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No rescue for
sinking hous

By Cade Lucas

A Newport woman has to shower in a dog
bath, put up with mouldy walls and fears that
her bedroom ceiling will fall on top of her, all
because of drainage problems she claims are
caused by repeated road resurfacing.

Vanessa Moyser bought her home on
Melbourne Road, between Wilkins and Paine
streets, in 2009.

However, it wasn’t until 2015 that Ms Moyser
began to notice water pooling out the front of
her property whenever it rained.

It was around this time that she also began
to notice the possible cause.

“It kept getting worse every time they did
resurfacing [on Melbourne Road],” Ms Moyser
recalled.

As the inner-west’s major north-south
arterial, Melbourne Road is managed by the

“I was told a few years ago to get out of that
bedroom and sleep in a spare room because if
that falls on you, you're gonna be dead.”

The room most impacted though is the
bathroom, which hasn’t been functional for a
number of years, forcing Ms Moyser to resort
to an unconventional alternative for her daily
shower.

“Tuse a dog bath,” she said.

“It’s a collapsible bath with a temporary
hose that goes into my shower pipe and that’s
the way I've been living for the last few years.”

Unable to sell and knocked backed by her
insurers, Ms Moyser said she'd been left with
no choice but to remain in her home and
again appeal to local and state authorities for
assistance.

Among them is Williamstown MP and
former Roads Minister Melissa Horne, who
has visited the property.

Department of Transport and Planning (DTP)
and is regularly resurfaced and repaired.

According to Ms Moyser, this has resulted
in the surface of Melbourne Road now being
higher than her property.

“The side of the road is huge as in the
elevation of the road from the re-asphalting
over the years that I've been there.”

Combined with the lack of storm water
drains along that section of Melbourne Road
and any water run-off has nowhere else to go,
she said.

“When it rains I'm in a swimming pool. Out
the front, it’s a pond,” she said.

“It blocks my stormwater pipe which is on
the curb and fills it up so that when it rains it
backs up the gutters on my roof and I'm in a
waterfall.”

Ms Moyser said the excess water has sunk
the concrete stumps the house sits on, with its
south-eastern corner subsiding below the rest
of the property.

“My house is tearing itself apart,” was how
Ms Moyser described it, saying that some
of the walls and ceilings, along with being
covered in mould, were unstable.

“l understand and sympathise with
the concerns Vanessa Moyser has raised
regarding water issues affecting her
property,” Ms Horne said in response to
inquiries from Star Weekly.

However, after seeking advice from
DTP, who then conducted extensive
surveying and assessments on the
section of Melbourne Road near Ms
Moyser’s property, Ms Horne said
she was satisfied that resurfacing
was not the cause.

“These works did not identify
works or drainage infrastructure
as the cause of the property
issues,” she said of the advice the
department provided her.

A spokesperson for Hobsons Bay
council said multiple reviews of the
issue has been conducted, but with
Melbourne Road managed by the DTP,
council was limited in what it could do.

“Council is currently advocating to
DTP on behalf of the resident for a review & ey
of the matter,” the spokesperson said. \ "“'W;{izg;;w;.w AR

DTP was contacted for comment. O B VA1
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Vanessa Moyser claims her Newport house is sinking due to water run-off from Melbourne Road. (Damjan Janevski) 551579_02

Stressed about buying?

T
WALSH BROWN

BUYERS AGENT « VENDORS ADVOCATE

Let me take the pressure off!

Auction worries? Not sure what to offer? Keep missing out?

YOUR TRUSTED BUYERS AGENT IN THE INNER WEST - WALSHBROWNPROPERTY.COM.AU

Aly Walsh 0411 771181
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Calls for air-quality action

By Cade Lucas

One of the authors of a study that found
inner-west children were far more likely to
be hospitalised for asthma than those living
elsewhere, said major mitigation efforts were
needed to fix the problem.

A study of Victorian hospital data led
by Deakin University researchers found
children in Maribyrnong, Hobsons Bay
and Brimbank council areas attended
hospital for asthma at rates well above
the state average.

Over a 12 year period from 2007-2019,
the rate that children attended hospital

for asthma in Hobsons Bay and Marib-
yrnong was 53 per cent above the state-
wide average, while Brimbank was 26 per
cent above.

In 2018-2019, the hospital presenta-
tion rate for asthma in Victoria was 92
per 10,000 children, compared to 144 in
Maribyrnong, 137 in Hobsons Bay and
125 per 10,000 children in Brimbank.

The inner-west has long suffered from
poor air quality due to the amount of
truck traffic in the area.

Study co-author Dr Kate Lycett said
while it was impossible to say if they were
the sole cause, heavy-vehicle emissions
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Braybrook’s Sammy Muscat is cycling around Albert Park Lake for up to 48 hours to raise money for the Heart Foundation. (Damjan Janevski) 548766_03

were definitely a factor in the higher rates
of childhood asthma in the inner west
and current measures like truck bans and
curfews were not enough to fix it.

“If we’re going to improve air quality
we're going to have to have major miti-
gation initiatives,” Dr Lycett said, nomi-
nating dedicated freight routes and more
incentives for electric trucks as options,
along with so-called “green walls”.

“Other countries have green walls,
lines of trees near schools to filter the air”

Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong re-
sponded to the study by calling for stron-
ger action while Brimbank said it was

Sammy cycles for matter close to his heart

Braybrook based ultra endurance cyclist,
Sammy Muscat, will be getting on his bike
on 23 May for a cause that is - quite literally
-close to his heart.

“After surviving severe heart failure my-
self in 2015, it’s something that’s become
very personal to me,” Mr Muscat said of
his motivation for doing a 24 to 48 hours
fundraising ride for the Heart Foundation.

For at least 24 hours, Mr Muscat will
cycle around Albert Park Lake, with every
$50 donation resulting in an extra lap.

He’s hoping to attract enough dona-

tions to keep him going for the full 48
hours and to reach his $25,000 target, with
all funds going towards heart research,
prevention and support programs.

While a noble cause, cycling for two
days straight might seem a little extreme,
especially for some with a history of heart
problems.

However, Mr Muscat said long-distance
cycling has actually been a big part of his
recover over the past 11 years.

“Over the last few years I've gone from
recovering from heart failure to compet-

ing in some of the hardest ultra endurance
cycling events in the world, including un-
supported races across Australia and Eu-
rope.

“This won’t be my first big endurance
challenge, but it'll definitely be one of the
hardest and most public,” he said.

Members of the public are invited down
to Albert Park Lake from 5am on Saturday
23 May to cheer Mr Muscat on as well as to
donate funds to keep him peddling.

Donate at: https://tinyurl.
com/4y8sp7h6

Free meningococcal B vaccines to be made available for teens

Victorian teenagers, including those in
Maribyrnong and Hobsons Bay, will soon
be able to receive free meningococcal B
vaccines.

Health Minister Harriet Shingannounced
the free vaccines for the life-threatening dis-
ease will be made available to year 10 stu-
dents from 1 January, 2027.

The state government said that while
the vaccine is already available privately
through GPs, it comes at a cost of more than
$250 out of pocket.

The rollout of the free vaccine will cost $9
million.

“This free vaccination program will save
lives and give parents the peace of mind that
their teenager is protected from this awful
disease,” Ms Shing said.

It will be available through existing
school immunisation programs via GPs,
pharmacies, local council immunisation
services, and Aboriginal health services.

Year 10 students (or age equivalent) have
been found to be one of the highest risk

2 MARIBYRNONG & HOBSONS BAY STAR WEEKLY Wednesday, 13 May, 2026

groups of contracting the disease, the state
government said.

It also aligns with the timing of the me-
ningococcal ACWY vaccine given to Year
10s under the National Immunisation Pro-
gram (NIP) schedule.

The state-funded meningococcal B vac-
cination program will help lift immunisa-
tion coverage.

The state government said it will contin-
ue to advocate to the federal government to
add a full listing of the vaccine on the NIP.

already implementing measures such as
increasing tree coverage.

Premier Jacinta Allan pointed to the
new West Gate Tunnel as evidence the
government was already addressing the
problem, saying it had taken thousands
of trucks off inner-west roads since open-
ing late last year. “That doesn’t just give
those local roads back to the local com-
munity, it takes those truck emissions out
of those communities as well,” she said.

Maribyrnong Truck Action Group
president Martin Wurt said the study was
further proof that air filters needed to be
installed in the tunnel’s ventilation stacks

Stronger action needed
against digital assault

The Western Region Centre Against Sexual
Assault (WestCASA) is calling for stronger
national laws and regulations to combat dig-
ital sexual violence.

The group is stating it has become
alarmed by a global surge in technolo-
gy-facilitated abuse, especially against
women and children.

Chief executive Annette Vickery said
frontline services are increasingly seeing
the trend play out in Australia.

“Tech-based sexual violence is not
fringe behaviour, Ms Vickery said.

‘This is organised, deliberate abuse
being facilitated and amplified through
digital platforms.

“Technology is not neutral when it is
designed, moderated, and monetised in
ways that allow violence against women
to flourish unchecked.”

Ms Vickery warned that technolo-
gy-based abuse including image-based
abuse, coercion, tracking, and online
communities that promote sexual vio-
lence is rapidly evolving faster than poli-
cy and law enforcement responses.

She said she wanted to emphasise that
survivors are too often left to navigate
systems that are not equipped to respond
to the scale or complexity of tech-based
abuse.

The group is calling for more feder-
al investment in specialist responses to
technology-facilitated abuse, national-
ly consistent laws on combatting digi-
tal sexual violence, as well as stronger
mechanisms for punishing platforms
that fail to remove harmful content.

A spokesperson for the Department of
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional De-
velopment, Communications, Sport and
the Arts said the federal government had
committed to take legislative action.

“The government has committed to
legislate a digital duty of care which will
place an obligation on services to put in
place systems and processes to prevent
the risk of reasonably foreseeable serious
harms from the use of their service, with
hefty fines for platforms that do not meet
their obligations,” the spokesperson said.

“The government has also committed
to providing the eSafety Commissioner
with a new bespoke power to issue notic-
es to remove nudify apps and websites,
recognising that these have no place in
our society.

Legislation to progress these reforms
is expected to be introduced into Parlia-
ment later this year.

To learn more about WestCASA or to
find ways to get support, call 9216 0444 or
visit: westcasa.org.au
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West Welcome Wagon chief executive Colette Mclnerney and volunteer Megan Clancy.
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Winter clothing needed

Locals in the west are being encouraged
to donate warm clothes to West Welcome
Wagon (WWW) as its supply runs low
ahead of winter.

The nonprofit organisation, which
welcomes and supports refugees and
asylum seekers to Australia, is asking for
winter clothing donations such as jackets,
jeans, jumpers and long sleeved tops
that are high quality and in a wearable
condition.

Winter clothing is especially needed for
kids, teenagers and men.

WWW chief executive Colette McInerney
said the clothing storage bins are currently
empty after a recent reach out day.

“We're struggling to fulfil requests from
our clients at the moment,” she said.

About 140 adults and children attended
the most recent reach out day.

“At our reach out days we probably
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Learn more about Laverton’s history

Letters from Laverton is promising
Hobsons Bay and Wyndham locals an
immersive look at local history.

The community project uses oral
histories, images and artefacts to trace the
history of Laverton and surrounds and is
being developed by two western suburbs
residents Bronwen Gray and Alan Young.

From filming sites of Australian cult
classic Max Max, to lore from the Tarmac
pub - now Westside Hotel - in Laverton
North, there will be plenty to uncover and
rediscover.

Mr Young said there are “so many stories
to tell”.

“The Tarmac was renowned for hosting
virtually every significant Australian and
international act in the 70’s and 80’s and
was one of the biggest beer barns in the
western suburbs,” he said.

Ms Grey said, “I suppose the thing that I

have found most enjoyable about working
on this project has been getting to know
the people who have called Laverton
home - their warmth, vitality and absolute
willingness to getin there and make things
happen is what stands out for me”.

The exhibition was put together with the
help of Hobsons Bay council and using
old records from Werribee Shire (now
Wyndham council), and excerpts from The
Werribee Banner.

Ms Grey and Mr Young work as part
of a small western suburbs-based arts
collective called New World Arts, who have
been working on community- based arts
initiatives for more 25 years.

The exhibit is free and will be open to
the public at 44 Woods Street, Laverton,
noon-3pm on, Thursday 14 May, Saturday
16 May and Thursday 21 May.

distribute about two and a half tons of
clothing and small household items,” Ms
Mclnerney said.

“We distributed just about everything
that we took with us which isn’t unusual.
The bins are very, very empty.

“We’d really really appreciate people
doing a little autumn/winter clear-out of
their wardrobes, particularly for clothes for
children up to age of 16, any gender. And
we're always short of men’s clothing.”

Locals looking to donate can email
donate@westwelcomewagon.org.au with
details of their donation items. The WWW
team will then provide guidance on
drop-off points and collection to ensure
items reach those who need them the most.

“People are really starting to feel the cold
so we are looking for [donations] so that
we can meet the needs of our clients,” Ms
MclInerney said.
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IDAHOBIT

The International Day Against
Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia
(IDAHOBIT) will be celebrated in both
Hobsons Bay and Maribyrnong. In
Hobsons Bay, a flag-raising ceremony
with morning tea will be held on 15
May from 10.45am-11.45am at

the Hobsons Bay Civic Centre. On

20 May, an LGBTQIA+ community
wellbeing panel will be held at Newport
Community Hub from 6.30pm-8pm.

In Maribyrnong, a Rainbow Walkway
will be unveiled followed by a morning
tea from 10 am-11 am on 18 May at
the Maribyrnong Civic Precinct and
Community Hub, Community Green
Walkway.

Errors amendment

Every few years, Hobsons Bay council
undertakes an amendment to correct
any errors or anomalies that may have
become evident while administering the
Hobsons Bay Planning Scheme. These
amendments ensure accuracy and
consistency without introducing new
strategic changes. The last amendment
of this kind was completed in 2022.
Public feedback is being sought on
Errors and Anomalies Amendment
C145hbay and can be provided up until
5pm on Wednesday 17 June. To view
the amendments and offer feedback, go
to: https://participate.hobsonsbay.vic.
gov.au/amendment-c145hbay

FOR BREAKING NEWS, VISIT

Web: starweekly.com.au
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Apply for our Place-based
Initiatives (Annual) Grants

Program until 8 June 2026.

Apply at festivalcity.com.au

12867304-1020-26
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Surgery a chance to survive

Kirsty Wesner was staring death in the face when friends, strangers and a US-Filipino surgeon stepped in to give her a

chance at survival. She’s determined to make the most of it, Cade Lucas reports.

here’s desperate and then there’s
I the plight Footscray’s Kirsty Wesner
found herself in at the beginning of

this year.

Back in January, Star Weekly reported
on the 41-year-old mother of three’s frantic
efforts to raise enough money to travel
overseas for life-saving surgery.

Stricken with Superior Mesenteric Artery
Compression Syndrome (SMACS), a rare
digestive disorder that was slowly killing
her, Ms Wesner needed to raise more
than $40,000 so she could pay for a trip
to the Philippines to undergo the Alvear
procedure, a specialised surgical technique
that is one of the few known treatments
for SMACS and which is not available in
Australia.

In fact, the Alvear procedure is mostly
performed by the man it's named after:
Filipino-American surgeon Dr Domingo
Alvear, who returns back to his homeland
a couple of times a year to perform it and
other life-changing operations.

By the time Ms Wesner spoke to Star
Weekly in late January, she had less than
three weeks to come up with the money in
time for Dr Alvear’s February visit, yet the
GoFundMe page she’d set up had attracted
little more than $6000.

‘ ‘ It’s Kirsty 2.0. I feel like
I have an opportunity to

survive now ,,

- Kirsty Wesner

Raising over $30,000 in three weeks would
be difficult for the most physically able, but
for someone dangerously malnourished
and underweight due to not having been
able to eat properly for two years, it bordered
on fantasy. And a death sentence.

“I will die without this surgery,” Ms
Wesner said bluntly in the story published
on 22 January.

While news of Ms Wesner’s plight was
splashed across the front page in the
inner-west, out in Melton, where she lived
before moving to Footscray to be closer to
medical care, a rescue attempt was quietly
getting underway.

LoriKeele became friends with Ms Wesner
after their daughters did the same. Despite
the Wesners no longer living in Melton, the
families remained close and Ms Keele was
well aware of her friend’s worsening health.

“It was very hard to watch,” Ms Keele said
of witnessing her friend’s decline while
feeling helpless to stop it.

With time running out, she reached for
the break-glass option many locals go to in
times of crisis: she contacted Keith Stephen.

Keith and Sallyann Stephen are what
passes for moves and shakers in Melton.
Keith runs an IT business and is a well
known local trader, while both are members
of Rotary Melton Valley, where Sallyann
serves as the secretary.

“It just really hit a chord with us” Mrs
Stephen said of their reaction to learning
about Ms Wesner'’s situation.

Then they swung into action.

“I discussed this with the members of my
Rotary club to see if we could help and then
reached out to most of my customers via
email seeking donations to help fund Kirsty
getting to Manila for this life-changing
operation and many generous donations
were received,” Mr Stephen said.

“All donations were made via Rotary
Melton Valley, who also donated $1000 and
coordinated payment to the medical team
in Manila.”

Donations from Mr Stephen’s customers
came in from all over the country and
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scray’s Kirsty Wesner with her daughter Isla, 11, has returned from the Philippines where she had life-saving surgery. (Damjan Janevski) 546594_03
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Top right: Kirsty with Dr Domingo Alvear and daughter Isla. (supplied) Right: Kirsty and Isla with Rotary Melton Valley president Michael Dowling (left) and
club member Keith Stephen. (Damjan Janevski) 546594_06 Inset: Kirsty recovering post-surgery in a Manila hospital in February. (Supplied)

while the exact total is
unknown, it’s believed
to have far exceeded the
amount donated by the
Rotary club or the $2000
provided by the Footscray
Lions Club who Ms Wesner

approached herself.
“I received email
correspondence from

Kirsty and I said “right this
seems like a desperate case
where nobody else is going
to help,” Footscray Lions
Club member Bert Jessup
recalled, pointing out that once the club
had verified Ms Wesner’s story, the decision
to contribute was an easy one.

“We had some funds available and we
decided to donate them,” Mr Jessup said.

While this was going on, Ms Wesner’s
GoFundMe had crept up to over $9000 and
with Ms Keele and her husband providing a
substantial donation aswell, the fundraising
target was suddenly within reach.

“It was so touch and go,” Ms Wesner said
of the last-minute dash for cash which was
then followed by the not insignificant task of
getting $41,000 to the Philippines.

“The banks were complicating things and
shutting people’s bank accounts because
they didn’t think it was legitimate.”

The transfer was belatedly approved and
finally, the night before Ms Wesner and her
youngest daughter were due to fly out to
Manilla on 13 February, reality set it.

“It was kinda like, ‘okay it's actually
happening now,” she said.

Being wheeled into surgery five days later
on 18 February was even more profound.

“I became emotional and realised that it
was actually gonna happen.”

The operation atahospital on the outskirts
of Manilla and lasted for roughly four hours.

While there were no complications, Ms
Wesner awoke from the “very invasive”
surgery to excruciating pain and stitches
from sternum to naval.
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“They took all of my
intestines out and operated
on all of it” was her rough
explanation of what Dr Alvear
did in the procedure.

Given the nature of the
condition, it’s hard to think of
any other option.

SMACS involves the
duodenum - the first part of
the small intestine - being

squeezed by two arteries, the
SMA and the aorta, restricting
the amount of food that can
be digested.

In Ms Wesner’s case, the SMACS was
further complicated by her also having
Ehlers Danlos, a genetic condition that
causes organs, ligaments and connective
tissue to stretch, prolapse and drop.

Having a combination of rare disorders
made accessing viable treatment in
Australia even rarer, with Ms Wesner
claiming local doctors lacked knowledge
about her ailments and often misdiagnosed
her with anorexia or other eating disorders.

A rapid decline in her condition over the
past two years forced her to look overseas
and to Dr Alvear.

Once he began operating on her, the
US-based surgeon found that not only did
Ms Wesner have SMACS, but an especially
bad case of it.

“What they found was that the artery was
compressing the duadenum, but there were
also ligaments that were across the whole
length of my intestines,” Ms Wesner said.

The effect was such that not only were Ms
Wesner’s intestines being squeezed, but
twisted as well, making it almostimpossible
for food to get through. Dr Alvear and his
staff were amazed that she had survived so
long.

Ironically, the sagging effect from her
Ehlers Danlos probably helped keep Ms
Wesner alive.

“It kinda helped keep me alive for longer
with that not compressing so severely,”

she said.

Unfortunately, the Ehlers Danlos also
meant Ms Wesner couldn’t take many
common painkillers and with opiates
such as morphine also restricted in the
Philippines, her first week post surgery was
rough

“The recovery was very brutal,” she said.

“It was still less pain than what I was
experiencing beforehand.”

Whatever pain there was disappeared
once Ms Wesner ate her first meal with solid
food since 2024.

“I cried,” she said. “When I had a burger I
cried my eyes out. I hadn’t had a burger for
two years.

“Ifeltlike I had my life back.”

Discharged from hospital after 10 days
and returning to Australia at the end of
March, Ms Wesner has since been out for
a meal with Ms Keele, the first time they'd
eaten together in years.

“Oh my God, she’s so much better. She’s
unrecognisable,” Ms Keele said of her
friend’s improvement.

The recovery has been uneven though.
While Ms Wesner is able to eat and digest
food and her weight has increased by 10
kilograms, her mobility hasn’t improved.

“We're still trying to figure that out,” she
said of why she was still wheelchair-bound.

Not that this has dimmed her newfound
lease on life.

“It’s Kirsty 2.0. I feel like I have an
opportunity to survive now,” Ms Wesner
said, adding that she was preparing a
presentation on SMACS that she hopes to
show at Rotary clubs, while a foundation
aimed ateducating Australians, particularly
clinicians, on the condition was also a
possibility.

“I want my suffering to have been worth
something,” she said of her future goals.

As for all those who donated to make her
new life possible, Ms Wesner is much less
definitive.

“I don’t even know how to express how
grateful I am to them.”
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Hobsons Bay Community Recognition Awards 2026

YOUR NOMINEES

Congratulations to all those who were nominated for the Hobsons Bay
Community Recognition Awards! These awards recognise the achievements
of community organisations, leaders and volunteers in our community
who are striving to make a difference and drive positive change.

GROUP

e 1st Altona Scout Group

¢ 3rd Williamstown
Scout Group

* Altona City Theatre
« Altona Hockey Club
¢ Altona Life Saving Club

e Andrea Skillen and
Jane Palmer

e Brooklyn Community
Hall Committee of
Management

e Dr Liz Cyarto and Louise
Karch (Hobsons Bay
Trailblazers)

e Hobsons Bay
Community Fund

e Hobsons Bay
Men'’s Shed

e Hobsons Bay
Wetlands Centre

* Hobsons Bay Young
Leaders 2024-2025

e Laverton
Community Cafe

e Laverton Community
Integrated Services Inc

e Lion and Mouse
Australia

e Lions Club of Altona
* Mighty West Walkers

¢ Newport Calisthenics
Club

* Newport Fiddle and Folk
e ParKanDo

e Raphael Zachary and
Reuben Soliman

e Seabreeze Quilters Inc.

¢ Triskelion International
of Victoria Australia Inc.
(TIVAI)

¢ Victoria State
Emergency Service
Hobsons Bay Unit

¢ Victorian Kulawai

¢ Williamstown
Community and
Education Centre Inc.

e Williamstown Women's
Lacrosse Club

e Willin Women

e Zonta Club of
Melbourne’s
West Inc.

INDIVIDUAL

e Adeline Barham e Lola Nicoloueas
e Benjamin Gronow
e Brendan Dowling

e Charlotte Sleeman

* Maryanne Kovach
e Mel Smith

e Michael Pernar

e Michelle Galea

* Myly Nguyen

e Paul Lindemann

 Colin Dyall

e David Berner

« Ella Bibby

e Emerson Domingo
e Ethan Bader-Smith
e Gill Gannon

¢ Peter Shepheard
e Peter Wall

* QiQi Lu

e Rhonda Collins
e Stuart O'Neil

e Tara Mathews

e Glenn Evans
e Hteepoe Ri
e lan Barclay
 lan Watson e Tony Cutroni
e Ingrid Magtengaard » Wynette McCaskill
e Irena Kaluski

» Jacob Burfoot

e Jennifer Menon

e Jenny Baker

¢ Jo Farguson

e Judy Kopans

e Lawrence Foley

e Leticia Caramatii

A big thank-you to all those who took the time to nominate and
recognise the amazing contribution these nominees make to our city.

Hobsons Bay City Council would like to recognise the contributions made
by all of our volunteers across the municipality. This year’s Volunteer Week
theme "Your Year to Volunteer’ honours those contributions and invites
people across Australia to make 2026 a year of meaningful involvement.

National

Volunteer

Week

Hobsons Bay

Community

HOBSONS
BAY CITY

Recognition COUNCIL

wards

o ® o
CRA ©
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Enjoy autumn, avoid the flu

By Christopher Carter,
Chief executive of North Western
Melbourne Primary Health Network

It’s that time of year again. Summer is in
the rearview mirror, and autumn is slowly
starting to fade into winter.

It’s a time of bright and chilly days, trees
turning orange ... and respiratory viruses
spreading through our communities.

Yes, it's the start of influenza season,
which means it’s a very, very good idea to
get your annual flu vaccination as soon as
you can.

Sometimes you hear people describing
influenza as “a bad cold”. When you
hear that, it’s a sure sign that you're talking
to someone who has never had a bad case
of it.

As people who have really experienced
it will agree, flu is a very unpleasant
combination of phlegm, coughs, muscle
pains, tiredness and headaches which can
confine even very healthy people to bed for
a couple of weeks.

And for people who are less than healthy
- or very young, or quite old - influenza
can result in hospital stays and even,
sometimes, death.

It is not something to take lightly - so
it's very good that getting an annual
vaccination is easy, painless, and for many
people free.

Experts recommend a flu vaccination
for all people aged over six months. Under
the Australian Government’s National
Immunisation Program, some groups can
have one at no cost. These include children
under five, First Nations people, all people
over 65, people with certain chronic
illnesses, and pregnant women.

From feel-good to boring

Movie buff Evan Turok is Star Weekly’s film

reviewer. This month he is critiquing a movie

2.0.0.0.¢
Project Hail Mary (M)

When the sun begins to cool off, you
send Ryan Gosling into space; when the
cinema scene begins to cool off, you send
for directing duo Chris Miller and Chris
Lord.

Project Hail Mary has everything
a film needs and takes it all to new
intergalactic heights.

When mysterious cells are found to
be eating away at the sun, the world’s
governments are forced to unite their
best scientists and astronauts in a race
against time; their goal: to stop the sun
from cooling beyond the point necessary
for human survival.

Against the odds, school teacher and
former scientist Ryland Grace (Ryan
Gosling) wakes up alone aboard the
spaceship named the ‘Hail Mary’ and,
with the help of a charming alien friend,
must find a way to save the world and
return home safely.

No matter if you are a casual fan or a
movie fanatic, it’s impossible to watch
this movie and not have a good time.

Breath-taking visuals were abundant

FOCUS ON
HE/LTH

And for all people who don’t fit into
these categories, you can still get your
vaccination at no or low cost if your regular
general practice is one of the increasing
number which bulk-bills appointments.

Thisyear there are a few different types of
vaccine available. There’s one, for instance,
especially formulated for older people,
and another which is a nasal spray - just
right for children who are nervous about
needles.

There are also formulations safe for

for film lovers by film lovers and a 1984 film

that left him questioning his decisions.

in this film, from distant planets to the
endless void of stars; there is no doubt
this was created for film lovers by film
lovers.

The mix of dramatic symphonies
and uplifting comfort songs created a
balance of comedic fun and devastating
stakes that feel feasible instead of forced.
There is something for everyone to enjoy
in Project Hail Mary.

I had reservations about the alien
at first. I wasn’t sure I would be able to
find myself caring about something so
inhuman, but as the faceless rock alien
was given more time to settlein, the more
I felt myself, and the people around me,
treating this creature as if he was one of
us. All the credit for this feat goes to the
incredible acting of Gosling himself.

Go toyourlocal cinema, sit close to the
screen, and let the music vibrate your
chair; let the comedy take the edge off;
let the heart fill you with emotion; and let
the beauty of the visuals remind you why
a good film is sometimes all you need.

Project Hail Mary receives 4/5 stars.
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people with allergies.

Your doctor or other immunisation
provider will ask you some questions to
make sure you receive a vaccine which is
effective and safe for you.

Of course, doctors aren’t the only people
who can administer a vaccine and keep you
safe from the flu. A lot of nurses in general
practice can do so - and so can lots of
pharmacists.

If you're not sure where to go, a website
called Healthdirect has a service finder

ok

Paris, Texas (M)

Wim Wenders’ Paris, Texas is one of the
highest-rated films of all time, and for
the life of me I can’t work out why.

Made with a modest budget of $1.7
million, the 1984 independent film
follows Travis Henderson (Harry Dean
Stanton), who is found stumbling
around in the Texas desert unable to
speak.

The film quickly takes a jarring left
turn, becoming the story of a shy, but
completely capable, Travis reuniting his
estranged son with the boy’s long-lost
mother.

With such high praise thrown at this
film, I expected to be invested; you'd
have more of a chance of making a
pyramid out of marbles than getting
the average viewer engaged in all two
and a half methodical hours. It’s never a
good sign when you know exactly what
part of a long film you would leave on
the cutting room floor had you been in
charge.

Paris, Texas started off strong and
brought me back at the very end, but

ki

which can identify all the vaccination
providers near your home.

And finally, if you're going to get your
flu vaccination done, think about some
others you can have at the same time. Talk
to your GP or other provider about perhaps
also getting protected against COVID-19,
or RSV, or measles or shingles. All of
these are perfectly safe to get at the same
appointment.

This is a lovely time of year. Let’s all do
our best to make it a safe one, too.

Evan Turok.
(Damjan Janevski)
545799_04

don’t be fooled by the bittersweet
ending; the hour and a half of plateaued
plotisn’t worth the reward.

At its very core, film is meant to be
entertainment; Paris, Texas committed
the ultimate sin: it. was. boring. I can
look past bad acting in other films, and
I can excuse shaky writing, but at the
end of the day, what was the point of
watching a movie if all you want by the
end ofitis a haircut and what felt like the
last three months of your life back?

I'll be the first to tell you this is a
pretty-looking film; the neon lights,
complemented with the beauty of the
Texas landscape, are given a spotlight,
especially since the film is so thin with
dialogue. Unfortunately, my neck is
still sore from the whiplash of such an
aggressive change of pace, and the slow,
contemplative shot wears thin very
quickly.

There is no doubt there was a vision
here; it’s just not a vision I can get
behind.

I give Paris, Texas 2/5.



FEATURING ... EDUCATION

Students thrive academically and personally at St Aloysius College
o

St Aloysius College proudly continues its
transition from an all-girls institution to
co-education this year, a journey that began
from the year 7 intake in 2023.

With over 135 years of rich his-
tory, the college has embraced this
evolution, responding to the strong
desire of families in Melbourne’s inner
north-west for a Catholic education that
serves both sons and daughters.

Parents, students and staff have
embraced the transition, helping shape
a college culture where students thrive
academically, personally, and socially.

Rooted in the tradition of the Sisters of
Mercy, St Aloysius College goes beyond
academics, exemplifying the profound
benefits of a values-based education.

Guided by the Mercy Education
values, students are not only pre-
pared for academic success, but also
empowered to navigate modern
complexities with a holistic approach to
mind, body, and spirit.

St Aloysius College’s comprehensive
curriculum integrates academics with
the Universal Learning Program (ULP)
and a diverse range of co-curricular
activities spanning STEAM, sport,
languages and the arts.

This approach provides students
with opportunities to explore their
interests and  develop  essential
skills, nurturing critical thinking and
intellectual curiosity.

The college’s commitment to an
individualised approach recognises the
needs of the whole person, equipping
students with the interpersonal skills,
adaptability, and resilience needed to
thrive in an ever-evolving world.

Central to the college’s education-

St Aloysius College’s senior years campus opens semester 2, 2026.

al vision is a dedication to individual
wellbeing.

Recognising the wuniqueness
each student, St Aloysius College pro-

grams prioritise wellbeing and lay the
groundwork for academic and personal
of brilliance.
The

co-educational curriculum

ST ALOYSIUS

NORTH MELBOURNE 1887

31 Curran Street

J

cultivates confident, empathetic leaders
who know how to listen, collaborate and
lead with purpose.

Students learn to engage
meaningfully, challenge ideas with
respect, and contribute to their

communities with integrity and courage.

Graduates of St Aloysius College
emerge with compassion, a strong
sense of self, and the courage to make a
meaningful impact on the world around
them.

Enrolments for year 7 in 2028 are
now open, with applications closing on
Friday, 14 August, 2026.

Families are invited to join a
campus tour and see first-hand how
a values-driven environment shapes
curiosity, preparing students for a
brilliant future.

= Enrolment: 800 students

= Fees: $9,200 (year 7 to year 12) including
all levies.

= Principal: Ms Mary Farah

= Years 7-10 Campus: 31 Curran Street,
North Melbourne, 3051

= Senior Years Campus
(opens semester 2, 2026):
75BoundaryRoad, North Melbourne, 3051

Details: 03 9325 9200.
registrar@aloysius.vic.edu.au, or
aloysius.vic.edu.au

A Journey
of Excellence

Year 7 2028 and 2029 Now Enrolling

2028 Applications Close 14th

August 2026

North Melbourne VIC 3051

T: 03 9325 9200

E: enquiry@aloysius.vic.edu.au
W: www.aloysius.vic.edu.au

Be Curious.
Become Brilliant.
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By Sam Porter

A population of approximately 70 wild goats
in Brooklyn is wreaking havoc on the local
environment and vegetation along Kororoit
Creek with local landcarers and businesses
unable to find an easy solve to the problem.

Star Weekly understands the feral goat
herd, which has been present in the area
since the 2000s, is primarily located along
the lower Kororoit Creek corridor with
sightings reported from the Somerville Road
Bridge.

Friends of Lower Kororoit Creek
president Jason Hocking said the communi-
ty group has been concerned about the herd
for years.

“The goats, which we believe have been

deliberately introduced into the area, have
destroyed thousands of planted native trees
and bushes on Kororoit Creek and have
set back our efforts to restore the natural
environment along the creek and improve
the views from the shared path across to the
old Brooklyn tip,” Mr Hocking said.

“We welcome any corporate efforts to
control the goats, as it’s way too hard for us
volunteers.”

Brooklyn Recycling Group (BRG) com-
munity liaison officer Lisa Field said the
herd moves between a number of industrial
properties in the area, including sites such
as City Circle Group.

In response to the ongoing issue, BRG
established a ‘goat management’ group on
WhatsApp with the intention to increase

A

Volunteers at Footscray Vinnies get ready to strut their stuff at the annual fashion parade fundraiser on 1 June. (Damjan Janevski) 550494_03

visibility of the roaming population and
help inform an appropriate management
approach.

“We have heard from community
members who are interested in rehoming
the goats, and we have taken the time to
consider these suggestions,” Ms Field said.

“While rehoming is a humane option in
principle, it is also highly resource-intensive
and requires specialised skills, equipment,
and coordination. Unfortunately, we do not
have the capacity or expertise to safely cap-
ture, transport, and rehome a population of
this size”

While professional contractors have pre-
viously been engaged to manage the pop-
ulation and protect the local environment,
the herd’s numbers have continued to rise,

Parading fashion to raise funds for Vinnies

For the third year in a row, Footscray Vinnies
will be holding a fashion parade fundraiser,
with shop volunteers, family and friends and
even some particularly stylish customers
getting the chance to strut down the catwalk
for a good cause.

And for this year’s parade on Monday 1
June, the catwalk will be located in much
grander surrounds, with the event moving
from the Footscray Vinnies shop on Barkly
Street, to the bluestone hall behind St John's
Anglican Church on Paisley Street.

But apart from the change of the venue,

the fundraiser will remain largely the same,
with models parading sustainable fashion
items from within the Footscray store and
which will then then be put up for sale af-
terwards.

There will also be an array of fun items
that patrons can bid for in a silent auction,
while a sausage sizzle and some sweet treats
will also be on sale for those who want some
food with their fashion.

All proceeds will go towards the 2026
Vinnies CEO Sleepout which this year takes
place at the Skyline Car Park at Federation

f
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Square on Thursday 18 June.

The annual event has a fundraising goal
of $1.75 million for 2026, with the money
to go towards building accommodation for
women and LGBTQIA+ people escaping vi-
olence.

To register or donate to the Vinnies CEO
Sleepout, visit: https://www.ceosleepout.
org.au/event/victoria

For more information about the
Footscray Vinnies fashion parade, call 8199
4240, visit the shop at 160 Barkly Street or go
to: https://www.vinnies.org.au/

Wild goats ravage creek

outpacing past efforts.

“From my knowledge and discussions,
feral goats are having a significant impact
on the lower Kororoit Creek in Brooklyn.
Plantings by the local Landcare group and
Melbourne Water have been impacted, as
has the planting works undertaken by the
local businesses,” Ms Field said.

She added the feral goats contribute to
soil degradation and erosion, reduce native
vegetation, undermine biodiversity, and
also create conditions that allow invasive
weeds to spread more easily.

“Under our Better Environment Plan
the BRG has quite extensive planting works
planned over the coming two years, and this
will be completely undermined if the goat
population is not addressed,” Ms Field said.

Laverton basketball
academy launched

A new schools-based basketball acad-
emy is up and running at Laverton
College, creating new opportunities for
students to take up the sportin a school
setting.

Launched late last month, The Acade-
my Movement Laverton Basketball Acad-
emy, is the first schools-based basketball
program introduced by Academy Move-
ment Education and the first schools-
based initiative of its kind for Basketball
Victoria.

Academy Movement has an estab-
lished track record running school-based
sporting programs across Victoria, pri-
marily in rugby, and is one of 12 preferred
providers endorsed to deliver schools-
based programs across the state.

Basketball Victoria chief executive
Nick Honey said the program represents
an important evolution in how basketball
engages with students in education envi-
ronments.

“While school-based basketball pro-
grams do exist, this is a first for both Acad-
emy Movement and Basketball Victoria,”
Mr Honey said.

“It allows us to build on a proven model
and extend it into basketball, connecting
with students in a way that feels relevant,
engaging and accessible.

The program uses basketball as a vehi-
cle to improve student engagement, while
also introducing participants to career
pathways within sport and recreation.

“We’re not just introducing students to
basketball, we're opening up future op-
portunities,” Mr Honey said.

wiNa $200

Toy Shopping Spree,
Coming Soon!

ONLINE
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QUICK QUIZ

Shandong is a coastal
province in which country?

The SVNS is a series of
tournaments in what sport?

Brutalist architecture first
emerged in what decade?

Which Australian author
wrote Tenderfoot, Nine
Days and Addition?

What is the only five-star
rank in the Australian Army?

The High Altitude Medal
is given to armed forces
members of which country?

7 Name the highest-selling

song released by Roy
Orbison.

8 The Rebecca Yarros books

Fourth Wing, Iron Flame
and Onyx Storm are part
of which fantasy series?

In golf, what is an albatross?

10 What nationality is Hamnet

star Jessie Buckley
(pictured)?
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Jacob. (Damjan Janevski) 549520_05

(Damjan Janevski) 549705_07

St Albans Primary School teacher Martin Rice, with students Ricky, Michael, Katy, Mia, Dani, Nate and

Faces of
the west

Josef Schulz who recently celebrated his 100th birthday.

Each week Star Weekly
photographers are out
and about capturing
events and people across

the western suburbs.

Werribee CFA volunteer John Aidone.
(Damjan Janevski) 548929_01

Above: Tin Shed manager Tamara Carr. (Damjan
Janevski) 549973_03 Left: Trevor Ryan has a
YouTube channel where he does daily viogs
about Wyndham. (bamjan Janevski) 548833_01

Trev Phillips at the Altona Rotary Charity Golf Day. (Damjan Janevski) 546677_01
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Star Weekly looks back through the pages of our predecessors
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40 years ago
14 May, 1986

Unionists from the Williamstown Naval
Dockyards were meeting yesterday
to decide action over the proposed
sacking of 350 people.

30 years ago
15 May, 1996

A $15 million oceanarium that will let
visitors come face to face with sharks
and stingrays could be built on the
Newport foreshore by December 1997.
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20 years ago
10 May, 2006

The home of murdered Altona North
sisters Laura and Colleen Irwin is up for
sale.

10 years ago
11 May, 2016

A fundraising page has been created
for a Werribee father of three who was
killed on the Western Ring Road on
Saturday morning.
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You're the one that I want to come down to
Wyndham Cultural Centre for Westbourne
Grammar School’s rendition of Grease.

School dance, theatre and drama director
Cassie Gray said audiences can expect a
contemporary twist on classic themes.

“What makes Grease enduring is not just
its music, but its reflection of teenage life.
These experiences continue to resonate,”
she said. “At the same time, the world it
presents does not fully align with the values
we hold today.

“Rather than ignoring this, we have
embraced it as an opportunity to reflect on
how far we have come, and to recognise how
young people are.

“This is what makes the performance so
special. It is a story about teenagers, told by
teenagers.

“Our students have approached this
work with insight and care, honouring
the original context of the piece while
thoughtfully interpreting it through their
own lens.

Sleepless Festival returns

Footscray’s Trugo Lane will be transformed
into a three-day cultural and arts street
party when Sleepless Festival returns from
15-17 May.

Born from a desire to create space for
emerging and independent artists in
Melbourne’s west, Sleepless Festival is a
volunteer led, non-profit arts charity that
reimagines the laneway between Paisley
and Irving streets as a multi stage precinct,
blendinglive music, installations, visualand
street art, performance, and community
workshops and more.

The 2026 festival will feature more than
60 different artists across the weekend,
including Gusto Gusto, Ag Angenth Ayom,
Vanessa Estrada, Asinine and Naive Atom.

The festival’s main stage will play host to
a diverse mix of altrock, rap, jazz,
afrobeats, Rn'B, punk, and pop, while
electronic and boundary pushing
experimental performances will take place

at the Irving Hub.

There will also be a creative program
featuring live painting, a DNB musical,
a fashion showcase and interactive
installations and performances from
Nxngtn, Gusteenee, Sausage Woman, Anna
Luna, Rubyanna Edwards, Nat Thomas
Steer and Mammet.

“We are so excited to be back taking over
the streets of Footscray and showcasing the
local arts scene,” Sleepless Festival head of
programming Miles Brennan said of this
year’s event.

“So many artists have joined us in this
massive collaboration this year, there really
is something for everyone.”

Sleepless Festival begins at 6pm on Friday
15 May and then runs from noon until late
on Saturday 16 May and 10am-8.30pm on
Sunday 17 May.

Tickets and information:
sleeplessfestival.com/

https://

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

WANT YOUR EVENT LISTED? Community Calendar is made available free of charge to not-for-profit organisations to keep the public informed of special events and activities. Send item details to
Star Weekly Community Calendar, Corner Thomsons Road and Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park, 3042, or email to westeditorial@starweekly.com.au by 9am Wednesday the week prior to publication

Free lectures

The Footscray Mechanics Institute will be
running a free lecture on the last Friday

of each month until the end of October

. The program includes: book launches,
discussion of books and authors, and
community guest speakers. The lectures
will take place at the Footscray Mechanics
Institute, 209 Nicholson Street, Footscray.
m 9687 1935 or info@fmi.org.au

LGBTQIA+ community wellbeing panel
A community-led panel, where local
LGBTQIA+ community members and
experts will share and discuss practical
ideas for strengthening wellbeing and social
connection in Hobsons Bay will be held at
Newport Community Hub on Wednesday 20
May. The discussion will focus on sharing
experiences, perspectives, and approaches
that individuals may find useful in fostering
social inclusion and community support.
Patrons should arrive 6.30pm for light
refreshments before the panel commences
at 7pm.

m 9932 1290, or https://www.hobsonsbay.
vic.gov.au/Libraries/Whats-on-at-the-library

Cards and conversation

Do you like cards and games? Whether
its Canasta, 500 or board games, come
and join us weekly at Altona North
Library. All levels welcome. Tuesdays from
10am-12pm. Free of charge, morning

tea provided and no bookings required.
Altona North Library Corner of Millers and
McArthurs Road, Altona North.

m 1300 179 944

Sing with Willin Wimmin choir
Discover the joy of group singing with the
friendly women at Willin Wimmin choir in
Williamstown. New members are always

“In doing so, they offer a version of Grease
that is both respectful of its time and
reflective of their own.”

The cast will be supported by a live
orchestra, to give the audience a full
theatrical experience.

The show will run 14, 15 and 16 May, with
each show starting at 7pm.

So, you better shape and get your
tickets: https://www.wyndham.vic.gov.au/
whats-on/grease-westbourne-grammar-
school

Sleepless Festival organisers Victoria Marinho and Stewart Bruce in Footscray’s Trugo Lane where

Westbourne does Grease

Emily is playing Sandy in Westbourne’s rendtion
of Grease. (Supplied)
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This week’s photographer’s choice picture is of autumn leaves in the Macedon

welcome, no audition. The choir sings
contemporary, folk, choral and world
repertoire in acapella style. Rehearsals
are on Wednesday evenings during school
terms, 7.30 - 9.30pm at the Dennis
Reserve Centre, 109 Ferguson Street,
Williamstown.

m willinwimmin.org.au, or
willin.wimmin@gmail.com

Mainly music

A music-playgroup program for kids and
their carers from birth to school age.

Held every Thursday from 9.30-10.30am
during school terms at Westgate Baptist
Community, 16 High Street, Yarraville. The
cost is $7 per family, per week.

m Jenny, 0401 651 012,

Ruth, 0409 635 468 or
westgatebaptist.org.au/mainlymusic/

Social square dancing
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