performance for the Devils.

Matthew Brett and Lachlan George 
were others named among the best.

The Devils move to fourth on the lad-
der.

This week they face the Sunbury Lions 
in the second grand final rematch of the 
season.

In other matches, Bacchus Marsh and 
Melton were both on the wrong side of 
the ledger.

The Cobras were on the road against 
Sebastopol.

The Burras kicked the only four goals 
of the first quarter to lead by 29 points at 
the first break. It could have been more 
had they kicked straight.

The Cobras got on the board in the 
second quarter and were able to reduce 
the margin to 20 points at half time.

Sebastopol was able to extend the 
margin back out to 36 points heading 
into the final quarter.

With the conditions getting tougher 
with the weather, the Burras made sure 
of the win, winning 13.15 (93)-8.5 (53).

Luke Goetz, Rye Penny and Cody 
Gates were named the Cobras best.

The Cobras slip to fifth on the ladder, 
now a game behind Darley.

Melton had a good old slog fest in its 
loss with Redan.

Having travelled to Ballarat, it was 
hard going for both sides.

Redan led by five points at half time, 
with both sides having kicked four goals 
each in the first half.

Neither side kicked a goal in the third 
quarter and it didn’t get any easier in the 
last.

Melton kicked the first goal of the 
quarter to lead by three points. 

Redan was able to get one back and 
that would be it, with the Lions winning, 
5.10 (40)-5.9 (39) as both sides missed 
chances in the last.

Kyle Borg and Caleb Burquest were 
named the Bloods best.

The Bloods now sit in seventh spot.

Myers puts on a show
By Tara Murray

Caroline Springs bounced back in the best 
possible way as they returned to the winners 
list in the Essendon District Football League 
premier division.

Having had a disappointing day out 
against Aberfeldie before the King’s Birth-
day weekend bye, the Lakers cement-
ed their spot in the top four with victory 
against Hillside.

It was the first time the two neighbour-
ing clubs had faced each other.

Lakers coach Mick Gerada said Hillside 
is a side that they respect and said the two 
neighbouring clubs could form a real good 
rivalry in the years to come. 

“It was a really good competitive game,” 
he said.

“Hillside is a really highly rated club 
and were last year’s premiers.

“It’s always a challenge and we were 
able to put out a really strong perfor-
mance, it was exciting to see.”

Gerada said they were keen to get off to a 
strong start and set the tempo of the match.

They led 16-0 at quarter time and the 
margin was out to 21 points at half time 
and 27 points heading into the final break.

While the Sharks finally got going in the 
final quarter, it was too late with the Lakers 
winning, 6.11 (47)-4.2 (26).

“We were really solid for the first half 
and at our best,” Gerada said.

“We had a 21 point lead and were able to 
hold that for the rest of the game. Hillside 
came hard in the last quarter and had their 
back up.

“We were able to hold on.”
Jacinta Kondis kicked two goals for the 

Lakers. 
Charlotte Gerada and Kondis were 

named their best.
For the Sharks, Brooke Kerrigan and 

Emily Paterno were their best in the loss.
After eight rounds, the Lakers sit in third 

spot with a 6-2 record.
All four sides in the top four have the 

same record showing the closeness for the 
competition.

Hillside’s premiership defence is in 
trouble, sitting 2-6 and eighth on the lad-

der.
Gerada said they had taken a lot out of 

their two losses for the year and know they 
have things to work on in the second half 
of the season.

He said they had aimed to play finals in 
their first season in the competition, and 
that hasn’t changed now they’ve played 
everyone once.

“Looking at some of the results, we’ve 
only won games by a couple of goals,” he 
said.

“Each week is a different challenge and 
you have to be at your best.

“In the second half we have to be at our 
best.”

The Lakers though will have to do with-
out Mira Diab who suffered a serious knee 
injury in the loss to Aberfeldie.

Gerada said they were hopeful to get 
Nyomi Stowers back at some point, having 
not played since round one.

While missing some of their stars, Gera-
da said it was exciting to see the youth 
coming through with five under-19s part of 
their regular team.

Lakers bounce back, cement top four spot

Brodie Stevens. (Ljubica Vrankovic) 546141_13

By Tara Murray

It was a good weekend for Melton in 
the Vic League 3 competition, with 
both its women’s and men’s sides hav-
ing good wins. 

Both sides have had strong sea-
sons so far as they look to return to 
the pointy end of the season, having 
made it deep into finals last year.

The Mustangs women’s side was 
at home on Sunday against the Mel-
bourne Razorbacks.

Melton was able to come away 
with a 4-0 win.

Captain Chloe Schwarze scored 
twice for the Mustangs, while Ra-
chel Jeffs and Blair Murphy also 
found the back of the net.

After nine matches, the Mus-
tangs sit second on the ladder with 
seven wins and two draws.

They have conceded just four 
goals for the season, the best in the 
competition.

Melton will face the Croydon 
Ranges on Sunday in round 10.

Meanwhile, the Mustangs men 
had a day out in the Vic League 3 
competition.

Also facing the Razorbacks, the 
Mustangs had a 7-1 win.

Captain Riley Lawrence scored 
three goals for the Mustangs, while 
Nick Lye, Mark Scalzo, Mitchell 
Simpson and Zak Bahramis all 
scored one goal each.

The Mustangs sit third on the 
ladder with seven wins, a draw and 
a loss. The Mustangs head to Drou-
in this Saturday in the next round to 
face the Gippsland Strikers.

The Strikers sit atop the ladder, 
having not lost a game this season.

Meanwhile in the Vic League 
2 men’s competition. Caroline 
Springs lost to Frankston, 5-1.

Caroline Springs sits bottom af-
ter nine rounds without a win. 

Big wins for Melton 

Melton celebrates a goal on Sunday. 
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Villa 78 | $720,000

Comfort and Style

•  Spacious living zones    •  Extensive pergola    •  Close to all facilities

FREECALL  1800 633 672
Sole agents

Talk to Denise Sniegowski

0455 910 793

Your Lifestyle Consultant

168 Underbank Blvd

Bacchus Marsh 3340

bellbrookgardens.com.au

Your 
Retirement 

Haven

•  Secure community

•  24/7 emergency call system

•  Spacious Country Club

•  Bowling green

•  Low maintenance

•  Resort style facilities

• Exclusive gym

• Hair dressing salon

• Live in onsite Manager

•  Caravan storage

•  Country Club bus

•  Pet friendly

Save $40,100 *approx

3 2 2

INTERNAL IMAGES FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES

21 Squares of Spacious Quality Living

Villa 129 | $815,000

• Separate study    •  Well-appointed kitchen    •  Alfresco entertainingSave $46,000 *approx

INTERNAL IMAGES FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES

3 2 21
12
8
74
70
6
-A
M
2
5
-2
6


